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HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

as  at  31st  December,  1952. 

Chairman — Councillor  Mr.  VV,  C.ALLOW. 

Vice-Chairman — Councillor  Mr.  W.  A.  SINKS. 

The  Mciyor  (Alderman  Mr.  B.  H.  G.A.RDNER). 

The  Deputy-Mayor  (.Mderman  Mr.  H.  B.  W.  CRESSVVELL). 
Alderman  Miss  A.  ARNOLD. 

.-\lderman  Mr.  J.  LATHAM. 

Councillor  Mrs.  E.  ."VLLEN. 

Councillor  Mr.  R.  LOOSLEY. 

Councillor  Mr.  R.  NICKSON. 

Councillor  Mrs.  .A.  OSBORN. 

Councillor  Mr.  G.  S.  N.  RICHARDS. 

Councillor (M)rs.  E.  SMITH  (Education  Committee  Representative). 

Dr.  D.  MURR.AY  BLADON  (nominated  by  the  Coventry  Branch 
of  the  British  Medical  Association). 

-Mr.  H.  C.  H.ANN.AM-CL.ARK  (nominated  by  the  No.  20  Group  : 
Hospital  Management  Co'mmittee). 

Dr.  N.  J.  L.  ROLLASON  (Nominated  by  the  Local  Executive 
Council). 


PENSIONERS  COMMITTEE 

as  at  31st  December,  1952. 

Chairman — Councillor  Mr.  H.  STANLEY. 

Vice-Chairman- — Councillor  Mr.  R.  E.AVES. 

The  Mayor  (.Alderman  Mr.  B.  H.  GARDNER). 

The  Deputy-Mavor  (.Alderman  .Mr.  H.  B.  W’. 

CRESSWELL). 

Councillor  -Mr.  -A.  PL  EAGLES. 

Councillor  Mr.  E.  .A.  HULL. 

Councillor  Mr.  .A.  S.MITH. 

Councillor  Mr.  C.  W.ARD. 

Co-opted  Members: — 

Mrs.  E.  M.  GARDNER. 

.Mrs.  E.  RUMBLE. 

.Mr.  J.  VV.  WATTS. 

.Mrs.  D.  WELCH. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


iMeciical  Ollicer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Ollicer,  Medical  Adviser 
to  the  Pensioners  Committee  and  to  the  Children’s  Committee  : 

T.  M.  Clayton,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health  : 

R.  J.  Dodds,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

Janet  Marg^aret  Done,  .M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.R.C.O.G. 

-Assistant  Medical  Officers  : Christine  Glynn,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Catherine  T.  Howat,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
Alexandra  C.  Watson,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.T.M.,  D.R.C.O.G. 
Vivien  Phillips  Helme,  M.B.,  Ch.B,, 

D.R.C.O.G. 


Public  -Analyst 
A’eterinary  Officer 


F.  G.  D.  Chalmers,  M.A. 
W.  Dale,  M.R.C.V.S. 
Sanitary  Inspectorate. 


B.Sc..  F.I.C. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  -.. 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Food  Inspector,  Senior  Factories 
and  Smoke  Inspector 

Food  Inspector,  Factories  and 
Smoke  Inspector 

Meat  Inspectors  ... 


R.  Williams, 
F.R.San.I.  : 

E.  A. 


D.P.A.  : 
F.S.I.A. 

Johnson. 


T.  E.  Willmott. 

* 

D.  C.  Norcliffe. 
Vivian  (Senior)  <md 

J.  B.  Salt. 


Senior  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  H.  Ellis. 

Food'  and  Drugs  Inspectors  ...  H,  Lenton,  D.  H.  Evans, 

B.  -McCutcheon. 

Housing  and  Canal  Boats  Inspector  R.  D.  Hayne. 

District  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  : j.  E.  Saunders,  G.  E.  A. 
Carless,  D.  J.  A.  Humphries,  J.  Hacking,  H,  C.  Watkin, 
P.  J.  Wightman,  L.  G.  Norman,  J.  M.  Read. 

Student  Sanitary  Inspectors  : j.  Gwynn*,  J.  Lowe, 

D.  Bench, 

Rodent  Officer  W.  J.  Brown. 

Health  Visitors  : 


Superintendent  Miss  M.  D.  Lloyd 

Deputy  Superintendent  Miss  K.  L.  Houlton. 

Health  Visitors  : Misses  B.  Broomfield,  F.  M.  Bews,  A. 
Docherty,  S.  T.  Deane,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Harper,  Misses  D. 
Jones,  M.  O.  McKay,  A.  F.  McKenzie,  B.  Sims.  A. 
Shepherd,  I.  Stembridge,  Mrs.  E.  P.  P.  Talbot,  Misses 
F.  N.  James,  D.  Phipps,  A.  V.  Pugh.  Part-time  Health 
Visitors  : Miss  M.  Ratcliffe,  Mrs.  I.  Godwin.  Part-time 
l.B.  Visitor:  Mrs.  E,  M.  Couchman. 
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Municipal  Midwives  : 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  ...  ...  Miss  M.  A.  E.  Taylor. 

Deputy  Supervisor  ...  ...  Mrs.  Woodley. 

Midwives  : Miss  D.  G.  .\bell,  Mrs.  E.  Adams,  Mrs.  I.  Argyle, 
Mrs.  N.  Beag^rie,  Miss  V.  Bate,  Miss  M.  Brett,  Miss  D. 
Brown,  Mrs.  E.  Caskie,  Mrs.  J.  Brett,  Miss  J.  Cornth- 
waite,  Mrs.  D.  M.  Cox,  Mrs.  M.  Diaper,  Mrs.  j. 
Duckett,  Mrs.  F.  Fardon,  Mrs.  M.  Flynn,  Mrs.  E. 
Harris,  Miss  D.  Heritage,  Mrs.  A.  Hubbard,  Mrs.  A. 
Jennings,  Mrs.  W.  Kinsey,  Mrs.  E.  McDowell,  Miss  P. 
Norton,  Mrs.  S.  O’Donnell,  Miss  E.  Raine,  Mrs.  E. 
Reddick,  Mrs.  D.  Reeves,  Mrs.  M.  Rouse,  Miss  W.  S. 
.Sparkes,  Mrs.  A.  .‘^pragg,  Mrs.  E.  Stevens,  Miss  D.  G. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  I.  Trasler,  Miss  M.  Wagstaffe,  Miss  A. 
Ward,  Mrs.  E.  Wright,  Miss  D.  C.  Greaves. 


Day  Nurseries  : 

.Supervisor  ...  ...  ...  Miss  V.  E.  Johnson. 

Nursery  Matrons  ; Miss  M.  .Allan,  Miss  K.  G.  Blackmore, 
Mrs.  B.  Bruton,  Mrs.  G.  Crichton,  Miss  D.  M.  Grilliths, 
Mrs.  E.  .M.  Winiams,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Young,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Butcher,  Mrs.  I.  P.  Gerrard. 

-Nursery  .Staffs  Nurses — 99.  Others — 39. 


Home  Niirsirif!^  Service  : 

Superintendent  ...  ...  ...  Miss  H.  B.  .Auckland. 

.Assistant  .Superintendents  ...  Miss  D.  1.  GriUln. 

Miss  M.  E.  Lynch. 

-Nurses.  Full-time  33  (includes  4 male).  Part-time  15. 


Home  Helps  Service  : 

Supervisor  ...  .••  •••  Mrs.  E.  Marshall. 

.Assistants  ...  ...  Mrs.  E.  L.  Morgan. 

Mrs.  M.  Y.  Hughes. 

Home  Helps.  129  (including  part-time  workers). 


Occupation  Centre  for  Mental  Defectives  : 


Superintendent 
Deputy  .Superintendent 
.Assistants 

Ambulance  Service  : 
Superintendent 
-Ambulance  Personnel 
-Agency  Personnel 

Blind  Welfare  : 

Hom^  Teadhers  ... 


Mr.  S.  Vince 
-Mrs.  D.  M.  Cousins 

Miss  M.  J.  Fryer, 
Miss  S.  D.  Baxter. 

F.  AVarwick. 
Male.s — 37.  Females  5. 
.^7- 

Miss  E.  Fox, 
Mrs.  M.  Gould. 


Ailniinistrative  and  Clerical  Staff: 

(deneral  Public  Health). 

Principal  Administrative  Assistant 

and  Senior  Authorised  Ollicer  J.  H.  Grant. 


Senior  Sectional  Officers  ; 

Statistical  and  General  ...  ...  T.  Lord. 

Mental  Health  and  Blind  Welfare 

and  .Authorised  Ollicer  ...  F.  Ellis. 

Finance  ...  ...  ...  ...  W.  S.  Barber. 

.Authorised  Ollicers  : J.  A.  Sturdy,  lMiis.‘>  F.  Holly,  Mrs.  G.  Preston. 

Senior  Clerks  : H.  Jewison,  G.  Hubbard,  Miss  M.  E.  Goddard, 
Miss  B.  M.  .Sanders. 

Clerks  : Messrs.  -A.  J.  F.  Cooper,  .A.  Harrison*,  H.  E.  Hubbard, 
J.  P.  Higgins,  J.  Green,  j.  Taylor,  S.  Wardle,  N.  Wilson, 
Misses  E.  Baker,  E.  Brown,  P.  E.  Brown,  S.  Byram, 
B.  Fletcher,  j.  Grant,  M.  M.  Hands,  J.  D.  Jennings, 
V.  Jevons,  M.  J.  Keech,  S.  Lakin,  J.  Murray,  J.  L. 
McGregor,  B.  L.  Smith,  M.  Tierney,  Mrs.  J.  Runnals, 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Hutchin.son,  Miss  T.  D.  Murphy. 


Central  Stores,  Pinley  : 

Storekeeper  ...  ...  ...  J-  C.  Brown. 

Welfare  and.  Pensioners  Services,  i,  St.  Patrick’s  Road: 

I.  .Aged  Persons’  Homes  (Pensioners  Committee). 

II.  Other  Welfare  Provisions  (Health  Committee). 

Pensioners  Officer  ...  ...  ).  H.  Ryner,  F.C.C.S. 

.Senior  Assistant  Officers  ...  R.  N.  Nicol,  D.P.A., 

F.  ,M.  Riley. 

Senior  Clerk  ...  ...  ...  Miss  M.  Pugh. 

Clerks  : J.  B.  Hopkins,  R.  J.  Pickering,  J.  Rees,  Miss  J.  E. 
•Adrian,  Mrs.  G.  C.  Downes,  'Miss  J.  Harvey,  Miss  K. 
Kiley,  Miss  .S.  Watts. 


Old  People’s  Homes  : 
Moat  House 


Charterhouse 

Newlands  House 

Woodway  Grange 

.Stone  House 
St.  Paul’s  ... 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Watson, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
(Appointed  8.12.52). 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Fallon, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Eaton, 

.Superintendent  and  Matron. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  .A.  Boston. 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
•Miss  K.  Mitchell,  Matron. 

Miss  .A.  Stanley,  Matron. 


*At  present  on  National  Service. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,167 

Population  (Census,  1951)  ...  ...  ...  ...  258,211 

Population  (estimate  for  mid  year  1952)  ...  ...  ...  261,000 

Density  of  population  (1951)  (per  acre)  ...  ...  ...  13.4 

Density  of  population  (estimate  mid  1952)  {per  acre)  ...  13.6 

.Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  (1931)  42,190  (Dec.,  1952)  73,828 

.Average  number  of  persons  to  each  occupied  house  (mid  year)  3.53 
Rateable  Value  of  City  (Dec.  1952)  ...  ...  902,614 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (Dec.,  1952)  ...  ...  ;^7,546 


Live  Births — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

(Legitimate) 

1972 

1941 

39  L3 

(illegitimate) 

144 

102 

246 

2116 

2043 

4 1 59  = Birth  rate  of  15^  per 

.Stillbirths 

46 

33 

— . — 1000  population. 

79  = Rate  of  19.0  per  1000 

Deaths 

1279 

1068 

live  births. 

2347  = Death  rate  of  8.9  per 

1000  population. 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 

and  .Abortion  ...  — 1=0.24  per  1000  births. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

(a)  -All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  31.7 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  31.7 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  32.5 

Marriage  Rate  ...  ...  ••  •••  ■ 16.1 

♦Death  Rate  from  Principal  Infectious  Diseases  ...  0.05 

♦Typhoid,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Measles, 
Diarrhoea,  under  2 years,  Cerehro  Spinal  Fever,  Poliomyelitis 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ••  •••  •••  o-9 

Phthisis  0-20 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 0.06 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ••  ••• 


Comparability  Factor  (Births)  ...  •••  •••  °'94 

Birth  Rate  as  adjusted  by  factor  ..  i4-9 

Comparability  Factor  (Deaths)  ..  ••  •••  *-26 

Death  Rate  as  adjusted  by  factor  ...  ••• 
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My  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I take  pleasure  in  submitting-  my  Annual  Report  ufXin  the 
Health  of  the  City  and  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  the 
year  1952. 

The  population  continues  to  increase,  being  now  261,000, 
and  this  is  2,800  in  advance  of  the  1951  figure  : details  of 
Coventry’s  population  throughout  the  years  are  given  on  page 
144  of  this  Report. 

Certain  details  from  the  fairly  recent  National  Census  are 
given  and  these  should  be  of  interest  to  those  who  take  time  to 
study  the  composition  of  the  local  population  as  it  relates  to  age 
and  sex  distribution,  occupation  orders  and  status  aggregates. 

It  should  be  noted,  in  calculating  the  corrected  birth  and  death 
rates  for  this  City,  that  Coventry  has  the  lowest  comparability 
factor  for  births  and  the  highest  comparability  factor  for  deaths 
of  the  20  great  towns  in  this  country. 

The  Registrar  Cieneral’s  statistics  for  1952  show  that  the 
birth  rate  was  15.9  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with  16.7 
for  the  previous  year,  and  this  again  shows  a continuation  of  the 
decline  which  has  been  apparent  for  a number  of  years. 

The  marriage  rate  also  declined  from  17.3  per  1,000  population 
in  1951  to  16. 1 in  1952,  but  perhaps  as  more  houses  become 
available  for  younger  couples  who  contemplate  matrimony,  we 
may  witness  an  increase  in  this  statistical  item  for  future  years. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  8.9  per  1,000  population  as  compared 
with  10.4  for  the  preceding  year,  whilst  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  31.7  per  1,000  (the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this  City)  and 
this  compares  with  35.6  for  1951. 

The  neo-natal  mortality  rate  was  20.4  per  1,000  births,  and 
this  shows  a considerable  improvement  over  the  1951  figure  of  26.8. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  0.24  per  1,000  births  and 
compares  with  0.68  for  1951.  The  [952  figure  is  the  lowest  rate 
recorded  in  this  City  since  1930  when  figures  for  this  statistical 
item  were  first  prepared. 

There  was  a further  noticeable  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  this  City,  /.e.,  1950 — 120;  1951 — 
75  ; 1952 — 66.  It  is  very  significant,  however,  that  the  number 
of  notifications  continues  to  rise  fairly  steeply,  i.e.,  1951 — 319: 
1952 — '470.  I would  also  draw  attention  to  the  excellent  report 
given  by  Dr.  Gordon  Kvans  in  later  pag'es  of  this  Report  con- 
('erning  the  work  of  the  Mass  Radiography  lb-\it,  and  this,  together 
with  improved  facilities  for  diagnosis,  obviously  has  a direct 
bearing  upon  the  considerable  increase  in  notifications.  The  results 
of  :i  mass  survey  und'ertaken  at  one  Coventry  school,  on  which 
Dr,  Evans  reports,  is  also  of  interest, 
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The  main  causes  of  deaths  in  this  City  during  the  year  were  : 
cancer  385;  conditions  of  the  nervous  system  (vascular)  338;  heart 
and  circulatory  iliseases  798. 

The  general  incidence  of  notiliable  diseases  was  up  in  1952  to 
5,891  as  compared  with  4,813  for  the  preceding-  year.  The  greater 
part  of  this  increase  was  due  to  measles  (1952 — 4,009;  1951  — 
2,452),  but  scarlet  fever  too  had  increased  by  160.  There  was  a 
welcome  reduction  in  food  poisoning  notifications  from  393  in  1951 
to  1315  in  1952,  and  a more  detailed  commentary  on  this  subject 
appears  on  page  82  of  this  Report. 

Notifications  of  diphtheria  were  at  their  lowest-ever  ebb  in 
this  City  and  referred  to  2 adult  patients  only.  This  is  surely  a 
most  acceptable  commentary  upon  the  wonderful  effects  achieved 
bv  preventive  immunisation. 

In  previous  reports  I have  commented  upon  the  need  for 
careful  publicity  in  relation  to  cancer,  and  I would  commend  my 
medical  colleagues  in  this  City  to  give  further  consideration  to 
the  desirability  of  preventive  application.  Much  thought  has  been 
given  to  this  subject  in  America,  and  1 understand  that  benefits 
have  accrued  to  the  jxipulation  by  tactful  education.  There  is  an 
increasing  awareness  of  this  approach  in  Great  Britain  today. 

The  opening  of  the  new  Occupation  Centre  for  mental 
defectives,  at  Burns  Road,  was  an  event  of  great  importance 
during  the  year,  and  some  details  of  this  are  given  on  page  53. 

There  is  every  indication  that  a new  day  nursery  will  be 
ready  for  occupation  in  1953,  and  this  will  be  to  replace  the 
existing  dilapidated  war-time  hutment  at  Holbrooks.  I trust  too 
that  during  the  forthcoming  year  we  may  be  able  to  commence 
with  one  or  two  new  joint  maternity  and  child  welfare  and  school 
health  centres  at  Foleshill  and  Tile  Hill,  since  there  is  a great 
need  for  such  buildings  in  this  City.  During  the  year  it  was 
found  necessary,  as  a temporary  measure,  to  transfer  our  maternity 
and  child  welfare  centre  at  Bray’s  Lane  to  the  Trades  Hall  .Annexe 
at  Stoke  Green.  There  is  need  for  a new  maternity  and  child 
welfare  centre  in  this  area,  and  a preliminary  survey  has  been 
made  in  the  Lower  Stoke  district. 

.A  feature  of  the  Midwifery  Service  during  the  year  has  been 
the  care  of  nursing  'mothers  and  their  babies  transferred  back  to 
their  homes  within  a few  days  of  their  delivery  in  hospital. 

The  work  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service  has  increased  steadily 
as  will  be  .seen  from  the  statistics  given  in  my  Report.  This  also 
applies  to  the  .Ambulance  Service  and  considerable  details  are  also 
available  on  pages  35-45.  The  benefits  derived  from  the 
introduction  of  the  telecommunication  service  in  1951  have 
increased  during  1952,  and  arc  such  as  to  merit  a supplementation 
of  this  equipment  to  include  all  ambulance  vehicles.  The  further 
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reduction  of  the  average  mileage  per  patient  moved  from  4.8  in 
1951  to  4.2  in  1952,  represents  a saving  of  60,890  miles. 

The  work  of  the  health  visitors  has  continued  steadily  but  has 
been  obviously  limited  by  the  considerable  dearth  ot  qualified  staff. 

It  will  be  noted  that  a Survey  Report  dealing  with  the 
progress  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  provisions  and  co- 
operation between  the  personnel  coming  under  the  various  parts 
of  the  Act  was  prepared  at  the  special  request  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  this  has  been  included  in  this  Report. 

Sanitary  Inspectorate. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  is  included  herein,  and 
.Mr.  Williams  has  commented  upon  various  aspects  of  the  work 
in  considerable  detail.  The  introduction  of  Coventry’s  smokeless 
zone  in  March,  1951,  has  obviously  aroused  considerable  interest 
throughout  the  country,  and  there  have  been  many  enquiries 
coming  into  the  Health  Department  requesting  details  concerning 
its  application  and  subsequent  progress. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

I am  to  record  that  the  scheme  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  by  this  local  authority  in  respect  of  the  “Welfare  of  the 
Deaf  or  Dumb’’  was  approved  on  May  22nd,  1952. 

Work  on  the  new  Home  for  Old  People  at  Broad  Lane 
continues  to  progress  most  satisfactorily  and  there  is  every  likeli- 
hood of  it  being  opened  in  early  1953. 

The  health  of  the  occupants  in  the  various  Homes  for  Old 
People  has  been  generally  satisfactory. 

Tbe  upward  trend'  of  people  requiring  temporary  accom- 
modation through  circumstances  which  they  could  not  reasonably 
have  foreseen  continues  to  place  a considerable  and  anxious  burden 
upon  the  appropriate  staff.  The  provision  by  the  Housing 
Committee  of  temporary  sub-standard  housing  units  has  helped  to 
retrieve  this  position  to  some  extent. 

The  appointment  of  a second  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind 
was  made  in  mid-1952,  and  this  has  improved  the  facilities 
available  for  the  teaching  and  welfare  of  these  handicapped  people. 

Various  aspects  of  work  under  the  National  .Assistance  -Act 
are  commented  upon  in  greater  detail  in  succeeding  pages  and 
should  prove  of  interest  to  all  who  care  to  study  this  Report. 

Civil  Defence. 

As  part  of  the  City  .Ambulance  .Service  a series  of  first  aid 
lectures  and  demonstrations  have  been  given  during  tbe  year  to 
Civil  Defence  volunteer  trainees.  .A  certain  amount  of  driving 
tuition  has  also  been  given, 


It  is  again  a very  great  pleasure  for  me  to  commend  all 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  assiduous  attention  to  the  varied 
work  of  the  department  throughout  a busy  and  interesting  year, 
and  I mucli  appreciate  their  helpfulness  and  loyalty. 

May  1 too  on  behalf  of  my  staff  and  self  thank  the  Chairman, 
\’ice-Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  and  Pensioners 
Committees  respectively  for  their  support  and  helpfulness  in  the 
work  of  the  Department.  To  my  colleagues  in  the  several  other 
•municipal  departments  I extend  my  cordial  thanks  for  their  valued 
co-operation  throughout  the  year  and  for  various  items  of 
information  included  in  this  Report. 


I am,  my  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


Health  Department 
Coventrv. 
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Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  for  inid-1952 
was  261,000,  w'hich  was  an  increase  from  the  provisional  1951 
Census  figure  of  258,200.  The  generally  upward  trend  of  the 
city’s  population  for  the  past  twenty  years  is  shown  in  the  table 
of  vital  statistics  on  page  138. 

The  following  tables  have  been  extracted  from  the  Census 
(1951)  reports  issued  during  the  year;  they  relate  to  the  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  the  population  of  the  City  and  to  the  status 
and  occupations  of  the  citizens.  The  figures  are  calculated 
aggregates  based  on  a one  per  cent,  sample. 

It  is  interesting-  to  note  that  in  a population  of  258,200  there 
are  only  6,100  unoccupied  or  retired  men,  a percentage  of  2.4;  if 
based  on  males  over  r5  the  percentage  is  6.2,  and  if  upon  all  males 
4.8.  In  the  total  population  there  are  19,600  men  and  women  over 
65  years  of  age^ — -7.2  per  cent,  of  the  total.  .Another  point  of 
interest  is  that  of  the  91,300  males  over  15  who  are  occupied, 
32,100,  or  35.1  per  cent,  are  workers  in  metal  manufacture, 
engineering  and  allied  trades,  whilst  a further  13,600  are  engaged 
in  unskilled  occupations.  Of  the  98,300  females,  over  15  years 
of  age,  enumerated,  36,500  or  37.1  per  cent,  were  engaged  in 
some  gainful  occupation,  the  largest  single  number  being  in  the 
category- -clerks,  typists,  etc.,  9,200  or  25.2  per  cent. 
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CITY  OF  COVENTRY  CENSUS,  1951 
Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  Population  of  the  City 


Males. 

Females. 

Total  Population 

126,300 

131,900 

Single  

53>ooo 

53.100 

Married 

68,600 

67,400 

Widowed  and  Divorced 

4,700 

1 1 ,400 

Ages  : o — 4 years 

■ 

11,900 

11,500 

5 — 9 >’ 

10,300 

12,600 

10 — 14  „ 

6,700 

9.500 

15  1 9 ,, 

6,000 

8,100 

20—24  .. 

8,600 

8,600 

25—29 

11,400 

1 1,300 

! 30—34 

12,500 

1 1,000 

35—39  M 

10,800 

9,200 

40 — 44  ,, 

10,400 

10,100 

45  49  »> 

8,800 

8,900 

; 50  54  >> 

8,400 

7,800 

1 

55  59  )> 

1 

6,100 

7.700 

60—64  >> 

5.700 

4.700 

I 65 — 69  , , 

4,200 

4.400 

70—74  „ 

2,500 

3.300 

75—79  .. 

1,300 

1,900 

80 — 84  , , 

500 

1 ,000 

1 85  years  and  over 

1 

200 

300 

CITY  OF  COVENTRY  CENSUS,  1951 
Occupation  Orders  and  Status  Aggregates 


MALES  (15  and  over) 

Total  

97,400 

Occupied  

91,300 

Unoccupied  and  Retired  

G,100 

Status  Afiyregates — 

Employers  

1.10(» 

Managers— General  Managers,  Directors,  etc 

1,000 

—of  Branch  or  Primary  Departments  

1,300 

— of  Office  or  Subsidiary  Departments  

1,400 

Operatives — in  Social  Classes  1 and  11  

0.800 

— Others  

75,300 

Working  on  Own  Account  

3,2(K) 

Out  of  Work  

1,200 

Agricultural,  Horticultural  and  Forestry  Occupations 

300 

Mining  and  Quarrying  Occupations  

Workers  in  the  Treatment  of  Non-Metalliferuus  Mining 

1,800 

Products  (other  tlian  Coal)  

100 

Coal  Gas  and  Coke  Makers,  Workers  in  Chemical  and 

Allied  Trades 

OOU 

Workers  in  Metal  Manufacture,  Engineering  and  Allied 

Trades  

32,100 

Textile  Workers  

Makers  of  Textile  Goods  and  Articles  of  Dress  (not  Boots 

400 

and  Shoes)  

1,100 

Makers  of  Foods,  Drinks  and  Tobacco  

900 

Workers  in  Wood,  Cane  and  Cork 

Makers  of  and  Workers  in  Paper  and  Paperboard;  Book- 

3,500 

binders.  Printers  

500 

Makers  of  Products,  (not  elsewhere  specified) 

400 

Workers  in  Building  and  Contracting 

2,100 

Painters  and  Decorators  

Administrators,  Directors,  Managers  (not  elsewhere 

2.1(R) 

specified)  

3,700 

Persons  employed  in  Transport  and  Communications 
Commercial  Finance  and  Insurance  Occupations  (excluding 

4,300 

Clerical  Staff) 

Professional  and  Technical  Occupations  (excluding  Clerical 

5,400 

Staff)  

5,100 

I’ersons  employed  in  Defence  Services  

1,400 

Persons  Professionally  engaged  in  Entertainments  and  Sport 
Persons  engaged  in  Personal  Service  (including  Institutions, 

400 

Clubs,  Hotels,  etc.) 

1.900 

Clerks,  Typists,  etc 

5,400 

Warehousemen,  Storekeepers,  Packers,  Bottlers  

Stationery  Engine  Drivers,  Crane  Drivers,  Tractor  Drivers 

3,000 

etc..  Stokers,  etc 

900 

Workers  in  Unskilled  Occupations  (not  elsewhere  specified) 

13,600 

Other  and  Undefined  Workers  

3(Kt 

Retired  or  Not  Gainfully  Occupied 

6,100 

iS 

CITY  OF  COVENTRY  CENSUS,  1951 
Occupation  Orders  and  Status  Aggregates 


FEMALES  (15  and  over) 

Total  

98,300 

Occupied  

36,500 

Unoccupied  and  Retired  

61,800 

Status  Aygrcgates — 

Employers  and  Manageresses 

700 

Operatives— in  Social  Classes  I and  II  

3,000 

— Others  

31,100 

Part-time  Workers  (included  in  Operatives)  

4,200 

Working  on  Own  Account  

1,400 

Out  of  Work  

^ 300 

.Vgricultural,  Horticultural  and  Forestry  Occnpatio’is  ... 

100 

Workers  in  the  Treatment  of  Non-Metalliferous  Mining 

Products  (other  than  Coal)  

200 

Workers  in  Metal  Manufacture,  Engineering  and  Allied 

Trades  

3,900 

Textile  Workers  

1,300 

Makers  of  Textile  Goods  and  Articles  of  Dress  (not  Boots 

and  Shoes)  

1,100 

Makers  of  and  Workers  in  Paper  and  Paperboard;  Book- 

binders.  Printers  

500 

Commercial  Finance  and  Insurance  Occupations  (excluding 

Clerical  Staff) 

3,300 

Professional  and  Technical  Occupations  (excluding  Clerical 

Staff)  

2,500 

Persons  engaged  in  Personal  Service  (including  Institutions, 

Clubs,  Hotels,  etc.) 

7,300 

Clerks,  Tvpists,  etc 

9,200 

Warehousewomen,  Storekeepers,  Packers,  Bottlers 

1,400 

Workers  in  Unskilled  Occupations  (not  elsewhere  specified) 

3,900 

Retired  or  Not  Gainfully  Occupied 

61,800 

Rirth  Rate. 

The  births  reg'istcred  as  Coventry  births  during-  the  year 
numbered  ^giving-  a birth  rate  of  15.9  per  1,000  population. 

I'hese  figfures  compare  with  4,326  births  in  1951  and  a birtli  rate 
of  16.7  for  the  same  year.  I-'iirtlier  details  relating  to  births 
0('('urring'  within  the  citv  are  given  elsewhere  under  the  heading  of 
“Midwifery”. 

The  comparable  figures  for  the  country  generally  and  the 
great  towns  are  as  follows  ; — 

England  and  Wales  ...  .•  15 -3  1,000  population 

Great  Towns  ...  ...  16.9  ,,  ,,  ?. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  steady  downward  trend  of  births 
which  was  forecast  some  few  years  ago  continues. 
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General  Death  Rate. 

'I'he  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  belonging-  to  the  city  during- 
the  vear  -was  2,347,  which  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  8.9  per 
1,000  population.  This  compares  with  a death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  of  11-3,  and  with  a similar  rate  for  the  great  towns  of 
12. 1.  The  major  causes  of  death  during  the  year  under  review 
continue  to  be  heart  disease  and  other  vascular  conditions ; cancer ; 
respiratory  conditions  and  tuberculosis.  An  analysis  of  the  various 
causes  of  death  is  given  in  the  appropriate  table  on  page  137. 
It  may  be  noted  that  58.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  registered 
occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  during 
1952  was  132,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  31.7  per  1,000 
births. 

Infantile  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales  27.6  per  1,000  births 
Infantile  Mortality  for  Great  Towns  ...  31.2  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  4 v\-eeks  of  age  during 
1952  was  85,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  20.4  per  i,ooo  births.  The 
comparable  neo-natal  mortality  rate  for  1951  was  26.8  per  1,000 
births.  Note  also  comments  in  introductory  letter. 

Marriage  Rate. 

The  number  of  marriages  solemnised  in  the  city  during  the 
year  was  2,098,  giving  a marriage  rate  {i.e.  number  of  persons 
married)  of  16.  i per  1,000  population.  This  compares  with  17.3 
per  1,000  population  for  the  preceding  year. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  city  was  0.24  per  1,000 
births,  and  this  compares  with  0.68  for  the  preceding  year.  The 
comparative  figure  for  Eng'land  and  Wales  was  0.72.  This  is  the 
lowest  maternal  mortality  rate  recorded  in  the  city  since  1930  when 
hgures  were  first  prepared. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  notifications  in  respect  of  infectious  diseases 
were  received  in  the  department  during  1952  : — 

Diphtheria  2 (4:  212);  scarlet  fever  451  (291  : 406);  measles 
4009  (2451);  whooping  cough  443  (670);  acute  primary  pneumonia 
147  (131  : 290);  puerperal  pyrexia  15  (18:  54);  meningitis  1 1 (9  : 
36) ; acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  4 (9  : 2) ; acute  anterior 
poliomyelitis  (non-paralytic)  17  (89:  — •) ; ophthalmia  neonatorum 
16  (8  : 16);  erysipelas  45  (46  ; 60);  malaria — >(1  ; — ^) ; dysentery  94 
(33  • '5) ; acute  influenzal  pneumonia  9 (124  : 56) ; acute  encephalitis 
3 (i  : o);  food  poisoning  135  (393  : o). 

'The  comparative  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1951  and 
ior  the  last  complete  pre-war  year  1938  in  that  order.  In  the 


last-menliunecl  year  measles  and  whooping  cougli  were  not 
noliiiable. 

1 he  total  incidence  oi  notiliable  infectious  diseases  was  higher 
than  that  during  1951  {i.e.  '5891  : 4815)  but  this  is  largely  accounted 
for  by  the  increased  number  of  measles  cases  notified. 

Concerning  diphtheria,  the  following  figures  continue  to  tell 
their  own  story  and,  incidentally,  that  concerned  with  the  campaign 
of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  in  Coventry  : — 

1945 —  146  cases  (5  deaths — none  immunised). 

1946 —  115  cases  (4  deaths — none  immunised). 

1947 — 53  cases  (2  deaths — ’none  immunised). 

1948 — 12  cases  (no  deaths). 

1949 — 12  cases  (2  deaths — none  immunised). 

1950 — 7 cases  (2  deaths — none  immunised). 

1951 —  ■ 4 cases  (no  deaths). 

1952 — 2 cases  (no  deaths). 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year’s  figures  is  the  continued 
lowness  of  the  diphtheria  notifications — 'uot  since  records  were 
kept  {i.e.,  1890)  have  they  been  so  fe\\\  The  figures  relating  to 
scarlet  fever  and  to  measles  show  an  increase  for  the  year. 

Scabies. 

The  scabies  and  cleansing  unit  continued  to  function  at  the 
Central  W’elfare  Centre ; this  is  open  daily  for  women  and  children 
from  9.30  a.m.  to  4.30  p.'m.  and  for  men  from  6 to  8 p.m. 

The  w'ork  of  the  unit  was  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 
patients 

No.  of 

treatments 

Scabies 

Male  adults  

62 

104 

Females  Adults 

26 

52 

School  Children 

55 

no 

Children  under  5 years 

13 

26 

Total 

146 

292 

The  moderate  increase  in  the  number  of  scabies  paticnls 
treated  is  not  surprising  since  the  figures  lor  1951  were  so  low. 
The  large  influx  of  labour  engaged  on  building  and  reconstruction 
projects  may  not  be  imconnec'ted  with  this. 

Cleansing. 

Male 17 

Female  ...  ...  3 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year,  470  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  48 
cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  or  re-notified 
in  the  city  (1951 — 319  and  46). 

A number  of  Coventry  patients  were  awaiting  admission  to 
Hertford  Hill  and  other  Sanatoria  at  the  31st  December. 
Vacancies  in  sanatoria  are  from  time  to  time  available  for  Coventry 
cases,  but  this  is  now  dealt  with  as  a Hospital  Group  matter. 

For  further  details  of  tuberculosis  note  comments  under 
Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  page  46. 

Mass  Radiography. 

The  work  of  this  service  still  progresses  and  the  number  of 
Coventry  cases  dealt  with  by  the  unit  during  1952  was  more  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  i.e.,  1951 — 16700;  1952 — 24560.  Of 
the  total  figure,  152  (0.62%)  were  found  to  be  infected  with 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  (1951 — 89). 

1 am  greatly  indebted  to  Dr.  A.  Gordbn  Evans  and  his  stafl 
for  their  continued  co-operation  throughout  the  year,  and  also 
for  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  in  Coventry  during  1952  ; — ■ 

1.  “This  Service  has  still  further  increased  the  scope  of  its  work 

in  Coventry  during  1952.  24,560  Coventry  residents  were 

X-rayed,  of  whom  152  were  considered  to  have  clinically 
significant  tuberculous  lesions  and  were  referred  to  the  Chest 
Clinic.  (It  is  again  estimated  that  the  figure  quoted,  namely 
24,560,  is  within  the  limits  of  + or  - 1%.  Non-Coventry 
residents  X-rayed  in  Coventry  surveys  are  deducted  and 
Coventry  residents  X-rayed  in  surveys  outside  the  city  are 
included  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  final  figure.  The  two  special 
groups  of  hospital  nurses  and  students  from  the  teachers’ 
training  college  are  excluded). 

2.  During  the  latter  part  of  1952,  in  addition  to  the  mobile  unit, 
more  use  was  made  of  the  static  unit  at  Grove  House.  In 
October  a Service  was  offered  to  the  general  practitioners  and 
the  popularity  of  this  Service  has  increased ; now  some 
150  patients  are  being  referred  each  week  for  chest  X-ray. 
When  this  Service  was  started  it  was  made  clear  to  the  doctors 
that  those  patients  who  had  obvious  symptoms  should  still  be 
referred  direct  to  the  Chest  Clinic  or  hospital.  The  Mass 
Radiography  Service  was  for  those  cases  where  it  was 
ihought  that  an  X-ray  of  the  chest  should  be  taken  as  a 
general  precaution.  This  has  relieved  the  hospital  and  Chest 
Cl  inic  ol  a considerable  amount  of  negative  work  and  has  at 
the  same  time  resulted  in  a large  saving  in  film  costs. 

Even  so  it  is  found  that  the  percentage  of  doctors’ 
patients  who  have  significant  tuberculous  lesions  is  much 


higher  than  in  a normal  survey.  The  use  of  the  static  unit 
will  he  extenclecl  during  1953  to  include  ante-natal  patients 
from  the  city’s  child  well  are  and  maternit}'  clinics. 

During  1952  the  mobile  unit  had'  two  surveys  where  public 
sessions  were  held',  and  3,960  members  of  the  general  public 
were  X-rayed.  It  is  felt  that  greater  opportunities  should  be 
offered  to  the  public  in  future,  as  it  is  only  at  these  open 
sessions  that  the  housewife  and  small  office  and  shop  workers 
can  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities. 

3.  The  24,560  people  X-rayed  can  be  broken  down  into  groups, 
and  the  following  table  gives  the  number  X-rayed  in  each 
group,  the  number  of  significant  tuberculous  cases  referred  to 
the  Chest  Clinic,  and,  of  these,  the  number  notified  as  at  ist 
-March,  1953. 


GROUP 

Number 

X-rayed 

Referred  to  Chest 
Clinic 

Notified 

No. 

% of  Total 
X-rayed 

No. 

% of  Total 
X-rayed 

1.  Organised  Surveys  : 
Mainly  workers  in 
Industry  . . 

18,610 

107 

0-57 

69 

0-37 

2.  Schools  ; Children 
and  Staff  . . 

440 

12 

2-73 

8 

1'82 

3.  Public  Sessions 

3,960 

16 

0.40 

11 

0-28 

4.  Doctors'  Patients  at 
Grove  House 

740 

14 

1-89 

11 

1-49 

6.  Other  small  groups 
at  Grove  House  . . 

810 

3 

0-37 

2 

0'25 

24,560 

152 

062 

101 

0'41 

Xational  average  for  all  Mass  Radiography  Units  : 0.39. 

Group  2 was  a survey  at  a secondar\-  modern  school  in 
Coventry  which  was  done  at  the  request  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer.  One  member  of  the  staff  was  found  to  have  active 
tuberculosis  with  a positive  sputum,  and  1 1 children  had 
significant  lesions- — 7 of  whom  are  now  notified  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  ff'hi.s  survey  does  illustrate  the  urgency  for  all 
adults  who  arc  in  regular  ('ontact  w'ith  children  to  have 
annual  X-rays  of  the  chest. 

4.  The  complete  analysis  of  the  152  cases  referredi  to  the  Chest 
Clinic  is  given  in  the  following  table  : 
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(a)  Active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  notified  as 

such  (4.  II  per  1,000  of  number  x-rayed)  ...  loi 

(b)  Having  clinically  significant  lesions  and 

remaining  under  observation  but  not  yet 
notified  (1.95  per  1,000  of  number  x-rayed)  ...  48 

(c)  Having  clinically  significant  lesions  but 
referred  to  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  (0.04  per 

1,000  of  number  x-rayed)  ...  ...  ...  i 

{(i)  Clinically  significant  lesion,  but  transferred  out 
before  being  notified  (0.08  per  1,000  of  number 
x-rayed)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Statistics  of  new  cases  seen  at  the  clinic  during  1952  show 
a decrease  on  those  for  1951  (i.e.,  755  : 832).  It  will  be  recalled 
that  the  peak  year  of  1946  gave  a figure  of  1,470.  It  is  also  of 
interest  to  record  that  of  the  735  new  cases  seen,  no  less  than  556 
were  later  proved  to  be  non-venereal. 

Further  commentary  is  given  on  page  4b  under  Section  28 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

In  the  following  pages  1 have  dealt,  as  in  1951,  with  the 
services  which  come  within  the  terms  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  in  the  following  order  : — ■ 


Section 

21. 

Health  Centres. 

) ) 

22. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

) ) 

23- 

Midwifery. 

) y 

24. 

Health  Visiting. 

y y 

25- 

Home  Nursing. 

y y 

26. 

V'accination  and  Immunisation. 

y y 

27. 

.Ambulance  Service. 

y y 

28. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-  Care. 

y y 

29. 

Domestic  Help. 

y y 

51- 

Mental  Health. 

Healtii  Centres. 

Section  21 

In  accordance  with  Section  21  of  the  National  Health  Service 
■Act  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Local  Health  .Authority  to  provide 
and  maintain  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Minister  premises  which 
shall  be  called  “Health  Centres”,  at  which  facilities  shall  be  avail- 
able for  all  or  any  of  the  following  purposes  : — 


(a)  For  the  provision  of  general  imedical  services  under 
Part  IV  of  this  Act  by  medical  practitioners. 

(h)  For  the  provision  of  general  dental  services  under  Part 
IV  of  this  Act  by  dental  practitioners. 

(c)  For  the  provision  of  pharmaceutical  services  under  Part 
IV  of  this  Act  by  registered!  pharmacists. 

(d)  For  the  provision  or  organisation  of  any  of  the  services 
which  the  Local  Health  Aulthority  are  required  or 
empowered  to  provide. 

(e)  For  the  provision  of  the  services  of  specialists  or  other 
services  provided  for  out-patients  under  Part  III  of  this 
Act. 

(/)  For  the  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Local 
Health  Authority  by  Section  179  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  or  Section  298  of  the  Public  Health  (London) 
Act,  1936,  for  the  publication  of  information  on 
questions  related  to  health  or  disease  and  for  the 
delivery  of  lectures  and  for  the  display  of  pictures  or 
cinematograph  films  in  which  such  questions  are  dealt 
with. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Section  22 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  1952  under  the  control  of  the 
department  ; — 

19  infant  welfare  centres  with  27  weekly  sessions. 

9 ante-natal  clinics  with  10  weekly  sessions. 

I post-natal  clinic  with  i weekly  session. 

The  nineteen  welfare  centres  at  present  in  use  are  as  follows  : 
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In  addition  the  following  clinics  ai’e  held  at  Gulson  Road  : B.C.G. : Tuesday  and  Friday 

Ihediatric : Friday 
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The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  various  city  infant 
welfare  centres  during  the  year  was  61,098  (1951 — 61,726),  whilst 
the  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  numbered  9,449  (1951  — 
9>53')- 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  stalling  of  the  centres  by 
part-time  state  registered  nurses  and  p>art-time  clinic  attendants 
have  continued  during  1952,  and  there  are  7 nurses  and  15 
attendants  employed.  This  has  released  members  of  the  health 
visiting  staff  for  their  more  essential  work  of  home  visiting. 

The  provision  of  a joint  maternity  and  child  welfare  and 
school  health  clinic  at  Broad  Street  was  decided  upon  by  the 
Health  Committee  in  1950  and  the  necessary  financial  provision 
has  been  made  in  the  1953  estimates.  The  plans  of  this  building 
have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  these  are 
sulUciently  adaptable  for  future  extension  into  a more 
comprehensive  Health  Centre  if  need  be  and  when  financial  and 
other  considerations  are  more  favourable. 

■Much  consideration  was  given  during  the  year  to  the 
possibility  of  providing  a Health  Centre  on  the  Humphrey  Wanley 
Crescent  in  the  Tile  Hill  development  area.  .A.fter  concentrated 
negotiations  with  those  local  practitioners  most  likely  to  be  affected, 
there  was  an  optimistic  though  guarded  feeling  that  a “pilot” 
Health  Centre  would  materialise,  and  detailed  plans  were  prepared 
accordingly.  After  the  subject,  however,  had  been  discussed  with 
the  Local  Executive  Council’s  representatives  and  the  Ministry  at 
a later  date,  the  Local  .'\uthority  were  reluctantly  obliged  to 
discard  the  project.  Subsequently  plans  for  a joint  maternity  and 
child  welfare  and  school  health  clinic  were  drawn  up  and  submitted 
to  the  Ministry,  and  there  are  now  reasonable  hopes  that  they  may 
be  approved. 

There  remains  a need  for  modern  joint  maternity  and  child 
welfare  and  school  facilities  in  other  parts  of  the  city,  and  we 
have  in  mind  as  first  measures  the  provision  of  such  projects  at 
Coundon,  Bell  Green,  and  Willenhall.  It  is  also  hoped  to  prepare 
plans  shortlv  for  a joint  maternity  and  child  welfare  centre  and 
day  nursery  in  the  Lower  Stoke  area. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  20/44,  routine 
arrangements  made  in  this  cx^nnection  still  continue  to  operate  as 
follows  : — 

The  notification  of  all  infants  under  5^1bs.  at  birth. 

The  availability  of  four  premature  baby  sets,  consisting 
of  treasure  cot  fitted  with  pockets  for  hot  water  bottles , 
rubber  hot  water  bottles:  mackintosh-covered  flock  pillo\v; 
Gamgee  suits  and  Belcroy  feeders.  These  sets  have  been  in 
use  twelve  times  during  the  year, 
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Each  midwife  keeps  in  reserve  two  Gamgee  baby  suits 
and  a maternity  outfit  for  use  in  emergency  cases. 

Oxygen  supplies  are  available  at  the  Health  Department 
and  at  the  Ambulance  Station  also,  for  the  use  of  any  doctor 
or  midwife. 

Special  carry  cots  are  available  at  the  .Ambulance  Station 
for  the  transport  of  premature  babies  to  hospital  when 
necessary. 

The  services  of  a consultant  paediatrician  are  available 
on  request  by  medical  practitioners  in  the  city. 

The  following  are  statistics  of  premature  births  occurring 
within  the  city  during  1952  : — 

*1.  The  number  of  live  premature  babies  notified  in  the  city 
was  187. 

2.  Of  the  above  59  were  born  at  home,  123  in  Gulson 
Hospital  and  5 in  nursing  homes. 

3.  Of  those  born  at  home  (59),  12  were  transferred  to 
hospital  within  24  hours ; of  the  47  remaining  in  their 
own  homes,  3 died  in  the  first  24  hours  and  44  were  alive 
at  the  expiration  of  one  month. 

4.  Of  those  born  in  hospital  (123),  12  died  in  the  first  24 
hours  and  100  were  alive  at  the  expiration  of  one  month. 

5.  Of  those  born  in  nursing  homes  (7),  none  died  in  the  first 
24  hours  and  5 were  alive  at  the  expiration  of  one  month, 

*The  number  of  premature  babies  born  in  Coventry  and 
Warwickshire  Hospital,  Keresley,  was  76.  These  are  not  included 
in  the  figure  187  shown  above. 

Dental  Care. 

The  Senior  .School  Dentist  (Mr.  M.  Raeside)  advises  me  that 
the  following  work  (see  table  below)  was  accomplished  during 
1952  in  connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  .Service. 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care. 
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The  depressing  picture  still  remains,  and  I am  unable  to 
report  anything  more  than  the  continuance  of  emergency  treat- 
ment. There  is  no  immediate  prospect  for  the  renewal  of  that 
“priority”  care  which  we,  in  common  with  other  enlightened 
maternity  and  child  welfare  authorities,  were  able  to  give  to 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  their  young  children  in  the 
past. 

Supply  of  Welfare  Foods. 

Dried  milks  from  a selected  list  and  other  suitable  preparations 
are  stocked  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  either  for  sale,  or  if 
the  need  is  proved,  for  free  issue. 

During  the  year  sales  to  the  value  of  7s.  od.  were 

made  at  the  various  centres;  this  compares  with  ;^9,433  gs.  lod. 
in  1951,  and  ^^8,857  in  1950. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits. 

Standardised  maternity  outfits  are  available  from  the  Health 
Department  for  the  needs  of  expectant  mothers  who  are  to  be 
confined  at  home.  A recommendation  signed  by  the  midwife  or 
doctor  is  required  before  issue. 

In  1952  the  number  of  such  outfits  issued  was  2,051.  .Since 
July  5th,  1948,  no  charge  has  been  made  for  these.  The  outfits 
have  been  modified  during  the  year  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
mothers  and  the  attendant  general  practitioners. 

Nursery  Provision. 

Day  Nurseries. 

The  day  nurseries  continued  to  fulfil  a most  useful  function 
and  were  working  at  near  optimum  capacity  when  on  13th  October, 
1952  the  local  health  authority,  acting  on  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  No.  23/52,  increased  the  basic  daily  charges  from  2s.  lod. 
per  day  to  gs.  od.  This  had  a disastrous  effect  upon  the  attend- 
ances, which  fell  from  a weekly  average  of  1,992  to  1,050  (47-1 
per  cent.)  in  four  weeks.  The  authority  was  quickly  obliged  to 
reconsider  its  charges  in  face  of  local  demand,  and  these  were 
reduced  as  from  8th  December  from  gs.  od.  to  6s.  od.  The 
subsequent  recovery  in  attendances  has  been  slow  but  steady,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  the  figure  has  reached  1,719  per  week. 

The  new  day  nursery  at  Monks  Park  op>ened  on  ist  January, 
1953,  and  was  erected  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
department  and  to  the  design  of  the  City  Architect.  It  is  a 
permanent  type  building  of  pleasing  appearance  and  incorporates 
the  lessons  which  have  been  assimilated  by  the  department 
through  long  practical  experience.  It  was  officially  opened  by  His 
M'orship  the  Mayor  of  Coventry  (Alderman  B.  H.  Gardner,  f.P.) 
on  the  4th  February,  1953. 

The  scheme  for  training  nursery  nurses  continues,  and  during 
ihe  year  eleven  nurses  have  received  their  N,ISTF.B,  certificates, 
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In  1952  tliere  were  490  places  for  children  in  the  nurseries 
and  4,637  children  made  85,203  attendances  during-  the  year. 

The  number  of  days  upon  which  day  nurseries  were  open 
during-  the  year  was  247. 


The  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  attendances  made 
and  the  numbers  on  the  regfister  for  each  day  nursery. 


DAY  NURSERY 

Number  on 
Register 

Attendances 

Total 

Attendances 

Age 

0 to  2 years 

Age 

2 to  5 years 

Canley 

60 

2,438 

6,075 

8,613 

Foleshill 

80 

6,463 

6,885 

13,348 

Holbrooks 

50 

2,692 

6,468 

9,160 

Poole  Road 

65 

2,678 

8,424 

11,102 

Queen  Philippa 

54 

5,476 

5,051 

10,527 

Stoke  Green 

55 

3,407 

5,923 

9,330 

Whoberley 

50 

2,442 

6,344 

8,786 

Windmill  Road 

36 

1,824 

8,856 

5,680 

Wyken 

50 

2,385 

6,372 

8,757 

Total  

490 

29,805 

65,398 

85,203 

CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN 
Mother  and  Baby  Home. 

We  still  feel  that  there  is  a probable  need  for  a municipal 
mother  and  baby  home,  and  this  project  will  eventually  be  g^iven 
due  consideration. 

It  is  still  the  case  that  Part  III  accommodation  under  the 
National  -Assistance  Act  is  very  limited  and  always  fully  occupied, 
so  that  the  Home  suggested  would  be  helpful  in  this  direction 
also. 

.Agency  arrangements  have  continued  with  St.  Faith’s  Shelter 
for  the  reception  of  such  unmarried  mothers  and  their  babies  whose 
care  and  maintenance  has  become  the  responsibility  of  the  local 
health  authority.  During  1952  there  were  50  mothers  and  41 
babies  dealt  with  at  this  shelter  on  our  behalf. 

In  addition,  the  department  has  accepted  responsibility  for 
the  maintenance  of  16  mothers  and  their  expected  children  in 
other  homes  (e.g.  London,  Birmingham,  etc.). 

The  need  for  a short-term  residential  nursery  still  exists  as 
stressed  in  my  previous  .Annual  Reports, 
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MIDWIFERY 

Section  23 


The  City  Council  is  the  local  supervising^  authority  under  the 
Midwives’  Acts,  and  during  the  year  1952  they  received  notice  of 
intention  tc  practise  midwifery  from  the  following  : — 

Municipal  Midwives,  including  2 Queen’s  Nursing  Sisters 
Midwives  employed  in  nursing  homes 
Independent  domiciliary  midwives 
Midwives  working  as  maternity  nurses  only 
Hospital  midwives 


44 
M 
3 
3 
1 1 
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'I'here  are  five  houses  and  two  flats  provided  by  the  Council 
for  municipal  midwives,  and  telephones  are  installed  in  all  mid- 
wives’ houses. 

'I'hc  liaison  between  general  practitioners  and  municipal  mid- 
wives is  generally  satisfactory. 

The  Council  have  also  approved  a loan  scheme  so  that 
midwives  are  able  to  purchase  cars  and  repay  the  Council  over 
a period  of  four  years. 


A summary  of  statistics  is  given  below  : — 


c c 

of  births  attended  : As  Midwives  1,622 

As  Maternity 

Nurses  260 

of  visits  paid  : — 

1952. 

1,882 

I95J- 

2,065 

(a)  Ante-natal 

1 i,c86 

1 1,409 

(h)  Nursing 

45,066 

39.47- 

(c)  Special  visits 

1. 102 

1,032 

{cl)  Visits  to  patients  returned  from 
hospital 

6,672 

2,568 

(e)  No.  of  patients  returned  from  hospital 
for  nursing  at  home  before  the  14th 
day 

T559 

872 

No. 

of  requests  sent  for  medical  aid  ... 

551 

5 '3 

No. 

of  cases  transferred  to  hospitals  ... 

1 16 

233 

No. 

of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  analgesia 
was  used 

1 ,461 

C544 

No. 

of  abortions 

27 

43 

No. 

of  advisory  attendances  made  at : 

(a)  .Ante-natal  clinics 

887 

657 

{h)  Post-natal  clinics 

116 

74 

No. 

of  analgesic  machines  in  use  in  department 

44 

40 

-No. 

of  municipal  midwives  "trained  to  use 
machines  ,,,  ,.. 

43 

39 

The  independent  midwives  attended  ig  confinements  during 
the  year;  they  administered  gas  and  air  analgesia  in  13  cases  and 
sent  for  medical  aid  in  3 cases. 

The  number  of  births  occurring  in  private  nursing  homes  was 
jii;  here  there  were  168  gas-air  analgesic  administrations  and 
medical  aid  was  required  in  i case. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Section  24 

There  were  17  full-time  and  3 part-time  health  visitors  in  the 
service  of  the  local  authority  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  they 
continued  to  offer  essential  domiciliary  advice  and  guidance  to 
mothers  and  their  chiltiren.  It  should  also  be  appreciated  that  the 
health  visitors  were  responsible  for  103  reports  relating  to  housing 
conditions  which  adversely  affected  the  health  of  Coventry  citizens. 

The  shortage  of  health  visitors  commented  upon  last  year  has 
continued,  but  the  steps  taken  in  appointing  student  health  visitors 
and  sending  them  to  out-of-town  training  courses  is  beginning  to 
bear  fruit.  The  successful  candidates  after  qualification  are 
required  to  serve  in  the  department  as  health  visitors  for  not  less 
than  one  year.  This  has  partly  met  the  falling  numbers  of  visitors 
and  it  is  hoped  that  in  time  a full  complement  of  staff  will  be 
restored. 

During  the  year  a beginning  was  made  in  combining  the  duties 
of  health  visitors  with  those  of  school  nurses,  thus  extending  the 
interest  and  scope  of  work  in  these  posts.  Considerable  adminis- 
trative preparations  were  involved  and  a pilot  scheme  was 
commenced  in  one  area  of  the  city. 

The  work  of  the  tuberculosis  visitors  is  referred  to  more 
conveniently  on  page  46  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Mealth 
Service  Act. 
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1952 

1951 

Ante-natal  cases 

516 

863 

Notified  births 

4,188 

4,429 

Revisits  to  notified  births 

15.127 

14,941 

Children  aged  1 — 5 years 

19,063 

26,009 

Infant  death  enquiries  . . 

67 

106 

Stillbirth  enquiries 

51 

56 

Visits  to  ophthalmia  cases 

7 

4 

,,  ,,  tuberculosis  cases 

1,571 

3,625 

,,  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases 

229 

251 

,,  ,,  other  infectious  diseases  .. 

29 

82 

,,  ,,  special  cases 

1,026 

2.629 

,,  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

— 

1 

,,  to  homes  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  contacts  of  poliomyelitis  .. 

21 

59 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  cerebro  spinal  fever 

11 

10 

Swabs  taken  of  diphtheria  contacts 

11 

-- 

Sessions  at  Welfare  Centres 

3,740 

4.255 

REPORT  ON  ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME,  1952 

During-  the  year  the  visits  made  by  health  visitors  were  as 


^952. 

^951 

Number  of  cases  investigated  ... 

40 

57 

Cases  detained  in  hospital 

■3 

M 

Deaths 

2 

Cases  treated  in  Out-Patients  Dept. 

29 

Cases  treated  by  own  doctor 

5 

1 1 

Cases  treated  by  chemist  ... 

I 

Cases  treated  at  home 

Cases  treated  at  Out-Patients 

4 

3 

Dept,  and  by  own  Doctor  ... 

4 

7 
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Nature  of  Accident. 

Burns  and  scalds  ••• 
Cuts  and  abrasions 
Head  injuries 
Fractures 

Bruises  and  shock  ... 

Blinded 

Poisoning 

Concussion 

Dog  Bite 

•Miscellaneous 


1952.  1951 

16  24 

10  23 

6 — 

5 14 

I — 
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There  has  not  been  such  concentrated  visiting  owing  to 
shortage  of  staff  and  there  has  been  a definite  improvement  in  the 
care  of  children  by  their  parents  in  the  home.  The  incidence  still 
appears  to  be  the  same,  burns  and  scalds  causing  the  highest 
percentage  of  accidents,  and  these  result  usually  from  over- 
crowding. 

Cuts  and  abrasions  have  been  chiefly  due  to  the  exuberance 
of  the  child  who  often  falls  on  to  tin  toys,  or  other  sharp-edged 
objects. 

The  head  injuries  were  chiefly  caused  by  climbing  and  falling. 

Three  of  the  accidents  could  possibly  have  been  prevented  by 
improved  'inothercraft.  If  it  were  possible  for  certain  mothers  to 
obtain  greater  relaxation  and  holidays  then  there  is  a likelihood 
that  many  of  these  accidents  might  be  averted. 

In  small  overcrowded  houses  vvhere  there  are  children  there 
is  always  the  danger  of  accidents. 


HOlVfE  NURSING 

Section  25 

The  staff  engaged  in  the  Home  Nursing  Service  at  31st 
December,  1952,  was  as  follows  : — ■ 

1 Superintendent 
3 .'Vssistant  Superintendents 
33  FulDtime  nurses  (including  4 male  nurses) 

15  Part-time  nurses 
I Clerk-telephonist 

I'he  resident  staff  is  accommodated  (with  one  exception)  in 
the  central  nurses’  home  at  Park  Road/Manor  Road,  where  four 
medium  sized  houses  are  linked.  The  exception  mentioned  is  the 
district  nurse/midwife  who  lives  in  the  nurses’  home  at  Binley 
a private  house  in  St.  James  Lane,  specially  adapted  for  the 
purpose.  .Another  branch  home  at  Foleshill  was  closed  during 
the  year.  The  nurses  previously  accommodated  there  were 
transferred  to  the  central  home  at  their  own  request  for  social  and 
domestic  reasons. 
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The  health  of  the  staff  has  been  reasonably  good  although 
two  of  the  nurses  developed  allergic  reactions  to  streptomycin  and 
had  to  be  relieved  from  their  work  for  a period. 

The  expansion  of  the  work  has  continued  and  with  a total  of 
185,806  visits  in  the  year  1952— an  increase  of  25,300  over  1951  — 
some  idea  of  the  public  demand  for  nursing  services  will  be 
gathered.  The  number  of  visits  each  day  of  the  year  averages 
509,  and  put  another  way  this  is  the  equivalent  of  more  than  2 
out  of  every  3 persons  in  the  city  receiving  one  visit  per  year. 


Statistics  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 


1952. 

1951- 

Total  number  of  cases  attendedi  ••• 

5,607 

4.721 

Number  of  new  cases  attended  ... 

5.005 

4.154 

Number  of  visits  made,  including  2,564 

night  visits 

185,806 

160,523 

Number  of  operations  attended 

85 

85 

New  cases  referred  for  treatment  by  : — 

Private  doctors 

4.337 

3.420 

Health  Department 

262 

406 

Hospitals 

406 

328 

5.005 

4.154 

Results  of  treatment  were  as  follows  : — 

Convalescent 

2,638 

1.947 

Sent  to  hospital  ... 

490 

435 

Relieved 

1,302 

1,200 

Died 

5'6 

537 

Remaining  under  care 

661 

602 

5.607 

4.721 

In  the  light  of  these  figures  it  will  be  appreciated  that  transport 
for  the  nurses  became  an  outstanding  problem  for  solution.  This 
matter  was  considered  at  length  and  it  was  finally  agreed  to 
provide  an  additional  car  (making  four  in  all)  and,  as  suitable 
conditions  and  facilities  became  available,  to  engage  a staff  of  two 
to  three  women  drivers  to  take  driving  duties  on  rota. 

The  increase  in  the  amount  of  pre-operative  and  post-oper- 
ative work  continues  apace,  and  the  existing  custom  of  discharging 
patients  quite  early  from  hospitals  has  been  facilitated  by  the 
domiciliary  nursing  service. 

The  considerable  growth  of  antibiotic  therapy  has  placed 
further  duties  upon  the  staff.  The  following  tables  show  (a)  a 
summary  of  reasons  for  nurses  being  called  in  and  (h)  the  numbers 
of  injections  given  during  the  year. 
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An  analysis  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  given 


in  the  following  table  ; — 

Xo.  of  patients  on  the  books  at  ist  January  ...  602 

\o.  of  new  patients  during  the  year  ...  ...  5,00 

Xo.  of  patients  on  the  books  at  31st  December  ...  66 

Xo.  of  patients  nursed  during  the  year  ...  ...  5,60 

Xo.  of  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  185,80 

Reason  for  Visit.  Xo.  of  Cases. 

Respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  417 

Circulatory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  317 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis 
Limb  diseases 
Head  diseases 
Stomach  diseases 


Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Otitis  media  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

Puerperal  infections  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

.Miscarriages  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

•Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  214 

Other  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 


2,216 

•Xursing  and  attendance  on  old  age  pensioners  1,270 

on  children  under  5 421 

Patients  for  injections  (other  than  those 

above  under  separate  heading)  ...  ...  1,700 


5>6g7 


injeefion.s  sriven  in  1952. 

•Streptomycin  20,048;  penicillin  16,943;  insulin  39,150; 
anahaemin  1.879;  mersalyl  3,453;  cytamin  335;  atropine  15; 
adrenalin  458;  vitamin  “B”  261;  prostigmin  204;  progestin 
60;  H.ii  99;  .A.T.S.  3;  testoesterone  42;  lytensium  117; 
plexon  16;  vitamin  “D”  6;  myoervein  5.  Total  : 83,094. 


In  addition  to  .^^these  figures,  the  Superintendent  or  her 
•Assistants  made  2,163  supervisory  visits. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Section  26 

•Xrrangements  for  vaccination  and  immunisation  continue  as 
follows  : — 

I.  Invitation  forms,  with  tear-off  reply  slips,  are  sent  to  the 
parent  of  each  child  whose  birth  is  notified  to  the  Health 
Department. 

c 
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2.  Upon  the  return  of  the  tear-off  (which  allows  for  the 
seleclion  of  a private  doctor  or  the  medical  staff  at  the 
infant  welfare  centre)  the  doctor  or  the  centre  is  advised 
of  the  parents’  request  and  asked  lo  make  the  necessary 
arrangements. 

3.  Supplies  of  antigens  are  available  from  the  Health 
Department  upon  request  by  the  doctor;  lymph  is  obtain- 
able from  the  Birmingham  City  Laboratory. 

4.  The  doctors  and/or  the  centres  return  the  co^mpleted 
records  to  the  Health  Department  showing  the  work  done 
and  the  appropriate  dates. 

Immunisation. 

I have  mentioned  on  previous  occasions  the  considerable 
benefit  which  has  been  derived  in  this  city  and  indeed  throughout 
the  country  by  diphtheria  immunisation.  I should  like  to  stress 
once  again,  however,  that  there  will  always  remain  the  need  to 
keep  up  a satisfactory  “pool”  of  immunity  in  the  population  for 
the  simple  reason  that  there  will  always  be  a proportion  of  people 
in  the  community  unknowingly  carrying  the  infection.  Parents 
would  be  well  advised,  therefore,  to  ensure  that  their  children  are 
protected  by  immunisation. 


Vaccination. 

Out  of  3,389  births,  some  1,431  were  vaccinated:  this  is 
equivalent  to  approximately  42  per  cent,  and  is  about  26  per  cent, 
higher  than  that  recorded  in  the  daj's  of  compulsory  vaccination 
prior  to  the  Act.  This  is  worthy  of  note  since  it  is  within  my 
recent  knowledge  that  many  local  authorities  are  finding  consider- 
able reductions  as  compared  with  the  pre-1948  “compulsory” 
davs. 


'file  following  are  .statistics  available  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1952  ; — 

1.  Number  of  invitations  sent  out  : 

. . for  vaccination  3,389 

for  immunisation  3,389 

— — 6,778 

2.  Number  of  requests  received 

Diph.  117;. 

For  immunisation  ...  3,757  ,2,761  6,518 

,,  vaccination  ...  >,863 


Cuiiipletcd  Iininuiiisatioiis  and  Vaccinations. 

InJiUil  Private 


II 

'cl  fa  re. 

Doctors. 

Tolal. 

(a) 

For  diphtheria  immunisation 

2,304 

•,077 

3,381 

(^) 

Secondary  0 r boosting 

injections 

2,039 

1 26 

2,165 

(0 

For  whooping  cough 
ini'inunisation  onlv  ... 

1 ,209 

484 

1,693 

(‘0 

For  vaccination 

6 1 4 

817 

1,431 

(‘-0 

For  revaccination 

•93 

95 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Section  27 

Another  year  of  outstanding;  achievement  is  to  be  recorded 
lor  the  combined  efforts  of  the  City  Ambulance  Service  and  the 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  Ambulance 
Service.  The  agency  agreement  between  the  City  Council  and  the 
Hospital  Saturday  Fund  has  continued.  -A  closer  integration  of  the 
two  branches  has  l>een  possible  and  the  members  have  worked  very 
satisfactorily  together. 

The  public  obtains  ambulance  transport  facilities  from  a 
combined  service  with  vehicles  manned  24  hours  each  day  by 
crews  irrespective  of  their  derivation  from  City  or  Hospital 
Saturday  Fund  services.  .A  single  set  of  advance  bookings  and 
records  is  maintained. 


The  statistics  for  1952  show  that  in  Coventry  the  demand  for 
ambulance  transport  is  still  increasing.  During  the  year  101,486 
patients  were  carried  bv  the  ambulances  and  sitting  case  cars, 
and  the  total  mileage  covered  by  all  vehicles  was  430,397;  this 
compares  with  the  previous  year’s  figures  of  89,041  patients  and 
429,296  miles,  giving  an  increase  of  12,445  patients  for  an 
additional  i,ioi  miles  only. 

.A  comparison  of  the  average  number  of  patients  removed  is 
as  follows  : — 


5.7.48—31.12.48 
I. .1.49 — 31. 12.49 
i-'-5<^3i-I2.5o 

1- 1-51— 31-  '2.51 

1. 1.52 — 31.12.52 


154  per  day 

181  ,,  ,, 

202  ,,  ,, 

244  ,,  ,, 

277  ,,  ,, 


The  maximum  number  of  patients  moved  in  any  one  da\' 
during  the  year  was  475 — tin  increase  of  76  over  the  corresponding 
figure  for  the  preceding  year. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  average  mileagi-  per  natient 
moved  in  the  city  for  1952  was  4.2;  this  figure  i.s  approximately 
one  half  of  the  national  average  for  ambulance  services  operated  by 
countv  councils  tmd  county  borough  councils  throughout  the 
country.  The  central  siting  of  the  two  large  hospitals  and  of  the 
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ambulance  depot,  together  with  telecommunication  control  has 
seemingly  influenced  this  liappy  state  of  affairs. 

The  two  charts  which  appear  later  in  this  re{xjrt  show  (i)  the 
average  and  maximu'in  number  of  patients  removed  each  day  of 
the  week  for  the  whole  of  the  year,  and  {2)  the  average  and  the 
maximum  number  of  patients  moved  during  three-hourly  periods 
in  any  24-hour  day. 

Personnel. 


The  strength  of  the  service  on  31st 
follow'S  : — 

December,  1952,  was 

Hospital 
City  Saturday 
Ambulance  Fund. 

Superintendent 

I 

— 

Senior  Control  Oflicer  ... 

— 

I 

Maintenance  Oflicer 

— 

I 

Ambulance  Control  Oflicers 

1 

3 

,,  ,,  ,,  Acting 

3 

.\n>bulance  Drivers— Male 

32 

30 

Female  ... 

5 

St.  John’s  Nurses 

2 
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It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a reduction  of  three  personnel 
on  tile  City  .\mbulance  side  over  the  preceding  year,  whereas  the 
Hospital  Saturday  Fund  total  remains  the  same. 

Of  the  total,  five  of  the  male  drivers  are  engaged  as 
mechanics,  and  one  other  man  is  engaged  as  liaison  oflicer  in  a 
kiosk  in  the  out-patients  department  at  the  Coventry  and 
Warwickshire  Hospital.  His  duties  include  the  receiving  and 
disposal  of  all  requests  for  transport  of  out-patients  at  that 
hospital,  and  the  co-ordination  of  necessary  arrangements  between 
the  hospital  and  the  ambulance  station  control  room.  This  system 
has  proved  mosi  useful  in  the  speedier  disposal  of  patients  and 
has  helped  to  eliminate  duplicate  calls.  One  other  City  .Ambulance 
driver  is  designated  to  assist  the  Superintendent  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  service. 

The  health  of  the  City  Ambulance  personnel  during  the  year 
has  been  generally  good.  495  davs  were  lost  as  a result  of  sickness 
and  a further  83  days  w'ithout  pay  by  personnel  for  various  personal 
and  domestic  reasons. 

Four  members  of  the  service  were  called  upon  to  undergo 
their  “Z”  reserve  training-  for  a total  period  of  61  days. 

.\  standardised  uniform  is  now  issued  to  all  personnel,  and 
these  are  scheduled  to  be  replaced  annuallv  in  March. 

1 am  indebted  to  the  Ambulance  Superintendent  (Mr.  F. 
Warwick)  for  the  following  routine  report  : — 


It 


t 


A nihiihutce  Service:  Neve  lype  Six-Seuter  Sitting  Ciise  A nibiiliince. 
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Duties  and  Leave. 

“The  male  drivers  of  the  service  work  on  the  three  shift  system 
with  hours  of  duty  as  follows;  6 — 2;  2 — 10;  and  10—6.  The 
female  drivers  work  only  during-  the  daytime  period  of  8 — 5 or 
9 — 6.  An  88-hour  fortnig-ht  on  duty  is  in  operation  to  give  an 
average  of  44  hours  duty  per  week  for  all  personnel  who  are  paid 
weekly. 

•Annual  leave  of  two  weeks  is  taken  during  the  period  from 
.May  to  September,  w hilst  a further  7 days  in  lieu  of  bank  holidays 
worked  is  taken  during  the  winter  months. 


Vehicles. 

The  operational  vehicle  strength  at  31st  December  was  as 
follows  : — 


Ciiy  Ambulance.  H.S.F, 
-Ambulances  ...  ...  12  12 

Sitting  Case  Cars  ...  5 — 


17 
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\o  vehicles  have  been  disposed  of  during  the  year,  but  the 
following  new  vehi('lcs,  w'hich  are  included  in  the  above  total,  have 
been  added  to  the  fleet  : 

One  i2-seater  sitting  case  ambulance 
Tw'o  6-seater  sitting  case  ambulances 
One  6-seater  general  purpose  ambulance 

A further  5 vehicles  are  on  order  and  delivery  of  these  will 
be  ('ompleted  in  the  near  future. 


The  following  is  an  individual  record  of  each  vehicle  for  the 
vear  : — 


City  Ambulances. 


Reg- 

No. 

Makr. 

H.P. 

Date 

Purchased. 

19.')2 

M ileage. 

Total 

Mileage. 

EVC 

858 

Humber 

27 

1939 

8,842 

not  known 

GWK 

34(1 

27 

Oct. 

1947 

19,086 

91,440 

GVC 

468 

>> 

27 

Feb. 

1948 

19,204 

92,166 

GVC 

975 

27 

March 

1948 

18,558 

98,038 

GKV 

211 

27 

•April 

1948 

18,738 

90,421 

HRW 

967 

f9 

27 

.Tan. 

1949 

14, .548 

87,415 

FYH 

107 

Morris 

16 

-A  UR. 

1949 

5,318 

not  known 

OMY 

446 

.‘Mbinn 

26 

Dec. 

1947 

2,906 

>»  *♦ 

MHP 

579 

Morris 

14 

Aur. 

19.52 

6,428 

6,701 

MWK 

315 

99 

14 

Dec. 

1952 

1,085 

1,348 

\rwK 

316 

99 

14 

Dec. 

1952 

1,106 

1,369 

MWK 

219 

Bedford 

27 

Kov. 

1952 

617 

889 

Three  ol'  the  Humber  ambulances  have  been  fitted  vvith  new 
engines  during'  the  year. 


H.S.F.  Ambulances. 
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Reij. 

No. 

.Mil  he. 

II.P. 

.V  ilciiijr. 

FYH 

343 

;\loiTi.s 

16 

14,493 

.\11  these  are  ex-W.]). 

FYH 

513 

» ♦ 

16 

10,432 

vehicles  and  were  made 

I' YU 

527 

> » 

16 

15,445 

dll  rills' 

the  1939-40 

pei-iod 

t'YH 

278 

» ♦ 

16 

12,256 

whit'll 

were  converted 

GXAY 

229 

.\u.stiii 

27 

13,059 

into  anihnlances 

tlnrinsi 

CiXY 

783 

27 

23,204 

194.7/48 

c;xY 

790 

27 

17,955 

GYF 

1 

27 

17,290 

The 

total  mileage  of 

GA"F 

2 

» « 

27 

15,114 

these 

vehicles 

is  not 

GYE 

995 

27 

13,748 

known. 

but  it  is 

known 

GYF 

988 

27 

18,631 

that  each  has  done  over 

GYF 

28 

> 1 

27 

13,089 

100,000 

m iles. 

C.A.  Sitting  Case  Cars. 


rtpfj. 

No. 

Make.  JI.P. 

Daip 

Purchaspd. 

19. ')2 

Milpofip. 

Total 

Milpaqp 

HTTP 

664 

TTnniber  ITnwl:  14 

Se])t 

1948 

15,387 

102,039 

JDU 

346 

..  , 14 

.Tilly 

1949 

26,611 

68,922 

JHP 

32 

..  14 

An-,'. 

1949 

.30,821 

81,010 

.TRW 

242 

14 

Nov 

1949 

24,338 

68,663 

.TRIV 

635 

„ ,,  14 

.1  an. 

1950 

31,988 

74,219 

Of  the  ambulances,  one  is  reserved  entirely  for  the  conveyance 
of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases. 

An  additional  Albion  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Civ'c 
.Airport  is  garaged  at  the  ambulance  station  and  is  maintained  by 
this  department.  It  is  taken  to  the  airport  daily  as  and  when 
required  by  personnel  from  this  department. 

Two  other  utility  vehicles  and  one  van  are  kept  at  the 
ambulance  station,  the  latter  vehicle  being  used  mainly  for  Civil 
Defence  driving  tuition. 


Petrol  Supplies. 

Petrol  supplies  throughout  the  year  have  been  obtained  from 
the  National  Benzole  Company  for  the  pump  situated  at  the 
ambulance  station.  From  this  pump,  apart  from  the  City 
.Ambulance  vehicles,  all  vehicles  of  the  Health  Department  are 
supplied  with  petrol,  as  well  as  ambulances  from  other  areas  which 
come  to  or  pass  through  Coventry,  and  produce  the  standard 
requisition.  The  amount  due  is  then  charged  to  the  authority 
concerned.  Likewise,  Coventrv  ambulance  service  vehicles  have, 
on  several  occasions,  obtained  petrol  from  other  authorities  whilst 
engaged  on  long  distance  journeys. 

.A.  separate  pump  and  storage  tank  provide  petrol  for  the 
Hospital  Saturday  Fund  ambulances. 

Method  of  Transmission  of  Calls. 

.All  telephone  messages  are  received  through  the  Hospital 
Saturday  Fund  switchboard  which  is  operated  by  their  personnel. 


Anihuhuice  Service:  Xew  type  14-Seater  Bus  for  Sitting  Cases. 


.19 


Messages  eome  through  the  (I.P.O.  (Coventry  5,041 — 6 lines), 
City  Police,  City  Fire  Brigade,  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital  and  Gulson  Hospital,  the  last  tour  being  on  direct  lines 
t'roni  each  switchboard.  This  system  has  worked  smoothly. 

.Most  999  emergency  calls  fro'm  surrounding  county  districts 
come  to  Coventry  via  the  Coventry  exchange  and  5041  and  are 
dealt  with  by  the  Coventry  ambulance  service. 

.All  messages  are  passed  to  drivers  either  in  writing  on 
prescribed  forms,  or  over  the  radio  telephones. 

Telecommunications. 

The  12  ambulances  and  3 sitting  case  cars  which  are  fitted 
with  Pye  telecommunication  equipment  have  been  in  great  demand. 

Due  to  the  increased  use  of  radio,  by  passing  messages  out 
to  vehicles  when  they  become  empty,  the  average  mileage  per 
patient  removed  is  again  reduced  to  4.2.  This  compares  with  last 
year’s  figure  of  4.8,  when  radio  was  in  use  for  about  nine  months, 
and  the  previous  year’s  figure  (1950)  without  radio  of  5.3. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  remarkable  economy  in 
mileage  has  been  achieved  with  only  half  the  fleet  of  vehicles 
being  equipped  with  radio.  I do  feel  that  if  it  were  possible  to 
have  more  vehicles  so  equipped,  an  even  greater  saving  in  mileage 
would  result. 

Occupation  Centre,  Bums  Road. 

Extra  demands  have  been  placed  upon  the  .Ambulance  Service 
in  providing  transport  for  the  purpose  of  taking  mental  defectives 
to  and  from  the  Occupation  Centre  daily.  This  work  accounts  for 
an  increase  in  the  auml^r  of  patients  carried  during  the  year  of 
7,000.  Two  ambulances  are  usedt  each  morning  and  evening  for 
this  work. 

Spa  treatment  at  Leamington  Pump  Room. 

Patien-ts  are  taken  each  day  from  their  homes  in  Coventry  to 
the  Pump  Room  at  Leamington  for  various  forms  of  treatment. 
In  addjtion  two  journeys  each  week  are  made  to  take  children  from 
the  Baginton  Fields  Special  School  for  treatment  at  Leamington. 

On  seven  occasions  during  the  year  two  or  more  ambulances 
have  been  required  to  attend  accident  calls  where  a number  of 
persons  have  received  injuries. 

Further  analysis  of  the  work  done  by  the  Ambulance  .Service 
is  shown  in  the  various  charts  which  follow. 

In  spite  of  occasional  transport  dilliculties  which  arise,  and 
which  are  common  in  all  similar  type  services,  the  work  of  the 
department  has  proceeded  very  smoo'thly. 

In  conclusion,  I would  congratulate  all  those  working  in  the 
.Ambulance  .8er\’ice  on  their  elliciencv  which  has  been  apparent 
throughout  the  year”, 


4f) 


OC 


t/J 


8 

nJ 


The  figures  for  work  done  by  Ambulances  is  combined  due  to  the  fact  that  personnel  and  vehicles  are  pooled. 


TRANSPORT  AND  OTHER  WORK  (NUMBER  OF  JOURNEYS). 
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Analysis  of  Patients  Conveyed  in  Journeys  out  of  Town 

Total 

Patients  discharged  or  after  treatment  at  Coventry 
Hospitals  to  places  outside  City  

83 

Patients  for  or  after  tieatment  in  Hospitals  or  Clinics 
outside  Coventry  

3,479 

Patients  discharged  form  Hospital,  Convalescent  Home  or 
Nursing  Home  outside  Coventry  

1,407 

Removals  from  Houses  in  Coventry  to  Houses  in  other 
towns  

22 

Admissions  to  Hospital,  Ntirsing  Home  or  Convalescent 
Home  outside  Coventry  

545 

Transfers  from  Coventry  Hospitals  to  Hospitals  or  Con- 
valescent Homes  outside  Coventry  or  return  

1,703 

Total  ... 

7.239 

Number  of  .Tourneys  over  50  miles  radius  from  Coventry  ... 
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CHART  SHOWING  THE  DAILY  MAXIMUM 
AND  DAILY  AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF 
PATIENTS  REMOVED  THROUGHOUT 
THE  YEAR 
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CHART  SHOWING  THE  ANNUAL  AVERAGE 
DEMAND  FOR  AMBULANCE  TRANSPORT  IN 
THREE  HOURLY  PERIODS  THROUGHOUT 
THE  24  HOURS  OF  THE  DAY 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PATIENT 


o 

FROM  H 

C.  &W. 
Hospital 

Keresley 

Hospital 

Gulson 

Hospital 

City 

Isolation 

Hospital 

! Highview 

Hospital 

Annexes 

Nursing 

Homes 

Dover  Street 

Clinic 

Paybody 

Hospital 

Allesley 

Hall 

1 

Home 

27,768 

2,158 

4,307 

613 

197 

3 

133 

2,553 

103 

9 

77 

C.  & W.  Hospital 

5 

532 

510 

167 

17 

48 

2 

3 

3 

313 

— 

Golson  Hospital 

333 

44 

— 

58 

12 

12 

6 

— 

5 

1 

100 

Keresley  Hospital  . . 

318 

— 

31 

23 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

204 

Dover  Street  Clinic 

2 

Pavbody  Hospital 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

— 

Allesley  Hall 

78 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

City  Isolation  Hospital 

167 

9 

285 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nursing  Homes 

1 

"7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

The  Towers,  Kenilworth  . . 

1 

— 

3 

- 

Kenilworth  Conv’l  Home  . . 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pump  Room,  Leamington 

Gulson  Road,  Clinics 

1 

Hiohview  Hospital  . . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Annexes 

56 

— 

10 

— 

9 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Railway  Stations 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Local  Hosp.  or  Clinics 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

63 

— 

— 

— 

Out  of  Town  Hospitals 

- 

Burns  Road  Centre  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

28,733 

2,750 

5,167 

862 

235 

no 

150 

2,619 

114 

358 

38 

rtf 

PLUS  jP 

PATIENTS  INVOLVED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  CLASsli 


Street 

Collapse 

Home 

Sport 

School 

Children 
AT  Play 

Work 

Factory 

Mines 

1,289 

622 

1,082 

120 

163 

174 

157 

100 

75 
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NVEYED  DURING  1952. 


T.  B.  Clinic 

1 

j Home 

Pump  Room, 
Leamington 

Convalescent 

Homes 

Warwick 

Central 

Hospital 

Railway 

Station 

Other 

j Hospitals 

Other 

Clinics 

The  Towers, 

Kenilworth 

Kenilworth 

Convalescent 

Home 

Work 

Bums  Road 

Centre 

Total 

313 

124 

2,648 

53 

71 

31 

1,101 

180 

— 

— 

— 

3,517 

45,978 

— 

29,465 

— 

— 

5 

6 

465 

— 

1 

58 

— 

— 

31,600 

— 

3,335 

— 

96 

1 

9 

95 

— 

926 

62 

— 

— 

5,095 

— 

3,028 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3,620 

— 

2,827 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2,885 

— 

148 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

191 

— 

230 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

331 

— 

137 

— 

3 

— 

— 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

651 

— 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

48 

— 

555 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

562 

8 

9 

— 

464 

464 

— 

239 

1 

— 

— 

— 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

271 

— 

10 

15 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

145 

— 

48 

49 

— 

558 

303 

— 

— 

— 

39 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

987 

— 

922 

922 

— 

3,561 

3,561 

313 

45,682 

2,954 

154 

78 

50 

1,849 

236 

927 

120 

0 

3,517 

97,384 

CD  ACCIDENT  AND  EMERGENCY  JOURNEYS. 


JPdblic 

•(PtACE 

Maternity 

Illness 

Other 

Types 

Services 
Not  Req’d 

Total  No. 

OF  Journeys 

Total  No. 

OF  Patifnts 

^115 



12 

64 

0 

153 

4,126 

4,102 

Total  Number  of  Patients  conveyed  during  year — 101,486 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Section  28 

'1  he  scheme  of  the  City  Council  under  .Section  28  of  the 
.National  Health  Service  Act  continued  to  function  insofar  as  it 
was  practicable  during-  1952.  The  routine  services  in  regard  to 
Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Disease,  Health  Kducation  and  the 
Provision  of  Nursing-  Equipment  and  .Appliances  have  progressed 
and  developed  within  reasonable  limits.  The  scheme  for  .Meals 
for  the  Sick  and  .Aged  which  commenced  in  July,  1949,  continues 
to  function  most  satisfactorily  and  is  referred  to  later  on  page  47. 


Tuberculosis. 

Domiciliary  visitation  of  tuberculosis  patients  is  considered  of 
major  importance  in  the  department,  as  indeed  are  all  those 
methods  designed  to  reduce  tlie  incidence  and  mortality  of  this 
disease. 

There  were  three  tuberculosis  visitors  available  on  the  staff 
during-  the  year  and  they  have  done  excellent  work. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  visitors  made  493  visits  to 
new  cases  and  the  total  number  of  visits  to  all  tuberculous  cases 
w-as  ' 1,800,  as’  compared  with  3,876  in  1951.  The  visitors  W'ere 
also  responsible  for  50  reports  on  housing  circumstances  of  special 
cases. 


In  1952,  one  shelter  w'as  issued  by  the  department  to  a tuber- 
c'ulous  patient,  and  a total  of  three  shelters  were  in  use  by  patients 
within  the  city.  Sputum  flasks  andl  disinfectants,  etc.,  were 
supplied  to  appropriate  cases  as  also  were  beds,  bedding  and 
personal  clothing  to  the  following  extent  : — 


Number 
of  ca'^ps 
invf.lve<i 

Number  of  Articles  involved 

Blankets 

Pillows 

Pillow 

Cases 

Quilts 

1 

Bi-ds  |iyiattresses;Shpets 

1 

Bed- 

rests 

3 

2 

4 

2 

2 

5 ! ft  3 

t • 

— 

The  majority  of  the  cases  applying  for  assistance  were  tuber- 
culous patients  in  receipt  of  allowances  from  the  National 
.Assistance  Board  and  the  Board  accepted  responsibility  for  the 
provision  of  bedding,  etc.  Thus  it  was  onlv  necessary'  for  the 
department  to  supplement  the  assistance  given  bv  the  Board  b)- 
wmy  of  additional  equipment  and  to  deal  with  those  cases  where 
no  National  .Assistance  allowance  was  payable.  In  this  connection 
a limited  amount  of  gift  furniture  was  distributed. 

.Supplementary  foodstuffs  in  the  form  of  milk,  fats  and  eggs, 
etc.,  were  allocated  throughout  the  year  lo  those  domiciliarv 
patients  in  need  of  them.  The  number  of  those  assisted  during 
the  year  w-as  315,  and  the  cost  ;^4,i88. 

.All  cases  referred  to  the  Health  Department  are  promptlv 
investigated  and  suitably  dealt  with. 
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Venereal  Diseases. 

Tile  Health  X'isitors  employed  by  the  Health  Committee  co- 
operate with  the  staff  at  the  hospital  treatment  centre,  and  during 
1952  were  responsible  for  approximately  100  visits  to  defaulters 
from  clinic  treatment. 


Cancer. 

The  same  visitors  also  made  approximately  50  visits  to  cancer 
sufferers  during  1952.  These  were  at  the  request  of  and  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  medical  staff  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital  and  were  of  the  nature  of  follow-up  visits  to  post- 
operative cases  with  this  complaint. 


Meals  for  the  Sick  and  Aged. 

The  .Mobile  Meals  Service  has  now  functionedi  approximately 
years  and  experience  has  shown  that  it  continues  to  justify 
itself  as  part  of  the  social  service  and  to  prove  its  worth  for  the 
benefit  of  those  physically  unable  to  prepare  their  own  meals  and 
who  have  no  relatives  or  friends  to  do  it  for  them. 


The  service  was  designed  to  cater  initially  for  a maximum  of 
100  persons,  and  from  approximately  40  meals  per  day  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  scheme  the  number  has  increased  to  an  average 
of  100  meals  per  day  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 

Meals  continue  to  be  provided  on  five  days  each  week  (Monday 
to  Friday)  from  the  two  specially  adapted  delivery  vans  which  are 
manned  by’part-time  personnel. 

The  service  has  .certain  novel  features  which  make  it  very 
suitable  to  handle  the  meals  which  are  carried  in  special  (individual 
portion)  insulated  food  carriers,  each  carrier  holding  five  meals. 


The  following  figures  will  give  some  indication  of  how  the 
service  functioned  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 


Total  number  of  meals  supplied  ... 

-Average  number  per  day  {i.e.  five  days  per  week) 

Cost  of  purchasing  meals  ...  ...  ••  ^^1.942 

Contributions  from  recipients  ...  ...  ■■  ;^^'54 

.Net  Cost  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...;^i.788 

.Mileage  run  by  two  vans  (approximate) 


25*981 

ICO 
I2S.  8d. 

IS.  2d. 
IIS.  6d. 

1 4,000 


Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Apparatus. 

The  Health  Department  continues  to  supply  on  loan  a fairly 
wide  range  of  sick  room  appliances  which  are  augmented  as  the 
occasion  demands. 

The  equipment  is  available  to  applicants  on  hire  at  very 
reasonable  charges. 
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Health  Education. 

The  Deparbment  retains  its  close  and  useful  connection  with 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  and  makes  an  annual 
j^rant  to  the  Council.  ^ 

A wide  range  of  health  propag’anda  is  supplied  by  the  Council 
to  the  department  and  the  special  stand  for  the  display  of 
appropriate  topics  on  health  and  hygienic  interest  continues  to 
attract  the  interest  of  mothers  and  other  people  attending  the 
central  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinic. 

Numerous  lectures  and  informal  talks  have  been  given  by 
different  members  of  the  staff  to  voluntary  organisations  and  to 
groups  of  industrial  employees. 

Convalescence. 

The  City  Council  has  accepted  financial  responsibility  for 
hospital  patients  needing  essential  recuperative  convalescence 
following"  their  treatment.  Such  cases  are  recommended  by  the 
consultant  staff  and  passed  to  the  hospital  almoners  for  allocation 
to  acceptable  convalescent  homes. 

.'Ml  applications  are,  of  course,  scrutinised  by  the  Medical 
Ollicer  of  Health  prior  to  recommendation  to  the  Health 
Committee. 

Of  the  applications  submitted  163  were  approved,  and  accepted 
as  a charge  on  the  Health  Committee.  The  163.  cases  were 
accepted  for  periods  of  2,  3 or  4 weeks’  convalescence  in  various 
seaside  homes,  and  of  these  ii  were  granted  an  extension  of  the 
original  period  based  on  further  medical  representations. 

The  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  these  patients  to  the  depart- 
ment during  the  current  year  was  ;^i,397- 

In  addition,  in  1952,  travelling  facilities  were  provided  by  way 
of  rail  or  ’bus  fares  at  a cost  of  ;^342  8s.  yd.  ; 135  patients  with 
67  escorts  were  paid  for;  the  Education  Committee  refunded  the 
Health  Committee  to  the  extent  of  ;^i5i  os.  id.  for  the  journeys 
of  46  school  children  with  64  escorts. 

In  accordance  with  the  authority  contained  in  Ministrv  of 
Health  Circular  85,  travelling  facilities  were 'made  available  to 
relatives  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  patients  in  hospitals  outside 
Coventry.  9 travel  warrants  were  so  issued  to  the  relatives  of 
2 patients  throughout  the  year ; the  cost  amounted  to  ;^4  os.  8d. 

A comparison  of  the  extent  and  the  cost  of  these  services  in 
the  two  years  they  have  operated  is  as  follows  : — 
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1952. 

1951- 

Applications  for  convalescence  received 

163 

1H3 

,,  ,,  ,,  approved 

163 

175 

,,  ,,  extension 

1 [ 

21 

Cost  of  maintenance  in  convalescent  homes  .. 

• ;^'397 

Travel  facilities  provided — No.  of  patients  ... 

'35 

171 

Cost  of  such 

^'407 

\'isiting  facilities  for  relatives  : — 

No.  of  patients  visited  ... 

2 

2 

No.  of  travel  vouchers  granted 

9 

40 

Cost 

£4/0/8 

£•66 

HOME  HELPS  SERVICE 

Section  29 

Ai  the  31SL  December,  1952,  the  staff  engaged  in  this  section 
of  the  Department  consisted  of  the  following  : — 

1 Supervisor 

2 Assistants  to  the  Supervisor 

3 Clerks 

129  Home  Helps 


The  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  numbered  756,  of  which  : 


167  were  maternity  cases  ...  ...  ...  22.1% 

322  ,,  illness  and  chronic  sick  cases  ...  42.6% 

267  ,,  infirm  and  aged  persons  ...  35-3% 

The  year’s  record  shows  the  following  : — 

1951  applicants  still  on  books  ...  ...  211 

Applications  for  1952  ...  ...  ...  666 

Advance  bookings  for  1953  ...  ...  51 

No.  assisted  during  1952  ...  ...  ...  756 

Applications  (a)  Withdrawn  ...  ...  69 

(b)  Refused  to  accept  help  ...  56 

(r)  Not  eligible  ...  ...  17 

.Applicants  still  on  books  at  31/12/52  ...  253 

No.  of  weekly  visits  to  homes  by  home  helps  1 1 ,830 


The  Supervisor  (Mrs.  K.  Marshall)  in  her  report  to  me  draws 
attention  to  various  points.  The  helps  have  worked  well  and  on 
the  whole  with  regularity.  They  are  cheerful  and  offer  an  essential 
service  to  those  seeking  their  assistance.  No  rigid  list  of  duties 
is  in  operation  but  with  the  majority  of  our  helps  there  is  an 
undoubted  vocational  spirit. 

There  is  at  present  no  difficulty  in  recruitment  and  we  have 
a waiting  list  of  applicants. 

Some  disappointment  was  occasioned  in  this  Service  when 
the  proposed  provision  of  outdoor  uniforms  was  deferred.  Tt  is 
hoped,  however,  that  financial  circumstances  may  be  such  as  to 
warrant  a reconsideration  in  I953-54' 
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A circumstance  which  not  only  makes  the  work  of  the  helps 
more  dillicult  but  increases  the  cost  to  the  householder,  is  the 
transfer  of  many  families  to  the  new  peripheral  housing-  estates. 
Apart  from  the  matter  of  transport,  the  question  of  the  house- 
holder’s shopping  often  necessitates  a long  walk  for  the  home 
help,  since  the  shops  are  the  last  to  be  built  on  the  new  estates. 

.'\nother  problem  arising  out  of  the  ever  increasing  number  of 
elderly  and  infirm  people  is  that  concerned  with  their  washing, 
bathing  and  changing  by  the  home  helps  and  this  the  latter  are 
readily  doing. 

The  social  activities  arranged  by  the  helps  have  continued, 

i.e.  several  evening  motor  coach  outings ; a visit  to  Cadbury’s 
works  at  Bournville ; an  annual  summer  outing  to  Blackpool  and 
a Children’s  Christmas  Party  being  the  main  events  during  the 
year. 

There  is,  perhaps,  a case  to  be  considered  for  the  future 
appointment  of  a few  male  home  helps  who  might  more  appro- 
priately deal  with  many  elderly  male  applicants  who  live  alone. 

The  steady  change  in  the  type  of  work  required  from  the 
Home  Helps  Service  will  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  35.3%  of 
their  time  is  given  to  the  infirm  and  aged,  42.6%  tp  ill  and  chronic 
sick  cases  and  only  22.1%  to  maternity  cases.  Many  of  the  infirm 
and  aged  cases  have  been  attended  for  several  years  and  the  type 
of  service  best  fitted  to  meet  the  increasing  need  for  what 
practically  amounts  to  a permanent  service  for  elderly  infirm 
persons,  is  giving  the  department  food  for  thought. 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

Section  51 

The  Mental  Health  Section  of  the  Department  continues  to 
meet  all  demands  made  upon  it  in  connection  with  : — 

1 . The  visitation,  certification  and  removal  of  persons  of 
unsound  mind  to  mental  hospitals  in  accordance  with  the 
Lunacy  .'\ct,  1890. 

2.  The  visitation  and  subsequent  arrangements  for  the 
admission  and  treatment  of  “voluntary”  and  “ temporary’’ 
patients  in  mental  hospitals  as  provided  for  under  the 
Mental  Treatment  .Act,  1930. 

3.  The  domiciliary  after  care  and  welfare  of  patients  dis- 
charged from  mental  hospitals  and  recommended  for  such 
care. 

4.  The  medical  examination,  ascertainment  and  classifica- 
tion by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  his  deputy  of  all 
cases  referred!  to  the  Department  by  the  Local  Education 
.Authority  on  the  grounds  of  incapability  of  rei'eiving 
education  owing  to  some  disability  of  mind. 


5-  The  domiciliary  supervision  of  all  ascertained  cases  of 
mental  deficiency,  the  home  visitation  and  welfare  of 
mental  defectives  under  guardianship,  and'  the  detailed 
arrang-ements  arising"  in  connection  with  the  removal  of 
those  mental  defectives  whom  it  is  found  necessary  to 
admit  to  institutions  or  colonies. 

6.  The  maintenance  of  a close  liaison  with  the  psychiatric 
social  workers  attached  to  the  mental  hospital  in  respect 
of  Coventry  cases. 

rile  staff  of  the  Section  consists  of  : — 

The  -Medical  Ollicer  of  Hetdth. 

'I’he  Deputy  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health  as  Director. 

■A  Senior  .Authorised  Ollicer  and  Petitioning^  Ollicer. 
Four  Duly  -Authorised  Oflicers  (two  men  and  two  women). 

rile  Duly  .Authorised  Ollicers  are  available  for  duty  in  connec- 
tion with  their  work  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment 
-Vets  outside  ollice  hours,  and  each  in  turn  takes  one  week  in  four 
on  full  standby  for  nigbt  and  week-end  duty  if  required.  .All  officers 
are  provided  with  a telephone  and  the  duty  roster  is  supplied  to 
the  City  Police,  the  hospitals  and  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
.\mbulance  Service. 

The  work  carried  out  during  the  year  was  as  follows  “ 


Lunacy  Acts,  1890 — 1891. 


Centriil  Mental  Hospital,  Warwick 


Sec.  11) 

Sec.  1 1 

Sec.  20 

Total 

Number  of  patiei'ts  remain- 
ing in  hospital  on  81.12.51. 

376 

— 

— 

375 

Number  of  admissions  fri-m 
Ist  Jan.  to  Stst  Dec.,  1952. 

87 

— 

11 

98 

462 

— 

11 

473 

Number  of  discharges,  includ- 
ing deaths  from  1st  Jun  , 1952 
to  31st  Dec.,  1952. 

85 

— 

10 

95 

Number  of  persons  of  unsound 
mind  remaining  in  (.'entral 
Hospital  on  31.12.52. 

.377 

— 

1 

378 

Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

Cnder  this  .\ct  treatment  in  a mental  hospital  or  an  institution 
is  available  to  those  persons  of  unsound  mind  who  are  accepted  as 
voluntary  patients  for  treatment,  or  for  whom  temporary  treatment 
is  recommended  bv  their  medical  advisers,  without  prior 
certification. 

During  1952  the  facilities  under  this  -Act  were  utilised  as 
follows  : — 
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I.  No.  of  patients  in  Central  Hospital, 


Hatton,  under  this  .Tct  on 

January 

Voluntary 

88 

ist,  1952  

Temporary 

2 

2. 

No.  of  patients  admitted 

during 

Voluntary 

353 

1952  

.. 

Temporary 

2 

3- 

No.  of  patients  discharged 

, trans- 

Voluntary 

319 

ferred  or  died 

. . 

Temporary 

2 

4- 

No.  of  patients  remaining  in 

hospital 

Voluntary 

122 

at  31st  December,  1952 

Temporary 

2 

The  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  voluntary  patients 
admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals  as  opposed  to  the  fewer  patients 
admitted  under  the  compulsory  powers  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890, 
still  continues,  and  is  a happy  sign. 

This  trend  is  a sure  indication  that  the  previous  fear  of 
“stigmatisation”  is  passing  and  that  a more  sensible  and  objective 
outlook  is  being  taken  by  many  people  who,  of  their  own  volition, 
appreciate  that  they  are  ill  and  just  as  much  in  need  of  treatment 
as  those  patients  with  acute  physical  ailments  who  find  their  way 
to  the  general  hospitals  for  necessary  attention. 

Intensive  efforts  are  made  by  the  authorised  officers  to  prevail 
upon  appropriate  cases  to  accept  voluntary  treatment  and  this 
approach  is  having  most  satisfactory  results. 

E.C.T.  (Electro-convulsive  therapy)  is  still  available  at  Gulson 
Road  Clinic,  through  the  offices  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
for  the  benefit  of  certain  local  mentally  ill  patients.  Close  co- 
operation between  the  responsible  medical  consultant  and  the 
Health  Department  has  continued  and  the  Home  Nursing  Service 
provides  the  nursing  personnel  at  this  clinic,  which  is  held  every 
Saturday  morning. 

During  the  year  this  form  of  treatment  was  given  to  358 
persons — 137  males  and  221  females. 

There  continues  to  be  a very  close  and  helpful  liaison  between 
the  department  and  the  respective  staffs  in  the  departments  of 
the  .Magistrates’  Clerk  and  the  Probation  Officer. 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913 — 1938. 

Table  shewing  Classification  of  all  Mental  Defectives  on  Register 


at  1st  January,  1953,  and  how  dealt  with. 


In 

InstitutionB. 

Under 

Griiardianship. 

Under 

supervision 
in  own  homes. 

Grand 

Totals. 

M. 

P. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Feeble-minded 

69 

91 

160 

— 

6 

6 

96 

120 

216 

165 

217 

382 

Imbeciles 

44 

42 

86 

3 

2 

5 

56 

68 

124 

103 

112 

215 

Idiots 

13 

16 

29 

— 

— 

— 

11 

7 

18 

24 

23 

47 

Moral  Imbeciles  . . 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Totals  . . 

128 

160 

278 

3 

8 

11 

163 

195 

358 

294 

353 

647 

Totals  do  not  include  25 — (10  males,  16  females)  on  licence  from  Institutions. 


Occii  pill  inn  Ccnlre,  liiiinis  Rnnd.  ('hiss  and  Work  Rooms. 
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During^  the  year  23  patients  were  admitted  to  a hospital  for 
mental  defectives.  Domiciliary  visits  have  been  made  by 
.Vuthorised  Ollicers  as  follows  during"  1952  : — 

Mental  Deficiency  cases  ...  4,820  (4,299) 

Mental  Treatment  cases  ...  966  (1,115) 

Lunacy  Patients  ...  ...  236  ( 367) 

The  figures  in  brackets  show  the  relative  visits  in  1951. 

The  domiciliary  supervision  of  ascertained  mentally  defective 
people  constitutes  a major  portion  of  the  daily  duties  of  duly 
authorised  oflicers. 

The  ollicers  aim  at  making  four  visits  annually  to  each  case 
although  there  is  a proportion  to  whom  daily  visits  are  necessary 
for  brief  periods  at  least.  This  routine  work  whilst  perhaps  un- 
spectacular has  help>ed  to  produce  a steady  improvement  in  the 
environmental  conditions  and  social  outlook  of  many  mental 
defectives.  A few  cases  have  been  assisted  to  find  employment  by 
the  authorised  officers  and  the  latter  are  very  willing  to  offer 
helpful  advice  to  these  people  in  order  to  prevent  wasteful 
expenditure  of  their  earnings.  Persons  on  leave  of  absence  from 
institutional  care  are  also  at  times  in  need  of  helpful  and  tactful 
advice. 

The  department  is  still  finding  considerable  difficulty  in 
placing  certain  mental  defectives  since  appropriate  accommodation 
in  the  Region  is  in  extremely  short  supply.  Certain  of  our  cases 
from  Coventry  continue  to  be  placed  in  institutions  in  Stoke-on- 
Trent,  Bro'cnsgrove,  Ross-on-Wye  and  Wem  in  Shropshire. 

We  continue  to  hope  that  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  will 
shortly  help  to  find  a more  local  and  convenient  means  of  dealing 
with  this  problem. 

Occupation  Centre. 

It  is  with  very  great  pleasure  that  I can  now  report  the 
completion  of  the  Burns  Road  Occupation  Centre  built  to  our 
requirements  and  to  the  design  of  the  City  Architect  and  his 
assistants.  We  in  the  Health  Department  have  been  looking 
forward  during  several  years  to  this  event  and  the  decision  of 
the  Health  Committee  to  erect  as  a first  venture  a Centre  for  the 
needs  of  sixty  mentally  deficient  persons  was  a “red  letter  day’’. 
The  Centre  was  opened  on  Wednesday,  5th  March,  by  his  Worship 
the  Mayor  of  Coventry  (Councillor  H.  Weston,  J.P.)  and  at  once 
its  facilities  were  catering  for  a proportion  of  those  cases  who, 
because  of  unsuitabilitv  for  resident  institutional  care,  or  gainful 
sheltered  employment,  were  previously  obliged  to  remain  at  home. 

It  is  as  yet  somewhat  early  to  give  a detailed  assessment  of 
the  progress  at  the  Centre,  but  initial  impressions  are  that  its 
usefulness  has  surpassed  our  expectations.  Even  now  there  are 
obvious  signs  that  the  mental  defectives  have  derived  much  benefit 
bv  intermingling  and  companionship  and  from  the  training  which 
is  aimed  to  provide  purposeful  artivitv,  controlled  behaviour. 
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improved  bearing  and  self-reliance  and  to  develop  the  physique  and 
limited  faculties  of  the  defectives  to  their  best  advantage. 

The  parents,  loo,  are  obviously  pleased  with  the  facilities  for 
they  have  now  themselves  an  opportunity  to  relax  to  some  extent 
from  the  state  of  perpetual  tension  which  has,  inadvertently,  been 
their  lot  over  the  years. 

Considerable  care  was  exercised  in  choosing  individuals  for 
places  at  the  centre.  Some  two  hundred  possible  entrants  were 
selected  by  the  Deputy  .VIedical  Ollicer  of  Health  and  .Authorised 
Onicers  in  conjunction  and  individually  assessed  by  the  former, 
the  number  being  finally  reduced  to  sixty.  Transport  was  then 
arranged  for  these,  either  by  way  of  pre-paid  bus  tickets  for  the 
municipal  bus  service  or  by  regular  use  of  certain  City  Ambulance 
vehicles. 

Accommodation.  Males,  Females.  Total. 

Number  admitted  initially  ...  ...  22 

■Number  admitted  during  year  ...  4 

Number  withdrawn  during  year  ...  3 

Number  attending  at  30/12/1952  ■•.  23 

Total  attendances  for  year  ...  ...  — 

•Average  daily  attendance  ...  ...  — 

SPECIAL  SURVEY 

of  Local  Health  Services  provided  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Acts  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
contained  in  Circular  29/52,  a special  survey  has  been  made  of 
the  local  health  services  provided  by  the  City  Council  under  the 
National  Health  Service  .Acts,  and  includes  an  account  of  the 
services  existing  at  the  end  of  1952,  a general  review  of  the 
working  of  those  services  as  part  of  the  wider  National  Health 
.Service,  and  a summary  of  the  nature  and  results  of  the  steps 
taken  to  link  up  with  other  parts  of  the  National  Health  Service 
which  were  delegated  to  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and  Local 
Executive  Councils. 

The  survey  has  been  made  under  the  following  headings  : — 

1.  .Administration. 

2.  Co-ordination  and  co-operation  with  other  parts  of  the 
National  Health  Service. 

3.  Joint  Use  of  Staff. 

4.  Voluntary  organisations. 

5.  Particular  services  : {a)  Care  of  expectant  and  nursing 

mothers  and  children  under  school 
age. 

(b)  Child  welfare. 

(c)  Care  of  premature  infants. 

(d)  Supply  of  dried  milk,  etc. 

(e)  Dental  care. 

(/)  Other  provisions. 


35  57 

5 9 

6 9 

34  57 

— 9447 

— 49 
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6.  Domiciliary  midwifery. 

7.  Health  visiting. 

8.  Home  nursing. 

9.  Vaccination  and  immunisation. 

10.  .Ambulance  service. 

11.  Prevention,  care  and  after  care. 

12.  Domestic  help. 

13.  Health  education. 

14.  .Mental  health. 

1.  Administration. 

The  Health  Committee  of  the  City  Council  holds  two  monthly 
meetings,  one  of  which  is  responsible  for  the  local  authority 
services  under  the  National  Health  Service  -Acts.  The  Health 
Committee  has  co-opted  four  representatives  of  outside  bodies  to 
assist  in  dealing  with  national  health  service  matters  : Croup  20 
Hospital  Management  Committee,  Local  Executive  Council,  Local 
Education  .Authority  and  Coventry  Division  of  the  British  Medical 
-Association. 

The  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  these  services 
to  the  Health  Committee,  and  to  assist  him  in  administering  the 
national  health  service  he  has  a deputy  and  staff  of  medical  odicers ; 
a principal  administrative  assistant;  superintendents  of  health 
visitors,  municipal  midwives,  home  nurses,  home  helps,  ambulance 
service,  and  mental  health  service. 

2.  Co-ordination  and  Co-operation  with  other  parts  of  the 
National  Health  Service. 

The  City  Council  is  represented  on  the  Hospital  Management' 
Committee  and  the  Executive  Council.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  a member  of  the  Local  Medical  Committee,  of  the  Area 
House  Committee  for  the  Hospitals,  of  the  .Area  Nursing  Com- 
mittee, and  of  the  Obstetric  Committee  of  the  Executive  Council. 

The  health  visitors  co-operate  with  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee  regarding  domiciliary  visitation  of  cancer  cases  and  of 
defaulting  V.D.  cases. 

The  municipal  midwives  co-operate  by  taking  over  the  nursing 
of  maternity  cases  following  early  discharge  from  hospital. 
•Notification  of  discharges  is  arranged  daily  between  the  hospital 
and  .Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  closely  co-operates  with  the 
general  practitioners  and  the  hospital. 

The  Mental  Health  Service  is  in  close  and  regular  contact 
with  general  prai'titioners  and  with  the  Psychiatric  Clinic  at  the 
General  Hospital. 


56 


3-  Joint  Use  of  Staff. 

Casual  sessions  in  maternity  and  ehilcl  welfare  clinies  are 
undertaken  by  general  practitioners,  otherwise  the  clinical  work 
is  performed  by  full-time  municipal  medical  staff. 

There  are  four  chest  physicians  who  give  /,  ths  of  their 
time  to  prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care  work  as  it  relates 
to  tuberculous  patients. 

There  is  also  very  close  liaison  with  the  Director  of  the  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  who  is  always  willing  to  carry  out  public  and 
special  surveys  on  request.  He  also  undertakes  one  clinic  per 
week  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  connection  with 
B.C.G.  vaccination. 

There  is  a special  “Contact  (tuberculosis)  Clinic’’  held  at  the 
main  municipal  maternity  and  child  welfare  and  school  health 
centre.  Here  the  Pa;diatric  Registrar,  in  conjunction  with  one  of 
the  Local  Authority’s  Senior  Medical  Officers,  undertakes  clinical 
work,  chiefly  in  connection  with  general  examinations,  Mantoux 
testing,  X-ray  references,  etc.  This  clinic  deals  mainly  with 
pre-.school  and  schoolchildren. 

None  of  the  municipal  medical  staff  undertake  regular  work 
in  hospitals  under  present  arrangements. 

The  local  paediatrician  undertakes  one  paediatric  session  per 
week  at  the  municipal  clinic  for  pre-school  children. 

4.  Voluntary  Organisations. 

The  Hospital  Saturday  Fund  Ambulance  Service  was 
incorporated  into  the  City  Ambulance  Service  on  an  agency  basis 
for  a period  of  five  years  from  5th  July,  1948. 

The  St.  Faith’s  Shelter  accepts  destitute  girls  and  young 
women  for  admission,  and  the  local  health  authority  makes  an 
annual  payment  to  the  governing  body  based  on  the  number  of 
cases  referred  to  it  by  departments  of  the  Corporation,  i.e., 
Health,  Welfare,  Police  and  Probation. 

5.  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Children  under 

School  Age.  (Section  22). 

Ante-natal  (10)  and  post-natal  clinics  (i)  held  weekly  with 
9,531  attendances  in  1951. 

No  general  practitioners  hold  clinics  for  which  official  staff 
help  is  requested  by  them. 

Blood  testing  is  carried  out  daily  at  all  ante-natal  clinics  for 
appropriate  cases. 

Unmarried  mothers  : Special  arrangements  are  in  being  for 
the  reception  of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children  into  mother 
and  baby  homes.  .Special  enquiry  and  assistance  is  afforded  by 
the  health  visitors. 

Maternity  outfits  to  the  number  of  2,228  were  supplied  from 
the  Health  Department  free  of  cost  to  applicants  holding  a mid- 
wife’s note. 
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Special  provision  is  made  for  all  expectant  mothers  attending' 
the  ante-natal  clinics  for  the  first  time  to  be  transported  to  the 
Mass  Radiog-raphy  I'nit  in  order  to  eliminate  the  |X)Ssibility  of 
tuberculous  chest  lesions. 

Cake  oe  Premature  Infants. 

Individual  midwives  are  supplied  with  two  gamgee  baby  suits 
and  a maternity  outfit  for  distribution  and  use  by  appropriate 
cases.  Four  complete  premature  baby  sets  and  special  carry  cots 
are  available  centrally ; oxygen  supplies  may  be  obtained  at  all 
times. 

Supply  of  Dried  Milks,  etc. 

(iovernment  Welfare  Foods  : Facilities  provided  at  all  infant 
welfare  centres  for  the  distribution  of  and  transport  of  Ministry 
of  Food  supplies. 

Local  authority’s  own  scheme  provides  dried  milk  and  other 
nutrients  at  all  infant  welfare  centres  at  either  full  or  part  costs. 
Receipts  on  this  account  for  1951  were  ;^9,443  9s.  ickI. 

Dental  Care. 

Only  the  merest  “skeleton”  remains  of  our  former  dental 
service  for  expectant  mothers  and  young  children,  in  which  the 
School  Dental  Service  gave  50  sessions  to  this  work.  78  mothers 
and  254  children  were  treated  for  urgent  dental  complaints  in 
1951  but  practically  no  conservative  treatment  could  be  given 
because  of  staff  shortages. 

6.  Domiciliary  Midwifery  (Section  23). 

The  local  health  authority  employs  its  own  municipal  mid- 
wifery service  in  which  at  31st  December,  1952,  there  were  42 
midwives,  r supervisor,  and  i deputy  supervisor. 

The  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  (Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare)  and  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  are  responsible  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  administration  of  this  service 
and  for  the  supervision  of  private  midwives.  There  are  43  analgesia 
machines  in  the  department,  and  43  of  the  municipal  midwives 
are  trained  to  use  them.  Nitrous  oxide  cylinders  are  available  at 
all  times  either  from  the  Health  Department  or  the  Ambulance 
Dep>ot.  The  municipal  midwives  attend  9 ante-natal  sessions  each 
week. 

Co-operation  with  general  practitioners  : Arrangements  are  in 
being  whereby  general  practitioners  doing  National  Health  Service 
•Act  midwifery  are  advised  by  the  midwife  when  booked  for  any  of 
their  cases;  the  doctor  is  always  asked  if  he  wishes  to  be  notified 
of  the  onset  of  labour  and/or  to  be  present  at  the  delivery.  In 
most  (though  not  all)  cases  the  midwife  completes  the  task  herself 
and  advises  the  doctor  afterwards. 

Selection  of  confinements  for  hospital.  Expectant  mothers 
attending  the  ante-natal  clinics  and  applying  for  hospital  confine- 
ment on  social  grounds  are  referred  to  the  Supervisor  of  Midwives 
who  through  her  staff  obtains  a full  report  on  the  home  conditions. 
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which  is  submitted  to  the  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health,  who  in  turn 
makes  a recommendation  to  the  hospital  authorities.  Other  cases 
referred  hy  g-eneral  practitioners  are  dealt  with  similarly. 

All  municipal  midwives  are  sent  for  a refresher  course  every 
5 ill  year. 

Trainee  midwives  are  accepted  for  district  work  and  attached 
to  a district  midwife  who  receives  additional  payment  at  the  rate 


of  ^,20  per 

annum  for  as  long  as 

she  has 

a pupil. 

Sitmnuiry  of  Four  Years, 

1949. 

1950. 

I9.S'- 

1952. 

.\ umber  of 

municipal  midwives  ... 

47 

44 

44 

42 

Number  of 

confinements  attended 

2334 

2062 

2063 

1882 

Number  of 

ante-natal  visits 

12442 

10695 

1 1409 

1 1086 

Number  of 

nursing  visits 

405(:)0 

38006 

39472 

45066 

7.  Health 

Visiting. 

, 'I'he  first  health  visitor  appointed  in  lhi.s  city  was  in  1905  and 
through  the  past  47  years  there  has  been  a steady  progression  in 
the  services  provided  to  the  mothers  and  children  with  two  peak 
Iieriods  of  development  and  achievement  during  the  two  major 
wars  (1914 — igi8  and  1939 — 1945)- 

The  health  visiting  service  in  Coventry  is  an  imp>ortant  part 
of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  service  and  is  organised  as 
follows 

Medical  Ollicer  of  Health. 

Senior  .Assistant  Medical  Ollicer  (Maternity  gnd  Child 
Welfare). 

Four  .Assistant  Medical  Ollicers. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 

Deputy  .Superintendent  Health  Visitor. 

17  health  visitors  (full-time  15)  (part-time  2). 

3 health  visitors  (tuberculosis),  (part-time  r). 

I sectional  senior  clerk  with  three  clerks. 

•\.H.  — Establishment  of  health  visitors  is  32,  but  because  of 

shortages  this  figure  has  not  been  achieved  since  1950. 

Each  health  visitor  has  a district  for  domiciliary  work  and 
also  attends  a number  of  infant  welfare  clinics. 

Vlsilitig  [other  thtnt  to  mothers  and  young  children)  includes  : 

Initial  enquiry  and  report  on  all  notified  tuberculosis  cases 
together  with  contact  enquiry  for  B.C.G.  purposes;  welfare  of 
tuberculous  persons,  i.e.,  housing,  free  milk,  etc. 

Certain  of  tbe  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  i.e.,  diphtheria, 
poliomyelitis,  cerebro-spinal  fever. 

Special  enquiries  into  geriatric  conditions  with  report  as  to 
action  recommended. 

The  question  is  at  present  under  discussion  with  the  Hospital 
Management  Committee  as  to  the  linking  of  the  health  visitor’s 
work  with  ward  enquiries  in  ihe  hospitals.  The  shortage  of  health 
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visitors  has  limited  considerably  any  efforts  in  the  way  of  linking" 
up  with  the  work  of  the  g;eneral  practitioners. 

The  amalgamation  of  the  health  visiting  and  school  nursing 
services  has  been  approved  in  principle  by  the  Council  and  an 
experimental  area  of  the  city  is  being  worked  on  this  joint  basis. 
■Already  the  question  of  a second  experimental  area  is  being 
discussed. 

For  some  years  the  Council  has  had  a scheme  under  which 
student  health  visitors  were  appointed  to  the  department.  WHiilst 
waiting  for  the  course  they  are  paid  ;^'375  per  annum  and 
employed  as  general  assistants  to  the  health  visitors.  When  they 
proceed  on  the  course  (for  which  the  Council  pay  the  fees)  they 
are  paid  ;£,>3i5  per  annum,  and  when  successful  they  are  appointed 
as  health  visitors  on  the  recognised  salary  of  ;^420  per  annum. 
They  are  required  to  give  an  undertaking  to  stay  in  the  employ  of 
the  department  for  a period  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  appoint- 
ment as  students. 

Refresher  courses  have  been  attended  during  the  past  year 
by  the  Superintendent  and  the  Deputv  Superintendent. 

8.  Home  Nursing  (Section  25). 

The  Coventry  and  Foleshill  District  Nursing  .Association  was 
taken  over  in  its  entirety  by  the  local  health  authority  from  5th 
July,  1948,  and  it  has  continued  to  function  under  the  same  super- 
intendent from  the  same  headquarters.  There  is  complete  co- 
operation between  the  service  and  the  general  practitioners  and 
the  hospitals  in  the  city. 

The  staff’  at  present  consists  of  1 superintendent,  2 assistant 
superintendents,  39  full-time  nurses  (male  3),  and  16  part-time 
nurses.  One  full-time  clerk  is  engaged  at  the  nurses’  home. 

The  classification  and  proportions  of  the  main  types  of  eases 
attended  by  the  nurses  are  as  follows 
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1951 

19.^0 

1919 

No. 

/o 

No. 

y 

/o 

No. 

°/ 

/o 

No. 

7 

Cancer 

237 

10-6 

249 

14-2 

215 

12 -6 

189 

12  7 

Pul.  Tuberculosifl 

235 

10-6 

14*2 

8-1 

71 

4-2 

81 

5-4 

Other  Respiratory 

417 

18-8 

589 

32  3 

731 

42-6 

451 

30.4 

Stomach 

7 

•3 

15 

•8 

25 

1.4 

20 

1-3 

Circulatory 

317 

14-3 

209 

n 6 

179 

10-4 

297 

20  0 

Head 

4 

•2 

2 

•1 

4 

•2 

5 

•3 

Limbs 

47 

2 1 

Other 

952 

431 

.584 

32  3 

490 

28  5 

440 

29-6 

2216 

17: 0 

1715 

■ 



1483 

6o 


A modified  nig'ht  service  is  organised  to  meet  single  urgent 
cases  but  generally  llic  late  day  visit  sullices. 

Refresher  courses  are  arranged  year  by  year  for  the  staff  as 
a regular  routine. 

A feature  of  the  work  in  the  past  year  has  been  the  marked 
increase  in  the  number  of  injections  given.  1952 — 83,079;  1931 
-2,350;  1950—1,021. 

A recent  development  has  been  the  provision  of  two  full-time 
drivers  for  the  existing  cars.  Their  work  on  a shift  basis  covers 
12  hours  daily  and  this  should  enable  the  ready  transport  of  nurses 
at  all  times. 

Students  are  accepted  from  our  own  staff  and  by  arrangement 
from  other  authorities  for  a course  of  training  for  the  qualification 
-of  a Queen’s  Nurse. 

9,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  (Section  26). 

On  receipt  of  each  notification  of  birth,  invitation  forms  with 
tear-off  reply  slips  are  posted  to  the  parents.  The  forms  set  out 
the  vaccination  and  immunisation  facilities  available  at  clinics  and 
from  general  practitioners,  give  appropriate  advice  on  this  subject, 
and  ask  for  the  return  of  the  tear-off  slips  signed  by  the  parent. 
An  official  record  card  is  sent  to  the  selected  doctor  or  clinic  for 
completion  and  return  to  the  department. 

The  advantages  and  success  of  this  continuing  offer  may  be 
seen  from  the  following  figures  ; — 


1949. 

1950. 

1951- 

1952. 

Vaccination 

814 

930 

1567 

1431 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

4596 

23 1 3’’“ 

3269* 

3381* 

(“boosters”) 
Combined  diphtheria  and 

— 

' 173 

1531 

2165 

whooping  cough 

00 

0 

1409 

83 

— 

Whooping  cough 

427 

6t 

547 

1693 

*Immunisation  facilities  \vere  curtailed  in  these  three  vears 
owing  to  the  enhanced  incidence  of  poliomyelitis. 

10.  Ambulance  Service  (Section  27). 

The  City  Ambulance  Service  has  been  under  the  control  of 
the  Health  Department  since  1941,  and  in  1948  it  was  augmented 
by  the  inclusion  on  an  agency  basis  of  the  former  volimtarv 
ambulance  service  of  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospit.al 
Saturday  Fund;  this  arrangement  was  by  agreement  for  a period 
of  five  years.  As  a result  of  mutual  discussions  and  agreement  it 
is  confidently  anticipated'  that  the  .service  will  shortly  be  completelv 
integrated  under  the  control  of  the  local  authority. 

The  work  of  this  service  during  1952  is  shown  in  the  following 
table  together  with  comparable  figures  from  1949: — 
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1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

No.  of  ambulances 

24 

20 

21 

22 

No.  of  cars 

5 

5 

7 

7 

No.  of  paid  personnel 

79 

81 

74 

68 

No.  of  journeys  : .-VuibnlanceR 
Cars 

29,526 

8,336 

32,860 

6,319 

30,856 

6,350 

28,326 

5,662 

No.  of  pHtioDts  : Anibulaiu  Ob 
Ciirs 

87,929 

13  557 

79,080 

9,961 

68,940 

9,099 

56,969 

9,136 

Total  mileage : Ambulance.s 
Caih 



301.272 

128,145 



317,574 

11  1,722 

308,922 

118,069 

259,602 

87,409 

The  chang-es  in  the  numbers  of  ambulances  and  cars  was  due 
to  the  disposal  of  the  older  and  least  roadworthy  of  the  vehicles, 
in  accordance  with  the  Corporation’s  policy. 

The  increases  in  the  number  of  journeys,  of  patients  moved, 
and  of  mileage,  indicates  the  development  of  the  hospital  services 
in  the  area  of  the  Group  20  Hospital  Management  Committee, 
both  as  to  admissions  and  inter-hospital  transfers  ; to  out-patient 
attendances ; to  the  visits  to  Leamington  Spa  baths  of  out-patients 
for  special  treatment ; and  to  the  admission  of  Coventry  cases  to 
hospitals  in  Nuneaton,  Warwick  and  Rugby.  .\  further  feature  of 
the  1952  increase  was  the  opening  of  the  Occupation  Centre  for 
mental  defectives  and  the  provision  of  transport  by  the  .'\mbulance 
Service  for  a proportion  of  the  cases  attending. 

The  reduction  in  ambulance  journeys  for  1952  amounting  to 
3,334,  despite  an  increase  of  8,849  '^i  the  number  of  patients 
moved,  follows  the  introdtiction  of  the  radio  telecommunication 
system.  This  remarkable  saving  in  journeys  and  mileage  more 
than  justifies  the  cost  of  the  installation  and  of  its  maintenance. 

.\n  ambulance  kiosk  in  the  outpatients’  hall  at  the  General 
Hospital  is  occupied  by  a member  of  the  .Ambulance  Service,  and 
it  is  his  duty  to  receive  all  requests  from  the  various  hospital 
departments  for  transjx>rt  of  patients;  he  then  records  and  corre- 
lates all  requests  thereby  avoiding  much  duplication.  The  Bed 
Bureau  at  the  Hospital  also  functions  in  the  same  way  for  the 
general  practitioners  in  the  citv  and  passes  on  to  the  Ambulance 
Service  kiosk  such  requests  as  they  have  received  from  the  general 
practitioners. 

Occasional  abuses  and  difliculties  occur  from  time  to  time 
but  these  have  dwindled  to  negligible  proportions  and  are  dealt 
with  by  the  officer  on  duty. 

Recent  additions  to  the  service  by  way  of  replacement  or 
extension  have  included  ; three  Bedford  short  wheelbase 


ambulances;  four  Morris  6-seater  sitting-  case  ambulances;  one 
Morris  1 2-seater  coach. 

II.  PreT'ention,  Care  and  After  Care  (Section  28). 

(1)  Tuberculosis.  The  domiciliary  visitation  of  tuberculous 
patients  continues  .to  be  carried  out  by  three  tuberculosis 
liealth  visitors.  The  number  of  visits  paid  yearly  is  as 
follows 

1950—1696;  1951 — 3876;  1952—1800. 

In  addition  to  their  welfare  work  for  the  tuberculous,  the 
visitors  have  also  submitted  numerous  special  reports  on 
the  housing-  conditions  of  certain  cases  in  order  to  support 
priority  requests  for  Corporation  houses. 

The  department  owns  several  shelters,  all  of  which  are 
at  present  on  loan  to  patients. 

'I'he  Welfare  Section  of  the  department  also  supplies 
articles  of  beddings  on  the  few  occasions  when  it  is 
necessary  to  do  so. 

Supplementary  foodstuffs  in  the  form  of  milk  and  fats 
are  supplied  by  the  department  after  authorisation  by  the 
Health  Committee  to  appropriate  domiciliary  cases. 
During  the  past  years  the  number  of  patients  supplied 
(mainly  w-ith  2 pints  of  milk  daily)  w^as  as  follows  : 
1949—55:  1950—39;  195'  — '22;  1952— 2 1 1.  .A  total  of 
257  persons  were  in  receipt  of  this  provision  at  31st 
December,  1952. 

(2)  Venereal  Diseases.  By  arrangement  with  the  Consultant 
.Medical  Olliccr  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee, 
confidential  lists  of  defaulting  patients  are  supplied 
periodically.  These  are  all  visited  by  health  visiting  staff 
w'ho  endeavour  to  persuade  them  to  return  to  the  special 
clinic  for  necessary  treatment.  In  a g-ood  many  instances, 
however^  the  patients  have  left  the  address  given,  or  in 
some  cases  indeed  have  never  resided  there. 

(3)  Cancer  Cases,  .^t  the  request  of  the  consultant  medical 
staff  at  the  hospital  a number  of  follow-up  visits  are 
made  by  health  visitors  to  post-operative  cancer  cases. 
.\  report  is  subsequently  made  to  the  consultant  concerned 
upon  the  state  of  health  of  the  patient ; whether  a further 
appointment  is  called  for;  or  whether  a general 
practitioner  is  in  attendance,  etc.  A weekly  list  of  cancer 
deaths  is  also  supplied  by  the  department  to  the  consultant 
concerned. 

(4)  Meals  for  the  Sick  and  Aged.  .\  mobile  meals  service 
is  administered  directly  through  the  Health  Department. 
This  arrangement  provides  for  one  hot  meal  per  day 
(Saturdays  and  Sundays  excepted)  being  delivered  to  such 
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sick  and  aged  persons  as  require  it.  The  service  has 
operated  for  years  and  is  widely  appreciated. 

1952-  1951-  >950-  1949- 

.\o.  of  meals  supplied:  25,981  24,246  21,884  7,102 

(5)  Sick  Room  .Appliances.  .A  wide  range  of  appliances  for 
use  in  the  sick  room  are  available  on  hire  from  the  central 
infant  welfare  centre.  .A  small  charge  is  made  for  the 
hire  of  each  item. 

(6)  Convalescence.  The  Health  Committee  accepts  financial 
responsibility  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical 
Ollicer  of  Health  for  the  provision  of  recuperative  con- 
valescence to  those  cases  who  are  put  forward  by  the 
hospital  consultants.  The  number  of  cases  approved  in 
the  past  three  years  has  been  as  follows  : — 

'952— 132;  1951— '75  : '9.50— 171- 

(7)  Travelling  Facilities.  Facilities  by  way  of  prepaid  rail  or 
bus  fares  are  available  through  the  department  for  patients 
(and,  where  necessary,  escort)  travelling  to  hospital  or 
convalescent  home.  The  number  so  provided  during  the 
past  three  years  is  as  follows  ; — 

1952  164  patients,  76  escorts 

'951  I/'  - 85 

'950  209  ,,  91 

Facilities  are  also  available  whereby  rail  or  bus  fares  are 
provided  for  relatives  to  visit  patients  in  hospitals  outside 
Coventry.  The  numbers  assisted  in  the  past  three  years 
are  as  follows  : — 

1952  lo  travel  warrants  in  respect  of  2 patients 

' 9r>  ^ 4^^  ” ’>  )’  ” ,, 

'95®  100  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,4  51 

12.  Duniestic  Help  (Section  29). 

riiis  service  has  been  operating  in  Coventry  since  1946  and 
is  now  organised  as  follows  — 

One  supervisor 

Two  assistants  to  the  supervisor 
Three  clerks 

.A  total  of  129  home  helps  was  employed  on  31st  December, 
1952,  i.e.  : 

Class  I.  15  full-time  (employed  35  hrs.  per  week) 
Class  II.  114  part-time  (employed  25  hrs.  per  week) 

The  total  number  of  cases  assisted  year  by  year  from  1949  to 
1952  is  as  shown  in  the  following  table  ; — 


64 


195‘2 

1951 

1950 

1949 

Cases  assisted  . . 

756 

6«6 

754 

614 

For  reasons  of : 

Old  age  and  infirmity 

267 

205 

260 

62 

Percentage  . . 

35.3 

29.8 

34.5 

10.0 

Illness  including  chronic  sickness. . 

322 

305 

, 225 

429 

Percentage  . . 

42.6 

44.4 

29.8 

70.0 

Maternity 

167 

176 

269 

123 

Percentage  . . 

22.1 

25-8 

35.7 

20.0 

The  steadily  increasing-  demand  on  the  Home  Help  Service 
has  g-iven  the  Health  Committee  much  to  consider.  Increasing 
demands  can  and  have  been  met  up  to  a point  by  supplementing 
the  staff  but  the  financial  ceiling  has  now  been  reached  for  the 
present  year.  It  is  pertinent  to  emphasise  that  in  the  last 
completed  year  75%  of  the  cases  assisted  were  of  a long  term 
nature,  being  either  elderly  persons  or  chronic  sick,  and  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  prospect  of  a diminution  in  these 
categories. 

13.  Health  Education  (Section  28). 

A close  connection  is  maintained  with  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education  and  an  annual  subscription  is  paid  to  them.  A 
wide  range  of  printed  propaganda  is  supplied  and  issued  by  the 
department  to  interested)  firms  and  clinics.  A permanent  display 
stand  dealing  with  various  health  subjects  is  also  in  use  at  the 
central  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinic  and  periodical  changes 
are  made  in  the  topics  displayed. 

Regular  routine  advice  and  instruction  is  given  by  the  staff 
at  the  infant  welfare  centres. 

Lectures  and)  papers  on  health  subjects  are  given  by  various 
members  of  the  staff  to  industrial  employees  and  to  members  of 
various  social  and  voluntary  organisations  in  the  city. 

Appropriate  articles  are  arranged  in  the  local  press  from  time 
to  time  and  the  ready  help  proffered  in  publishing  items  of  interest 
from  the  health  point  of  view  is  much  appreciated. 

14.  Mental  Health. 

The  Health  Committee  of  the  City  Council  was  the  statutory 
Committee  appointed  for  the  purposes  of  Section  51  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

The  staff  consists  of  : — 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Healthy  who  is  also  the 
Director  of  the  Mental  Health  Seiwice. 

A .Senior  Authorised  Officer  and  Petitioning  Officer. 

Four  Duly  Authorised  Officers,  of  whom  two  are  female. 
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All  the  duly  authorised  olliccrs  have  attended  the  mental  health 
course  arranged  by  the  National  Association  lor  Mental  Health  in 
conjunction  with  the  L’niversity  oi'  London,  and  prior  to  their 
appointments  these  ollicers  had  had  previous  experience  either  in 
the  administration  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  and  Mental  Treatment 
Acts  or  in  the  care  of  persons  of  unsound  mind.  None  of  them 
were  previously  employed  as  Relieving-  Ollicers. 

A close  relationship  exists  between  the  Mental  Health  Section 
of  this  local  health  authority,  the  Birming-ham  Regional  Hospital 
Board  and  the  Management  Committees  of  Hospitals  to  which 
patients  from  this  area  are  admitted.  Two  examples  of  this 
valuable  relationship  might  be  given  : — ■ 

(i)  For  several  years  facilities  have  been  available  at  the 
Gulson  Road  Municipal  Clinic,  Coventry,  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board 
in  connection  with  electro-convulsive  therapy.  This 
arrangement  has  proved  beneficial  and  convenient  to 
local  patients. 

(ii)  Liaison  with  the  Management  Committee  of  the 
Central  -Mental  Hospital,  Warwick,  ensures  a follow- 
through  of  cases  examined  at  the  out-patient  psychiatric 
clinic  who  are  referred  for  electro-encephalography  at 
the  mental  hospital  of  another  management  committee. 

The  initial  supervision  of  patients  on  trial  from  the  mental 
hospital  is  performed  by  the  hospital  psychiatric  social  workers. 
•Any  necessar}’  continuation  of  supervision  is  arranged  between 
'hem  and  this  authority’s  duly  authorised  ollicers. 

The  duly  authorised  ollicers  in  their  respective  districts  carry 
out  the  supervision  of  mental  defectives  on  licence.  They  also 
act  as  welfare  and  placement  ollicers  in  this  connection. 

There  is  no  voluntary  association  concerned  with  mental 
health  in  this  city. 

This  authority  in  1948  introduced  a system  of  sending  its  duly 
authorised  ollicers  to  one  of  the  courses  arranged  by  the  National 
.Association  for  Mental  Health  in  conjunction  with  the  University 
of  London.  .A  series  of  twelve  weekly  lectures  on  “Mental  Illness’’ 
has  been  given  to  thv  duly  authorised  officers  (and  also  to  the 
Justices  appointed  aS  Judicial  .Authorities  under  the  Lunacy  .\cts, 
i8go,  and  the  .Mental  I)efi('iency  .Acts,  1913 — ^1938)  by  the  Deputy 
.Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Central  Mental  Hospital,  Warwick, 
and  educational  visits  have  been  paid  to  other  mental  hospitals, 
including  Rampton. 

Work  in  the  Coniniitnily . 

(n)  Under  Section  28  oj  the  Xational  Health  Service  Act. 

The  Health  Committee  has  accepted  responsibility  for  mental 
after  care  home  treatment  for  four  Coventry  patients  from  the 
Central  .Mental  Hospital,  Warwick. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Circular  5/1952,  three  mentally 
defective  children  have  been  admitted  to  institutional  care  for  a 
maximum  period  of  two  months. 

.As  a result  of  this  circular,  the  local  health  authority  has 
obtained  the  approval  of  the  Minister  to  an  amendment  in  their 
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original  proposals  under  this  section  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act. 

After  care  has  been  afforded  to  certain  selected  cases  of 
patients  discharged  from  mental  hospital  following  treatment, 
resulting  in  re-establishment  in  employment  and  re-settlement  in 
the  community. 

[b)  Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

During  the  year  1952  the  authorised  officers  paid  1,200  visits 
to  patients  under  the  above  Acts,  and  in  the  same  period  355 
mental  treatment  cases,  and  98  persons  of  unsound  mind  from  this 
authority’s  area  were  admitted  to  a mental  hospital  for  treatment. 

The  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  voluntary  patients 
admitted  reflects  the  change  in  outlook  of  the  population — they 
no  longer  fear  as  such  treatment  in  a mental  hospital. 

(c)  Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938. 

(i)  Ascertainment  and  supervision. 

Eighty-one  cases  were  referred  during  the  year  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  Sections  57(3)  and  (5),  of 
which  number  58  were  subsequently  ascertained  as  mental 
defectives ; in  addition  ten  cases  were  referred  by  other  sources. 
Of  the  total  number  of  cases  referred  to  the  local  health  authority 
during  the  year,  60  were  placed  under  statutory  supervision  and 
eight  admitted  to  institutional  care. 

The  work  in  respect  of  358  cases  under  statutory  supervision 
has  continued,  and  the  close  relationship  with  the  patients  assisted 
many  in  their  social  life  in  the  community  and  in  obtaining  simple 
employment. 

(ii)  Guardianship. 

There  are  ii  mental  defectives  under  guardianship,  to  the 
guardians  of  nine  of  vvho'm  allowances  varying-  from  i8s.  od.  to 
30S.  per  week  towards  their  cost  of  maintenance  are  paid.  In 
addition  the  Health  Committee  has  authorised  the  expenditure  of 
an  amount  not  exceeding  ;^io  per  annum  on  the  purchase  of 
necessary  items  of  clothing  and  footwear  for  each  patient. 

Two  patients  are  under  the  guardianship  of  an  officer  of  the 
local  health  authority  and  are  permitted  to  reside  elsewhere  than 
with  the  guardian — ^in  one  case,  in  residential  employment. 
Further,  two  female  patients  under  guardianship  are  in  regular 
attendance  at  the  Occupation  Centre 

(iii)  Occupation. 

The  Occupation  Centre  for  mental  defectives  was  opened  at 
Burns  Road  on  loth  March,  1952,  to  receive  the  first  pupils  and 
has  the  names  of  60  pupils  on  its  register.  The  year  has  brought 
steady  progress  in  the  work  of  the  unit,  and  an  inevitable  increase 
in  the  size  of  the  waiting  list  for  admission ; there  are  now  45 
defectives  on  that  list. 

T.  MORRISON  CLAYTON, 

Health  Department,  Medical  Officer  of  ^eaUh. 

Council  House, 

Coventry. 

27th  April,  1953. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

L’nder  this  Act  the  following-  duties  are  placed  on  the  City 
Council  : — 

The  provision  of  accommodation  (Section  21);  the  welfare  of 
the  blind,  deaf,  dumb  and  crippled  (Sections  29  and  30) ; the 
registration  of  disabled  persons  or  old  persons’  homes  (Section 
37) ; the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care 
and  attention  (Section  47) ; the  provision  of  temporary  protection 
of  property  of  persons  admitted  to  hospitals,  etc.  (Section  48) ; 
and  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the  burial  or  cremation  of  the 
dead  (Section  50). 

The  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  residential  accom- 
modation for  the  aged  was  delegated  by  the  Council  to  the 
Pensioners  Committee ; to  the  Health  Committee  was  delegated 
the  provision  of  accommodation  for  the  infirm  and  others  in  need 
of  care  and  attention  not  otherwise  available  to  them  and  also  the 
provision  of  temporary  accommodation  for  persons  in  urgent  need 
thereof  under  circumstances  which  could  not  reasonably  have 
been  foreseen  and  in  such  other  circumstances  as  the  Council 
determine. 

The  staff  at  present  at  i,  St.  Patrick’s  Road  deals  with  those 
matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  handicapped  (other  than  the 
blind),  residential  accommodation,  temporary  accommodation, 
compulsory  removal  and  care,  and  the  protection  of  property  of 
patients  removed  to  hospital.  The  report  on  the  work  of  the  Sub- 
Department  follows  herewith. 


HOMES  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 

(Pensioners  Committee) 

Section  21  (1)  (a) 

At  present  there  are  six  Homes  for  Old  People,  as  follows  : — 


Name  and  Address. 

Type  of 
Resident. 

Present  No 
of  Beds 

Moat  House,  Wilson’s  Lane, 

Exhall 

Males 

40 

Charterhouse,  London  Road,  Coventry 

Males 

30 

Woodway  Grange,  Deedmore 
Walsgrave,  Coventry 

Road, 

.Males 

22 

Stone  House,  63,  Birmingham 
Coventry 

Road, 

Females 

19 

Xewlands  House,  Bennett’s 
Keresley,  Coventry 

Road, 

Mixed 

28 

The  figures  shown  include  a number  of  infirm  and  handicapped 
persons  for  whom  it  is  intended,  but  for  whom  it  has  not  yet  been 
possible,  to  make  special  provision 
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Moat  House,  Charterhouse,  St.  Paul’s  and  Stone  House  were 
all  iunctioning  as  Homes  tor  Old  People  when  the  National 
.Assistance  Act,  1948,  came  into  operation  on  the  5th  July,  1948. 
Ncwlands  House,  which  was  acquired  from  the  .National  Coal 
Board  under  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  1949,  was  the  first 
Home  to  be  provided  under  the  Act.  It  was  orig^inally  intended 
that  men  only  should  be  housed  at  this  establishment  but  owin^ 
to  the  number  of  cases  of  women  urgently  requiring  accommoda- 
tion it  was  decided  to  make  the  Home  a mixed  one.  This 
experiment  of  having  a mixed  community  has  been  found  to  bring 
a more  normal  and  congenial  atmosphere  to  the  establishment, 
apart  from  making  it  possible  to  accommodate  married  couples  of 
which  there  are  two  at  present.  One  interesting  feature  of  the 
Home  is  the  provision  of  eight  single  bedrooms. 

Woodway  Grange,  formerly  the  Walsgrave  .Annexe,  which 
was  returned  to  the  Council  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Hoard  in 
September,  1951,  is  functioning  satisfactorily  as  a Home  for  22 
elderly  men  and  has  proved  a very  valuable  addition  to  the 
residential  accommodation  provided  for  the  aged  and  infirm  in 
need  of  care  and  attention.  Since  the  taking  over  of  Woodway 
Grange  was  conditional  upon  the  Pensioners  Committee  removing 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  cases  from  the  High  A''iew  Hospital 
there  are  now  no  cases  in  the  hospital  for  whom  either  the  Health 
Committee  or  the  Pensioners  Committee  is  responsible. 

The  arrangement  is  generally  very  satisfactory.  Because  of 
the  growing  waiting  liist  for  admission  the  acquisition  of  Newlands 
House  and  Woodway  Grange  has  ameliorated  the  present  over- 
crowding in  the  other  Homes  to  a very  limited  extent.  On  the 
31st  December,  1952,  there  were  74  men  and  123  women  on  the 
waiting  list  for  admission  to  the  Homes  as  against  59  men  and 
96  women  on  the  31st  December,  1951. 

AV’ork  on  the  new  Home  for  Old  People  in  the  Tile  Hill 
Neighbourhood  Unit  (to  be  known  as  Hawthorn  Lodge)  is  pro- 
ceeding apace,  and  the  building  is  likely  tO'  be  ready  for  occupation 
in  February  or  March,  1953.  This  building  will  provide  accom- 
modation for  42  residents  of  either  sex.  Moreover  there  will  be 
I I ground  floor  beds  for  the  more  infirm  cases.  The  building  costs 
per  resident  for  this  Home  are  stated  to  be  the  lowest  in  the 
country. 

The  Council’s  administrative  scheme  provides  for  further 
Homes  to  alleviate  overcrowding,  to  allow  for  growing  demands 
and  to  provide  for  married  couples.  In  this  connection,  plans  of 
a Home  to  be  erected  in  the  Bell  Green  .Neighbourhood  Unit  have 
already  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  approval. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I made  mention  of  the  pressing  need 
for  more  adequate  toilet  facilities  at  the  Stone  House  and  the 
urgent  need  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  Nissen  huts  and  bath 
hut  at  the  Moat  House.  T have  now  great  pleasure  in  reporting 
that  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  approved  the  plans  for  a sanitarv 
annexe  at  the  Stone  House  and  that  a starting  date,  viz.  ist  June, 
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'953>  been  awarded.  I also  liave  much  pleasure  in  reporting 
that  the  .Ministry  has  approved,  with  minor  modifications,  the 
plans  for  extensions  and  adaptations  at  the  Moat  House  which  will 
enable  the  use  of  the  .\issen  huts  and  the  bath  hut  to  be 
discontinued.  The  adaptations,  etc.,  when  completed  will  provide 
i8  beds  in  three  ground  floor  dormitories  for  the  more  infirm,  and 
will  enable  the  overcrowding  in  the  main  building  to  be  alleviated. 
.Application  has  been  made  for  an  early  starting  date.  The 
completion  of  these  two  projects  will,  I am  sure,  do  much  to 
attain  the  high  standard  the  Pensioners  Committee  has  set  for 
residential  accommodation  under  their  control. 

Future  improvements  are  envisaged  for  Woodway  Grange  an^l 
grounds  in  the  forthcoming  finarvcial  year.  These  include  a 
linking  of  the  sanitary  installations  with  the  main  sewer ; resur- 
facing of  the  drive ; an  access  road  to  the  new  estate.  It  is  hoped 
that  financial  provision  can  be  made  for  these  in  the  estimates 
for  '953-54- 

The  Ministry  of  Health  Welfare  Oflicer  comments  favourably 
on  the  Homes  in  her  repKDrts,  but  again  draws  attention  to  the 
overcrowding — a factor  which  has  for  long  been  of  concern  to 
the  Committee,  but  wihich  is  most  difficult  to  adjust  under  present 
conditions. 

The  general  health  of  the  residents  throughout  the  year 
under  review  has  been  reasonably  good,  bearing  in  mind  their 
ages  and  infirmities,  although  the  death  rate  in  December,  1952, 
was  higher  than  usual.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
we  have  many  residents  who  have  now  been  with  us  several  years, 
and  generally  the  average  age  of  the  residents  in  the  Homes,  viz. 
73  vears  plus,  is  higher  now  than  when  the  Homes  first  opened. 
Fortunately,  there  have  been  no  major  epidemics. 

Discussions  took  place  with  the  hospital  authorities  during 
the  year  in  relation  to  admissions  to  the  Old  People’s  Homes, 
and  in  regard  to  transfers  to  hospital,  and  these  served  a very 
useful  purpose  and  have  helped,  in  no  small  measure,  to  eradicate 
difficulties  hitherto  experienced. 

•Although  there  is  an  acute  shortage  of  l>eds  for  the  chronic 
.sick  in  this  area,  we  are  nevertheless  indebted  to  the  Medical 
.Superintendent  of  the  Gulson  Hospital  for  his  very  helpful  co- 
operation in  securing  the  admission  of  certain  of  our  residents  for 
essential  nursing  care  and  treatment 

One  or  two  residents  deteriorated  mentally,  and  had  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Central  Hospital,  and  we  have  one  or  two  cases 
of  mild  senile  dementia  whose  condition  at  present  does  not 
warrant  certification  and  removal  to  the  Central  Hospital,  but 
whose  conduct  at  times  causes  some  inconvenience  and  annoyance 
to  their  fellow  residents  and  makes  the  task  of  tlie  staff  in 
“p'’userving  peace  and  order”  rather  difficult.  W’e  have  also  had 
periods  of  difficultie.s  with  a small  number  of  anti-social  cases, 
two  of  whom  were  requested  finally  to  leave  the  Homes. 
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I am  very  pleased  to  report  that  two  or  three  residents,  whose 
working  life  appeared  to  have  coime  to  an  end,  have  been  found 
employment  and  are  now  self-supporting.  This  matter  of 
rehabilitation  is  a worthwhile  effort  and  consideration  is  being 
given  to  the  question  of  one  or  two  other  residents  either  taking 
rehabilitation  courses  or  taking  up  employment  suitable  to  their 
mental  and  physical  capacity. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  handicraft  work  at  four  of  the 
Homes  is  progressing  very  well ; indeed,  two  of  the  Homes 
exhibited  their  work  at  the  Bell  Green  Community  Centre  recently. 
Efforts  to  re-kindle  interest  at  the  two  remaining  Homes  have  met 
with  partial  success  and  the  residents  will  be  further  encouraged. 
It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  interest  the  men  in  any  of  the 
Homes  in  bench  work  despite  the  facilities  offered.  Moreover, 
it  is  diflicult  at  times  to  prevail  upon  some  of  those  residents  who 
are  physically  and  mentally  capable  to  perform  small  duties  of  the 
nature  they  would  perforce  have  to  carry  out  if  living  in  their  own 
homes,  although  it  would  undoubtedly  be  to  their  benefit  usefully 
to  occupy  some  of  their  spare  time,  and  thereby  keep  their  faculties 
active. 

The  residents  participated  in  a week’s  holiday  for  the  second 
year  in  succession,  at  the  Prestatyn  Holiday  Camp,  North  Wales, 
where  they  had  a thoroughly  enjoyable  time  and  benefited  from 
their  stay.  The  weather  was  good  and  all  seemed  to  make  the 
best  of  the  camp  amenities.  The  party  was  honoured  by  a visit 
from  His  Worship  the  Mayor  (.Alderman  B.  H.  Gardner) 
accompanied  by  the  Mayoress  (Mrs.  E.  M.  Gardner)  and  the  civic 
authorities  at  Prestatyn. 

The  annual  coach  outing  for  the  residents  took  place  on  the 
15th  .August  last  when  the  party  journeyed  to  Broadway  and 
Evesham. 

The  residents  of  the  Homes  had  an  extremely  enjoyable 
Christmas.  The  Chairman  and  other  members  of  the  Committee 
visited  each  Home  on  Christmas  Day.  On  the  27th  December, 
1952,  we  were  honoured  by  a visit  to  each  Home  by  His  Worship 
the  Mayor,  the  Mayoress,  the  Deputy  ATayor  and  Deputy 
Mayoress,  and  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

The  residents  also  made  their  annual  visit  to  the  pantomime, 
and  several  concerts  and  film  shows  were  given  at  the  Homes. 
■Apart  from  these  Functions,  the  residents  have  participated  in 
other  social  functions  at  the  invitation  of  churches,  voluntary 
organisations,  a working  men’s  club,  and  private  individuals. 
These  real  efforts  to  brighten  the  lives  of  the  residents  were 
appreciated. 

A large  number  of  gifts  and  holiday  extras  have  been  received 
during  the  year  from  many  local  traders  and  organisations,  and 
our  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  the  generous  donors.  AVe  are  also 
indebted  to  the  Watch  Comanittee  for  allocating  sums  from  the 
Cinema  Charities  Fund  for  the  benefit  of  our  residents. 


The  Municipal  Players  and  various  cinemas  generously  offer 
price  concessions  to  our  residents.  Care  too  is  taken  to  ensure 
that  those  residents  who  are  entitled,  receive  tobacco  and  cigarette 
concessions,  and  free  transport  on  the  Corporation  ’buses. 

.After  minor  difliculties  the  Baths  Department  were  able  to 
take  over  laundry  work  for  all  the  Homes  during  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  and  the  arrangements  are  now  working  satisfactorily. 

The  arrangements  made  under  the  National  Health  Service 
scheme  are  working  well,  in  particular  with  regard  to  the  provision 
of  surgical  appliances,  spectacles  and  medicines.  Where  part 
payment  has  to  be  made  by  residents,  applications  for  assistance 
are  submitted  to  the  National  Assistance  Board  and  are  dealt  with 
exp>editiously  and  satisfactorily.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Board 
for  the  willing  andi  ready  manner  in  which  they  assist.  As  a result 
of  representations  to  the  local  hospital  authorities,  for  the  provision 
of  hearing  aids  to  appropriate  residents,  the  waiting  period  has 
now  been  reduced  from  approximately  two  years  to  less  than  six 
months. 

There  are  suitable  and  adequate  arrangements  for  religious 
ministrations  at  each  of  the  Homes.  One  of  the  ministers 
attending,  the  Rev.  George  Pollard,  Honorary  Free  Church 
Chaplain  at  Charterhouse,  took  up  an  appointment  in  London, 
and  we  are  awaiting  the  nomination  by  the  Free  Church  Federal 
Council  of  a successor. 

Television  is  greatly  enjoyed  at  the  four  Homes  where 
receivers  are  installed,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  provide 
receivers  at  the  two  remaining  Homes. 

The  policy  of  improving  the  standard  of  furniture  and  equip- 
ment as  well  as  the  general  standard  of  the  Homes  has  continued 
throughout  the  period  under  review,  but  these  improvements  will 
be  more  apparent  when  we  are  able  to  reduce  the  number  of  beds 
in  some  of  the  establishments. 


Visits  were  made  by  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Pensioners  Committee,  the  Pensioners  Officer  and  myself  to  Gates- 
head and  Nottingham  to  see  newly-built  Old  People’s  Homes. 
These  visits  proved  to  be  helpful  and  instructive,  and  also  showed 
that  the  building  costs  for  our  new  Home,  Hawthorn  Lodge, 
compare  very  favourably  with  those  of  other  local  authorities. 

.At  the  31st  December,  1952,  certain  residents  for  whom  the 
Pensioners  Committee  have  financial  responsibilities  were  main- 
tained in  the  following  areas  ; — ■ 

Local  Authorities.  Men.  Women. 


Birmingham  County  Borough  Council  ...  — i 

Bedfordshire  County  Council  ..  ...  i — 

Durham  County  Council  ...  ...  i — 

Leicester  County  Borough  Council  ...  — r 

Middlesex  Countv  Council  ...  ...  ...  i — 

Sunderland  County  Borough  Council  i — 

Warwickshire  County  Council  ...  ...  — 4 
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I’oluntary  Bodies.  Men.  \Votne7i, 

Christadelphian  Home,  Birmingham  ...  — i 

4 7 

There  were  other  authorities’  cases  resident  in  our  Homes  on 
the  31st  December,  1952,  as  follows  ; — 

Derbyshire  County  Council  ...  1 man  (Moat  House) 

London  County  Council  1 woman  (Newlands  House) 

Staffordshire  County  Council  i man  (Moat  House) 

3 

II.  OTHER  WELFARE  PROVISIONS 

(Health  Committee) 

(Section  21(l)(b)). 

Temporary  acconrmodation  provided  by  the  Health  Committee 
is  by  way  of  a converted  industrial  hostel  block,  viz.  Block  Z-’  of 
the  former  Baginton  Fields  Hostel,  and  two  converted  wards  at 
the  former  London  Road  Institution.  This  accommodation 
comprises  : — ' 

Baginton  | 2 three-bedroom  units 
Fields  4 two-bedroom  units 

Hostel  I one-bedroom  unit 

London  Road  (4  two-room  flatlets 
Establishment  I2  one-room  flatlets 

The  upward  trend  in  the  number  of  cases  to  be  accommodated 
has  steadily  continued,  giving  more  cause  for  concern  and 
necessitating  the  allocation  of  accommodation  on  a room  basis 
instead  of  on  a unit  basis  as  orginally  contemplated.  The  numbers 
of  cases  housed  on  the  31st  December,  1952,  are  set  out  here- 
under : — 


Rstablishnient 

Cases  in  which 
Council  had  a 
statutory  duty 
to  provide  tem- 
porary accom- 
modation 

Cases  in  which 
Council  had  a 
permissive 
power  to  provide 
temporary 
accommodation 

Totals 

M.  W.  Ch.  Fatr.s. 

M.  W.  Ch.  Finns. 

M.  W.  Ch.  Fanis. 

Block  Z3,  Bagiiiion 
Fields  Hostel 

— U -27  14 

— 3 5 3 

— 17  32  17 

Flats,  11  London 
Road 

— 1 3 1 

— 25-2 

— 3 8 3 

Totals 

— 15  30  15 

— 5 10  5 

— 20  40  20 

• 
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The  foreg'oing  statistics  indicate  the  serious  degree  of  over- 
crowding in  Block  Z;;,  Baginton  Fields  Hostel.  The  decision  of 
the  Housing  Committee  to  provide  i8  sub-standard  housing  units 
at  the  former  Industrial  Hostel,  Duggins  Lane,  to  help  retrieve 
the  situation  is  most  helpful. 

'I'he  following  summary  will  help  to  show  the  extent  of  the 
problem  of  dealing  with  temporary  accommodation  cases  : — 


Summary  of  cases  dealt  with  since  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 
came  into  operation  on  the  5th  July,  1948. 


Period 

Cases  in  which 
Council  had  a 
statutory  duty 
to  provide  tem- 
porary accom- 
modation 

Cases  in  which 
Council  bad  a 
permissive 
power  to  provide 
temp  -rary 
flccomniodiition 

Total 

M.  W.  Ch  Fains. 

M.  W Ch.  Fams. 

M.  W.  Ch.  Fam- 

4th  Julv,  1948,  to 
31st  Dec.,  1948  .. 

1111 

3 10  21  10 

4 11  22  11 

1st  Jan.,  1949,  to 
31st  Dec.,  1949  .. 

9 26  33  26 

21  56  87  56 

30  82  120  82 

Ist  Jan.,  1960,  to 
31st  Dec.,  1950  . 

5 17  27  17 

1 32  46  32 

6 49  73  49 

1st  Jan.,  1951.  to 
31st  Dec.,  1951  .. 

— 31'  56  31 

- 17  32  17 

— 48  88  48 

1st  Jan.,  1952,  to 
31st  Dec.  1952  .. 

— 52  95  52 

•—  12  28  12 

— 64  123  64 

Totals 

15  127  212  127 

25  127  214  127 

40  254  426  24 

.\OTE  I. 

Of  the  cases  shown  29  families  were  accom- 
modated for  one  night  only  to  obviate  hardship  to 
children  or  expectant  mothers. 

NOTE  2. 

The  figures  submitted  do  not  include  35  children 
born  after  the  admission  of  their  mothers  to  Part 

III  .A^ccommodation. 

■NOTE  3. 

Of  the  total  number  of  families  accommodated 
the  Housing  Committee  has  rehoused  the 
following  : — 

1949 — ^18  families 

1950 — 50  families 

1951  — 15  families 

1932 — bi  families 

RETURN  OF  PERSONS  RESIDENT  IN  JANUARY,  1953,  IN  ACCOMMODATION  PROVIDED  UNDER  PART 

III  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

TABLE  “A”— RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION.  Section  21  (i)  (a). 
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TABLE  “B”— TEMPORARY  ACCOMMODATION.  Section  2i(i)(b). 
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Ko.  of  persons 
(not  included  in 
cols.  2 to  6) 
accommodated 
by  other  local 
authorities  for 
whose  mainten- 
ance the 
Council  are 

responsible 

(8) 

No.  of  persons 
included  in 
col.  2 to  6 
for  whose 
maintenance 
other  local 
authorities 
are  responsible 

(7) 

bH 

NUMBER  OP  PERSONS  ACCOMMODATED  IN 

Total 
(cols.  2-6) 

(6) 

W 

17 

! 

3 

o 

C4  00 

CO 

o 

o 

b-t 

Accommoda- 
tion provided 
on  bebalf  of 
the  Council 
by  voluntary 
organisations 

(5) 

Other 
premises 
managed  by 
the 

Council 

(4) 

W 

17 

3 

o 

04 

CO  00 

CO 

o 

o 
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S . 

‘ mixed  ” 
houses 

Vested  in  the 
Minister  as 
hospitals 
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Former  ‘ 
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Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  needing  Care  and 

Attention. 

(Section  47) 

Certain  cases  requiring  care  and  attention  and  who  refused 
to  avail  themselves  in  the  first  instance  of  such  facilities  as  the 
department  were  able  to  provide  or  to  make  available  were  even- 
tuallv  prevailed  upon,  voluntarily,  to  enter  suilahle  premises.  Thus, 
during  1952,  it  was  not  necessary  to  invoke  compulsory  powers  in 
any  case. 

Protection  of  Property. 

(Section  48). 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  storage  of  movable  property 
belonging  to  those  persons  moved  to  hospitals  or  homes  where  no 
other  suitable  arrangements  could  be  made. 

Commonwealth  Food  Gifts. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  Commonwealth  Food  Gifts 
has  practically  finished.  Only  one  small  consignment  was  received 
during  the  year,  with  a request  from  the  donors  that  it.be  dis- 
tributed to  needy  cases  nominated  by  the  Minister  of  the  Central 
Hall  Mission. 

WELFARE  SERVICES:  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS  (OTHER 

THAN  THE  BLIND) 

(Sections  29  and  30) 

1'he  amended  schemes  for  the  welfare  of  persons  who  are 
deaf  or  dumb  and  liandicapped  persons  other  than  the  blind, 
partially-sighted  and  deaf  or  dumb,  have  now  l)een  approved  by 
the  .Minister  of  Health  and  steps  are  being  taken  for  their 
implementation.  In  connection  therewith,  I am  recommending 
the  appointment  to  the  staff  of  a Welfare  Ollicer  to  carry  out  the 
“field  work’’. 

General. 

.Assistance  and  advice  have  been  given  in  social  problems, 
particularly  where  aged,  infirm  and  sick  have  been  concerned,  and 
the  staff  have  generally  interested  themselves  in  the  welfare  of  the 
aged.  Hospital  admissions  have  been  arranged,  claims  for 
pensions,  supplementary  pensions,  etc.,  have  been  prepared  for 
those  unable  themselves  to  complete  the  necessary  forms ; action 
has  been  taken  to  safeguard  propertv  of  persons  admitted  to 
hospital;  furniture  has  been  transported  for  Part  III  National 
■Assistance  Act  accommodation  cases  as  well  as  for  hospital  cases. 
Several  applications  have  been  made  to  the  Court  of  Protection 
for  the  appointment  of  a Receiver  to  manage  the  affairs  of  patients 
unable  to  do  so  for  themselves. 

■Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  National  .Assistance 
Board  to  afford  assistance  to  necessitous  cases  whose  straitened 
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circumstances  have  been  brought  to  light  by  the  department  and 
employment  has  been  fouml  for  a number  of  persons. 

Tliere  are  still  a few  patients  in  hospital  for  whom  the  Medical 
Ollicer  of  Health  acts  as  agent  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  their 
national  health  sick  pay  or  administering  their  contributory 
pensions. 

It  has  again  been  possible  to  distribute  to  a number  of  vei;y 
deserving  cases  gift  clothing"  received  from  certain  associations  in 
the  L’niled  States  of  .\merica. 

1 he  follow  ing  hgures  relating  to  cases  referred  to  the  vSub- 
Department  by  letter  or  telephone,  as  distinct  from  personal 
applications  and  application  for  temporary  accomimodation  visited 
and  investigated  during  the  period  ist  January,  1952  to  31st 
December,  1952,  will  give  some  indication  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
w ork  undertaken  : — 


Subject 

of 

Vigils 

Admis- 
sioii.s  to 
Homes 

Admis 
sions  to 
Hospital 

Mo  Idle 
Meals 

0(Mieral 

Welfare 

Welfare 
of  Handi- 
capped 
Persons 

Others 

To 

tal 

Visits 

Oases 

Number 
of  Visits 
iimde 

89 

36 

96 

140 

6 

10 

CO 

‘i88 

WELFARE  SERVICES:  BLIND  PERSON^" 

(Section  29) 

The  care  and  welfare  of  blind  persons  comes  within  the  scope 
of  Section  29  of  the  National  Assistance  .Xct  and  of  the  Council’s 
approved  scheme.  The  staff  designated  for  this  w'ork  in  the 
Health  Department  includes  two  home  teachers  for  the  blind,  the 
second  having  been  appointed  during  the  year. 

The  teachers  continue  to  be  occupied  in  training  those  blind 
persons  who  can  benefit  from  their  teaching,  which  latter  includes 
Braille,  .Moon  and  also  simple  handicrafts.  They  also  give  all 
possible  assistance  in  the  welfare  of  the  blind  and  their  advice  and 
guidance  is  much  in  demand. 

The  weeklv  meeting  held  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  Gulson  Road, 
is  now  a handicraft  and  social  afternoon,  and  is  a great  source 
of  joy  and  fellowship  to  our  blind  friends.  The  ladies  are  occupied 
in  handicrafts  and  discussions  on  household  problems  they  come 
U[)  against  from  week  to  w'eek  ; while  the  men  enjoy  very  keen 
domino  matches  betw'een  themselves  and  have  also  played  at 
Nuneaton.  The  players  of  the  Nuneaton  social  centre  for  the 
blind  will  be  visiriny  Coventrx-  in  the  near  future.  Their  annual 
outing,  for  which  they  had  been  saving,  was  arranged  for  New- 
Brighton,  and  a very  happy  day  was  had  by  all. 

During  the  vear  an  enjoyable  motor  coach  outing  to  Trentham 
Gardens  was  arranged  for  all  blind  persons  in  the  city.  Blind 
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persons  were  accompanied  by  their  guides,  and  a total  number  of 
420  took  advantage  of  the  outing. 

The  annual  Christmas  party  was  also  arranged  in  the  Butts 
Civic  Restaurant,  and  350  blind  persons  and  their  guides  attended. 
The  entertainment  was  provided  by  the  Coventr}'  Variety  .Artists’ 
.Association,  and  their  services  were  much  appreciated  both  by  the 
blind  people  and  the  Health  Committee. 

h'inancial  assistance  rendered  to  those  blind  persons  in  need 
of  such  aid  comes  through  the  National  .Assistance  Board;  this 
has  been  the  arrangement  since  5th  July,  1948. 

The  register  of  blind  persons  as  at  31st  December,  1952, 
gives  the  following  details  of  all  blind  persons  registered  in  the 
city  : — 


Age  Periods  of  Registered  Blind  Persons 


AGE  PERIOD 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0—1 

. . 

• . 

. . 

1—5 

2 

■2 

4 

5—16 

5 

6 

11 

16—21 

4 

2 

6 

21-  40 

26 

14 

40 

40—50 

16 

15 

30 

50—65 

47 

28 

75 

65—70 

26 

35 

60 

70  & over 

101 

]66 

267 

Unknown 

•• 

Total 

225 

268 

493 

Incidence  of  Blindness 
Ages  at  which  Blindness  ooeurred. 


AGE  PERIOD 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0—1 

18 

14 

32 

1 — 5 

t 

4 

5 

5—10 

6 

0 

11 

10—20 

9 

7 

16 

20—30 

21 

10 

31 

0 

1 

0 

CO 
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8 

17 

40—50 

21 

15 

36 

50—60 

24 

28 

52 

60—70 

45 

61 

106 

70  & orer 

70 

115 

185 

Unknown 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

225 

268 

493 

There  are  14  blind  home  workers  engaged  in  the  City  under 
the  scheme  org^anised  by  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  These  are  employed  in  various  trades  and  all  receive 
a standard  augmentation  of  wages  on  an  agreed  scale. 

The  Partially  Sighted. 

The  register  of  Partially  Sighted  in  the  City  at  December 
31st,  1952,  shows  the  following  details: — 


I.  Partially  Sighted  in  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

' 0-1 

2-4 

5-15 

16  -20  21-49  50-64 

65  + 

Total 

Males  . . 

1 

0 

7 

3 ' 4 j 1 

8 

23 

Females 

i 

1 0 

1 

5 

1 2 1 

6 

16 

II.  Partially  Sighted  in  Ages  of  Incidence. 


Age  Groups 

0-1 

2-4 

5-15 

16-20 

21-49 

50-64 

65  + 

Total 

Males  . . 

12 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

7 

23 

Females 

7 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

6 

16 

8o 


An  enquiry  has  been  made  into  the  causes  of  the  disabilit}  in 
the  63  persons  notilied  during  the  year  as  having-  become  blind 
or  partially  sighted,  and  these  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


k.  Follow  up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially 
Sighted  Persons. 


(il  No.  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect 
of  which  para  7 (c)of  Korni 
B.D.8  recommends; 

(a)  No  treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgicil  or  optical)  .. 

Cause  of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

15 

8 

6 

3 

- 

12 

21 

23 

9 

... 

- 

33 

(ii)  No.  of  cases  at  (i)  (6)  above 

which  on  follow  np  action 

have  received  treatment ... 

4 

3 

13 

B.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

(i)  Total  numl>er  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  : 10 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which  : 

(a)  Vision  lost  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Vision  impaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 

HOUSING  AND  OVERCROWDING 

Much  of  my  time  is  still  occupied  with  letters,  telephone  calls 
and  at  times,  direct  approaches  from  persons  appealing  for  assist- 
ance in  their  housing  and  accommodational  dilemmas.  \'ery  many 
of  these  cases  are  linked  to  personal  and  family  health  problems 
whether  these  be  tuberculosis,  rheumatism,  cardiac  and  chest 
conditions,  childish  ailments,  incompatability,  infirmity  and  a host 
of  other  ailments.  The  ever  increasing  population  in  this  city  and 
the  related  inheritance  of  insufficient  accommodation  throughout 
the  years  of  rapid  development  present  an  acute  and  continuing 
problem,  both  from  the  health  and  housing  points  of  view. 

'I'he  persistent  endeavours  to  relieve  overcrowding  in  Coventry 
are  therefore  always  welcomed  within  the  Health  Department. 
During  1952  there  were  1,393  houses  erected  (1951—849)  and 
many  of  these  were  allocated  to  help  applicants  who  had  applied 
principally  on  the  grounds  of  ill  health.  I a'ln  grateful  to  the 
Housing  Department  for  much  sympathetic  consideration  given  to 
such  cases. 


s 


8i 

There  is  no  disease  which  causes  gfreater  concern  when  related 
to  inadequate  and  overcrowded  housing-  conditions  than  tuber- 
culosis. Suitable  rehousing  of  patients  suffering  from  this 
condition  means  that  not  only  is  their  health  and  outlook  likely 
to  improve,  but  that  a potential  threat  to  other  susceptible 
individuals  is  considerably  diminished  and  collateral  savings  accrue 
in  sanatorium  finances. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  85  families  had  been,  rehoused  following 
representations  made  by  the  Health  Department. 

The  Housing  Superintendent  has  kindly  supplied  and  I am 
grateful  to  him  for  the  following  data  in  respect  of  housing  during 


1951. 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list, 

1st  January, 

•952  

... 

9.593 

13,368 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting 

list,  31st 

December,  1952  ... 

... 

10,863 

9,593 

Number  of  families  housed  by  the 

end  of  the 

year,  1952  

1,531 

1 ,084 

Number  of  applications  for  Corporation  houses 

made  during  the  year  1952 

2,807 

2,668 

-Number  of  applications  for  building  licences 

4,400 

4,030 

Number  of  building  licences  granted 

for  private 

house  building 

300 

240 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  the 

Corporation 

during  1952 

1,393 

849 

Number  of  houses  voluntarily  closed 

Nil 

8 

Number  of  houses  demolished 

7 

32 

It  is  noticeable  from  the  above  that  there  was  an  increase  of 
1,270  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  in  the  course  of  one  year, 
that  447  more  families  were  housed  and  that  544  more  houses 
became  available  than  in  1951.  The  10,863  applicants  on  the 
housing  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  a fair  representation 
of  those  really  in  need  of  suitable  housing  accoimmodation  and 
these  were  composed  of  : 

6 cases  in  Category  “.A”  (First  Priority) 

1,407  ,,  ,,  ,,  “B”  (Second  Priority) 

9,019  ,,  ,,  ,,  “C”  (Third  Priority) 

2,431  ,,  ,,  ,,  “C”  (Fourth  Priority) 

It  is  estimated  that  of  the  10,863  applications  some  1,500  are 
now  otherwise  provided  for.  .A  revision  of  the  list  will  be  made 
again  in  the  autumn. 

FOOD  CLEANLINESS 

The  medical  staff  and  sanitary  inspectorate  are  closely 
associated  in  their  efforts  to  improve  the  hygienic  conditions  allied 
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to  the  preparation,  handling  and  consumption  of  foodstuffs  within 
the  city  area  on  every  possible  occasion.  Such  measures  are  of 
course  needed  to  keep  the  incidence  of  food  poisoning  down  to  the 
minimum  extent. 

Food  Poisoning  Notifications  Returned  to  the  Registrar  General. 
ist  Quarter  ; 63  3rd  Quarter  : 23 

2nd  Quarter  : 36  4th  Quarter  : 13 


Identified 

: Outbreaks,  5;  Cases,  19. 

Due  to  : 

(a) 

Chemical  poisons 

— 

Salmonella  Organisms 

2 

[c] 

Staphylococci  (including 

toxin) 

I 

{d) 

Cl.  Botulinum  ... 

— 

(e) 

Other  bacteria 

2 

(both  Shigella  sonnei) 

L'nidentified  : Outbreaks,  16;  Cases,  38. 

Total  : Outbreaks,  21  ; Cases,  57. 

Single  cases  : Agent  identified,  7 (5  cases  due  to  Salmonella 

typhimurium) 
(i  ,,  ,,  ,,  Alpha 

Streptococci) 
(i  ,,  ,,  ,,  Shigella 

sonnei) 

Unknown  cause  : 71. 

Total  : 135. 

The  135  notifications  for  1952  show  a substantial  reduction 
when  compared  with  the  393  reported  in  1951.  As  has  been  the 
custom  in  recent  years,  a full  investigation  was  made  into  all 
cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  which  included  an  enquiry  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  and  all  foods  consumed  at  the 
relevant  time,  together  with  their  sources.  In  addition  appropriate 
bacteriological  examinations  were  made  in  all  cases — except  in  one 
or  two  instances  when  the  patient’s  co-operation  was  not 
obtainable. 

In  a considerable  number  of  cases  the  organism  responsible 
for  the  food  poisoning  symptoms  was  found  to  be  Shigella  sonnei. 
In  these  instances  the  illness  was  notified  as  bacillary  dysentery 
rather  than  food  poisoning. 

One  of  the  outbreaks  due  to  Salmonella  organisms  represents 
those  cases  of  Salmonella  minnesota  which  were  notified  at  the 
beginning  of  January,  1952,  as  part  of  a wider  epidemic  occurring 
in  the  Midlands,  and  in  which  the  infection  was  traced  to  a 
particular  manufacturer’s  meat  pies  (not  made  in  Coventry),  .^s 
the  outbreak  occurred  at  the  turn  of  the  year,  statistics  relating 
to  a number  of, the  cases  were  included  in  the  1951  .Annual  Report. 
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During  recent  years  increasing  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
high  level  of  the  notifications  of  suspected  food  poisoning,  and 
rightly  so.  It  is,  however,  felt  that  a 'more  satisfactory  definition 
of  food  poisoning  than  that  given  in  Section  17  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  should  be  introduced  on  a national  basis,  because 
the  present  rather  indefinite  criteria  might  be  expected  to  lead  to 
over-notification — although  there  is  some  evidence  to  indicate  that 
the  reverse  happens  in  practice.  In  a large  majority  of  cases  a 
specific  causative  organism  was  not  isolated,  in  spite  of  an 
appropriate  investigation,  and  this  lends  support  to  the  view 
expressed  above.  Furthermore,  it  has  been  found  that  only  a 
minority  of  general  practitioners  are,  in  fact,  notifying  cases  of 
food  poisoning — 'in  spite  of  the  fact  that  their  attention  has 
previously  been  drawn  to  these  points  through  circular  letters. 
Those  doctors  who  do  make  a practice  of  notifying  food  poisoning 
often  report  many  cases  in  the  year.  It  is  felt,  therefore,  from 
these  three  points  that  some  care  must  be  exercised  in  drawing 
conclusions  from  food  poisoning  notifications,  since  the  figures 
stated  above  obviously  represent  only  an  unpredictable  sample  of 
the  total  amount  of  illness  from  this  cause. 

The  majority  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  singly,  and 
as  has  been  indicated  already,  the  causal  organism  was  identified 
in  only  a small  fraction  of  these  cases. 

City  of  Coventry — Water  Undertaking. 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY 

I am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  and  Manager  for  the 


following  information  as  to  the  City’s  water  supply  : — 

Houses  with  water  supply  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  73)  107 

Houses  supplied  by  standpipe  or  similar  means  •••  1,19a 

Total  houses  ...  ...  ...  74,299 

I 

Population  supplied  direct  ...  ...  ...  260,657 

Population  obtaining  mains  supply  by  standpipe  or 

other  means  (not  direct)  ...  ...  ...  4,172 

Total  population  supplied  ...  264,829 


The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality 
for  all  essential  purposes. 

The  bulk  of  the  work  on  the  first  instalment  of  the  River 
Severn  Scheme  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  pumping 
had  been  coni'menced  at  the  Intake  Works.  Minor  works  required 
completion  at  Strensham  but  the  plant  was  capable  of  treating 
water  in  an  emergency. 

The  appendix  given  below  contains  information  as  to  the 
frequency  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  water 
from  the  various  sources  of  supply. 
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The  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

No  special  action  has  been  necessary  to  meet  any  contamina- 
tion of  underg-round  sources  of  supply.  Chlorinating  equipment 
is  installed  at  all  Pumping  Stations  for  emergency  use. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSES 


Saviples  from 

Frequency  of 
Examination 

Laboratory 

Bacteriological 

Exarainations 

All  underground 
supplies 

Twice  weekly 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

Fortnightly 

Coventry  Public 
Health 
Laboratory 

Ryton 

Waterworks 

Daily 

Fortnightly 

As  above 

Distribution 

System 

6 samples 
each  week 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

Chemical 

ExaminationB 

All  underground 
supplies 

Fortnightly 

Full  chemical 
and  mineral 
periodically 

Coventry 

Corporation 

Laboratory 

Undertaking's 

own 

Laboratory 

Ryton 

Waterworks 

Partial  analysis 
daily 

Full  weekly 
analysis 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

» 

Full  chemical 
and  Bacterio- 
logical analyses 
at  various  stages 
of  treatment 
monthly 

f 

Fortnightly 

Coventry 

Corporation 

Laboratory 
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COVENTRY  CREMATORIUM 

The  Canley  Crematorium,  which  is  owned  and  operated  by 
the  Parks  and  Cemeteries  Department  of  the  Corporation, 
continued  elliciently  to  fulfill  its  role  in  the  hygienic  disposal  of 
the  dead.  The  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health,  hig  Deputy  and  one  of 
the  Senior  Medical  Assistants  are  the  Medical  Referees  in  this 
connection. 

The  figures  for  1952  were  as  follows  ; — 


Total  cremations 

1952. 

1951' 

1105 

1120 

Coventry  residents 

658 

658 

Residents  of  other  areas 

447 

462 

STAFF  CHANGES 

The  following  changes  in  the  staff  have  taken  place  during 
the  year  : — 

Dr.  M.  Ormiston,  a member  of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
medical  staff,  resigned  on  14th  February.  Dr.  Watson  (1/3/52) 
and  Dr.  Helme  (16/6/52),  were  appointed  to  that  staff. 

Miss  E.  M.  Owen  of  the  health  visiting  staff  died  on  iith 
October,  Miss  Owen  had  given  16  years’  efficient  and  loyal  service 
to  the  department. 

Miss  M.  Ratcliffe,  also  a member  of  the  health  visiting  staff, 
retired  on  superannuation  after  22  years’  service,  on  the  31st 
October.  Miss  Ratcliffe’s  services  were  retained  on  a part-time 
sessional  basis  to  assist  us  during  the  shortage  of  staff. 

Miss  K.  L.  Houlton  was  appointed  Deputy  Superintendent 
Health  Visitor  on  ist  March. 

During  the  year  2 sanitary  inspectors,  10  health  visitors,  1 
municipal  midwife,  2 day  nursery  matrons,  2 occupation  centre 
staff,  28  district  home  nurses,  and  i tuberculosis  visitor  left  the 
service  of  the  department,  and  1 sanitary  inspector,  3 health 
visitors,  i municipal  midwife,  2 day  nursery  matrons,  4 occupation 
centre  staff,  25  district  home  nurses,  i tuberculosis  visitor  and  i 
blind  ho-me  teacher  were  appointed. 

A number  of  changes  took  place  in  the  clerical  staff ; two  of 
the  clerks  were  called  up  for  national  service  and  one  returned 
after  completing  his  two  years’  service. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
Environmental  Health  Services 

R.  WILLIAMS,  D.P.A.,  F.R.San.L,  F.S.LA. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  E.  A.  Johnson. 

Senior  Meat  Inspector,  C.  Ash,  L.  Vivian  (from  Oct.,  1952). 

Senior  Food  Inspector,  H.  Ellis. 

Senior  Factories  Inspector,  T.  E.  Willmott. 

Comments  on  the  following  departmental  activities  : — 

1.  Administration. 

2.  General  Sanitation. 

3.  Housing,  including  caravans. 

4.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

5.  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Aiaterials  Act,  1951. 

6.  Meat,  Milk  and  Other  Food. 

7.  Clean  Food  Campaign. 

8.  .Vtmospheric  Pollution. 

9.  Factories  Inspection. 

10.  Noise. 

11.  Rodent  Destruction. 

ADMINISTRATION 

This  year  saw  a significant  fall  in  the  number  of  complaints 
made  to  the  department.  Last  year  they  numbered  6,338  and  the 
total  for  the  current  year  is  4,886  showing  over  20  per  cent, 
decrease.  It  is  thought  that  the  latter  figure  reflects  the  improved 
effect  in  obtaining  abatement  of  nuisances,  although  there  are, 
no  doubt,  other  factors  involved. 

The  supervision  of  the  work  involved  by  the  notices  served 
necessitated  some  45,8r25  visits  by  the  inspectorate,  and  the  small 
number  of  outstanding  cases,  namely  12,  is  an  indication  not  only 
of  the  effectiveness  of  the  department’s  efforts,  but  also  the 
relationship  that  exists  between  the  various  parties  concerned. 

Clerical  Work. 

In  a section  such  as  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s,  which  is 
responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  very  nearly  one  hundred  Acts 
of  Parliament  and  very  large  numbers  of  Statutory  Rules  and 
Orders,  in  addition  to  private  .'\cts,  it  is  essential  that  the  clerical 
work  should  be  done  in  step  with  the  operations  of  the  inspectorate 
in  the  field.  Some  idea  of  the  size  of  this  clerical  work  may  be 
gauged  from  the  fact  that  in  this  year  we  received  some  10,000 
items  of  mail  and  our  outgoing  post  was  almost  8,000  postal 
packets. 

In  addition,  there  were,  of  course,  records  to  be  kept  for 
some  5,000  cases  together  with  the  150  registers,  licences  and 
similar  documents  which  the  department  has  to  maintain.  The 
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reorganisation  of  the  clerical  arrangements  has  enabled  the 
department  to  carry  on  with  most  of  the  urgent  work  despite  the 
fact  that  we  have  been  under-staffed  on  the  inspectorate  side 
throughout  the  last  two  years.  Urgent  environmental  health 
matters  will  necessitate  a full  complement  of  sanitary  inspectors 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  achieved  in  the  near  future,  other- 
wise maintenance  of  the  full  service  provided  by  this  Section  will 
be  endangered. 

Health  Education. 

The  spyectacular  improvement  in  the  environmental  conditions 
in  this  country  over  the  last  fifty  years  owes  much  to  the  work  of 
Local  .Authorities’  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Today  there  is  a current 
belief  that  the  emphasis  on  sanitation  in  its  broadest  sense  must 
pass  from  “things”  to  “people”.  In  other  words  premises, 
whether  dwelling  house,  shop,  school,  factory  or  cineima  should 
occupy  less'  of  the  time  of  the  public  health  team  whereas  the 
personal  behaviour  and  attitude  of  p>ersons  should  receive  greater 
attention.  There  is  a great  deal  of  evidence  to  support  a continuous 
and  increasing  emphasis  on  what  might  be  termed  “Health 
Education”. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  true  to  say  that  Health  Education  will 
thrive  more  rapidly  in  a community  where  the  “building”  side 
of  environmental  health  is  of  a reasonable  standard.  Good  results 
from  Health  Education  cannot  be  expected  if  the  school  child  is 
poorly  housed,  taught  in  obsolete  and  often  insanitary  schools, 
and  then  goes  on  to  work  in  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  offices, 
factories  or  shops. 

W'hen  the  claims  of  Health  Education  are  pressed  many 
sanitarians  or  health  inspectors  point  out  that  their  daily  round 
is  so  full  of  complaints  which  require  immediate  attention  that 
there  is  no  time  for  Health  Education.  While  this  may  be  the 
case  in  many,  if  not  most.  Health  Departments  every  effort  will 
have  to  be  made  now,  and  in  the  future  to  carry  out  Health 
Education  in  all  the  various  ways  open  to  sanitary  inspectors.  It 
has  been  well  said  that  Health  Education  must  not  be  regarded 
as  a cheap  substitute  for  proper  health  services,  but  as  one  of  the 
most  important  details  in  making  them  effective. 

The  immediate  main  future  tasks  appear  to  be  housing ; survey 
of  office  conditions ; measures  for  the  prevention  of  atmospheric 
p<jllution ; food  hygiene;  and  extended  use  of  Health  Education. 
Obviously  there  are  a thousand  and  one  other  public  health 
problems  which  have  to  be  tackled,  but  the  objectives  enumerated 
should  be  in  the  forefront  of  our  drive  towards  better  conditions. 

New  Legislation  Operative  During  the  Year. 

1.  Pet  .Animals  -Act,  1951- 

2.  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations,  1952. 

3.  Public  Health  (Meat)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1952^. 

4.  Food  (Meat),  The  Meat  Products  (No.  2)  Order,  1952. 
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5-  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Amendment)  Order,  1952. 
b.  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  (Amendment) 
Regulations,  1952. 

7.  Food  Labelling-  (Labelling-  of  Food)  (Amendment)  Order, 

1952- 

8.  Defence,  Sale  of  Food,  Regulation  2,  Public  Health 
(Aircraft)  Regulations,  1952. 

9.  Meat  Products  (Amendment)  Order,  1952. 

10.  Mineral  Oil  in  Food  (Amendment)  Order,  1952. 

11.  Food  Standards  (Suet)  Order,  1952. 

12.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order, 
1952. 

i-^.  Food  Standards  (Coffee  Mixtures)  Order,  1952; 
and,  of  course,  the  amendment  of  the  guide  to  meat  inspectors, 
now  cited  as  Memo  3/ Meat. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


That  portion  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  connected 
with  nuisances  in  and  around  dwellings  and  with  property  improve- 
ments can  best  be  set  out  in  tabular  form.  The  figures  in  relation 
to  these  matters  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Drainage  and  Pavement. 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction 

Drains  provided  with  efficient  traps  

New  Drains,  inspection  and  intercepting-  chambers 
provided 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  

Soil  pipes  and  ventilating-  shafts  improved  or  repaired 
Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  from  the  sewer 
Courts  and  back  yards  paved  and  repaired 
Sink  drains  disconnected  from  the  sewer 


Dec.  Dec. 

1951  1952 

1407  Q77 

46  IcS 

Q7  54 

163  1 13 

70  15 

I 5 

42  12 

12  8 


Dwellings. 

Floors  of  dwellings  relaid  or  repaired 
Dilapidated  walls  and  ceilings  repaired 
Damp  walls — Damp  courses  inserted  ... 

Repointed  or  cement  rendered 
Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof 

Dangerous  stairs  repaired  

.A.dditional  windows  provided  and  others  repaired  and 
made  to  open  ...  ... 

Defective  guttering  repaired  

Houses  provided  with  food  stores  

Existing  pantries  provided  with  external  ventilation 
Sculleries  provided  or  reconstructed  or  enlarged 
Wash  houses  provided 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others  repaired 

New  sinks  provided  

Foul  cellars  cleansed  and  defects  in  drains  remedied 
Houses  limewashed  and  cleansed 

Houses  cleansed  after  infectious  disease  

Verminous  houses  and  furniture  disinfested 


252  257 

597  506 

13  23 

206  126 

468  390 

23  29 

367  336 

389  390 


3 3 

I — 

— 27 

52  13 

— 3 

7 7 

— I 

180  221 


Water  Closets  and  Urinals. 

.Additional  water  closets  provided 
Water  closets  reconstructed 


25  29 

13  16 
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Water  closets  repaired  and  linievvashed  

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals 
Water  closet  pans  replaced  with  pedestals 
Defective  joints  in  Hush  pipes  repaired 
Foul  water  closet  basins  and  traps  cleansed 
Defective  water  closet  cisterns  repaired 

New  flushingr  cisterns  provided  ; 

Urinals  cleansed  and  reconstructed 

Urinals  abolished  ...  ...  ...  i...  ... 

Privies,  Cesspools,  Ashpits  and  Dustbins. 
Cesspools  abolished 

Offensive  privies  or  pail  closets  converted  into  water 
closets 

Offensive  privies  or  pail  closets  abolished  ,.. 

.\ew  water  closets  erected  in  place  of  above  ... 
Offensive  ashpits  abolished 
Sanitary  dustbins  provided  in  place  of  above 
Other  houses  provided  with  sanitary  dustbins 

Various. 

.Nuisances  from  animals  kept,  abated  

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

Courts  and  back  yards  cleansed  by  tenants 

Gipsy  tents  and  caravans  removed 
Dairies  reconstructed  or  improved 

Water  supply — additional  taps  provided  

Polluted  wells  dispensed  with 
Town  water  supplied  in  place  of  well  water 
Offensive  ditches  cleansed 
Miscellaneous 

Improvements  effected  at  factories 
Improvements  effected  at  shops  and  food  premises 


Dec. 

Dec. 

1951 

1952 

35 

46 

181 

1 14 

— 

22 

92 

84 

12 

>4 

202 

159 

81 

70 

2 

1 

6 

3 

31 

17 

14 

8 

14 

8 

184 

35 

12 

41 

122 

91 

17 

14 

98 

74 

12 

5 

38 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

14 

757 

585 

208 

164 

497 

413 

7161 

55GS 

Summary  of  Inspeotors’  Work 

IN  GOSNEGTIOS  WITH  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  NUISANGES  FOR  THh  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 


Summary  of  other  Miscellaneous  Work 

FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 
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ABOLITION  OF  CESSPOOLS:  DRAINAGE 

The  extension  of  the  Woodway  Lane  branch  sewer  through 
the  Lentons  Lane  area  has  enabled  further  progress  to  be  made 
in,  the  major  sanitary  improvement  which  is  being  achieved  in  this 
part  of  the  city.  A large  proportion  of  the  property  owners  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  sewerage  facilities  now  available.  The 
co-operation  experienced  in  this  connection  is  worthy  of  acknow- 
ledgment and  shows  a clear  indication  of  the  long  felt  need  for 
the  improvements  in  hygiene  and  sanitation  which  have  taken 
place. 

SANITARY  PROVISION  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  estimated  number  of  sanitary  conveniences,  cesspools 
and  ashpits  existing  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  shown  l>elow  : — 


Dec.,  Dec., 

1951.  1952. 

-\o.  of  water  closets  in  houses,  institutions, 


schools,  factories,  etc.  ... 

96,525 

98,859 

No. 

of  privy  closets 
of  pail  closets 

86 

82 

No. 

348 

324 

No. 

of  ashpits  ... 

20 

20 

No. 

of  cesspools  ... 

355 

352 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  are  carried  out  under  the 
direction  of  the  City  Engineer.  Most  of  the  refuse  is  disposed  of 
by  controlled  tipping,  the  remainder  being  destroyed  by  incinera- 
tion at  the  city’s  refuse  destructor. 

The  quantity  of  refuse  collected  during  the  year  was  68,857 
tons;  of  this  quantity  21,944  tons  was  destroyed  by  incineration 
and  46,913  tons  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

An  important  sanitary  improvement  was  achieved  in  the 
Walsgrave  and  Hawkesbury  districts  by  the  conversion  of  eighteen 
pail  closets  into  water  closets  connected  with  the  new  branch 
sewer;  in  addition  to  these  conversions  six  pail  closets  and  three 
cesspools  were  also  abolished. 

DUST  BINS 

The  Inspectorate  has  offered  much  advice  to  householders 
throughout  the  year  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  dustbins. 
Many  owners  and  occupiers  were  interviewed-  concerning  the 
perennial  question  as  to  “who  should  provide  the  dustbin’’.  Some 
satisfaction  was  achieved  through  their  mutual  co-operation  in 
jointly  sharing  the  cost  whenever  it  could  be  arranged,  .\fter  the 
full  scale  efforts  which  were  directed  towards  finding  a solution 
to  this  problem  in  1951,  involving  much  time  and  thought,  both 
in  Committee  and  interdepartmental  conferences,  besides  the 
hearing  of  four  appeals  by  owners  in  the  City  Magistrates’  Court, 
the  question  virtually  remains  unanswered. 

It  is  as  well  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  important  public  health 
aspect  of  the  problem  which  unavoidably  arises  out  of  the 
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indefinite  terms  of  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  So 
long  as  the  onus  of  responsibility  for  providing  bins  is  left  un- 
clarified the  menace  frqm  refuse  deposited  in  back  yards  and 
dumped  indiscriminately  on  vacant  land  throughout  the  city  will 
not  diminish. 

The  possibility  of  extending  the  replacement  of  dustbins  to 
all  dwelling  houses  in  the  city  in  the  same  way  as  bins  are 
provided  to  Corporation  owned  properties  is  still  under 
consideration. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

.^.ttention  was  given  to  221  dwelling  houses  for  the  destruction 
of  vermin.  Activities  were  directed  chiefly  to  disinfestation  against 
the  bed  bug  which  is  still  the  most  troublesome  pest  in  occupied 
dwellings.  The  insecticides  used  by  the  Department  contain 
D.D.T.  and  Gammexane  in  liquid  form  or  generated  as  a residual 
smoke.  .All  cases  discovered  or  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  staff  are  speedily  dealt  with  and  every  care 
is  taken  to  ensure  that  disinfestation  is  effective  and  complete. 

Many  instances  of  bug  infestation  can  be  attributed  to  the 
introduction  of  second-hand  furniture  and  bedding  harbouring  the 
pHjst,  into  otherwise  bug  free  dwelling  houses.  A provision  of 
the  Coventry  Corporation  .Act,  1948,  which  makes  it  an  offence 
to  sell  such  furniture,  etc.,  has  had  a good  effect  in  this  direction. 
.A  greater  measure  of  protection  is  now  afforded  to  those  persons 
who  find  it  necessary  to  supplement  the  furnishing  of  their  homes 
by  recourse  to  the  second-hand  dealer. 

PIG-KEEPING 

Pig-keeping  in  back  gardens  and  allotment  gardens  was 
found  to  be  less  extensive  in  the  City  during  the  year.  Private  pig 
clubs  are  still  popular  amongst  the  more  agriculturally-minded 
section  of  the  community  although  these  also  have  shown  a 
decrease  on  former  years.  In  the  right  place  and  kept  under 
proper  sanitary  conditions  the  domestic  pig  makes  an  important 
contribution  to  the  country’s  food  supply.  However,  the  extent 
of  the  practice  depends  partly  upon  the  availability  of  suitable 
and  suliicient  feeding  stuff  and  no  doubt  the  difficulties  in  this 
direction  have  influenced  the  keeping  of  pigs  by  the  cottager. 

The  number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  from 
persons  proposing  to  keep  pigs  in  private  or  allotment  gardens 
was  the  same  as  the  previous  year,  i.e.,  four  as  compared  with 
nine  applications  in  1950  and  forty-two  applications  in  1949.  Three 
applications  were  approved.  The  number  of  cottagers’  pigs 
slaughtered  was  843  as  compared  with  959  in  the  previous  year 
and  2,013  '949-  Every  encouragement  is  given  to  pig-keepers 

to  take  advantage  of  the  up-to-date  facilities  for  pig-killing  which 
are  available  at  the  public  abattoir. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  pig-keepers’  premises  made  by 
the  inspectorial  staff  was  334.  Applications  for  pig-keeping  are 
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decided  on  merit,  attention  being'  given  to  locality,  avoidance  of 
nuisance  and  hygienic  standards.  A g-reater  measure  of  control 
can  be  exercised  over  these  premises  now  that  Defence  Regulations 
62  {b)  is  revoked.  Whatever  the  merits  of  pig-keeping  the  public 
health  aspect  is  of  vital  importance  in  an  urban  area. 

HOUSING 

In  conjunction  with  the  city’s  drive  towards  satisfying  the 
local  demand  for  new  houses  the  sanitary  inspectors’  section  has 
made  every  effort  to  conserve  existing-  housing  resources  as  far  as 
possible.  The  retention  of  dilapidated  and  unfit  slum  dwellings 
through  the  prevailing  housing  shortage  has  created  manv 
dilliculties  in  the  improvement  of  living  conditions.  Many  families 
are  subject  to  much  domestic  hardship  due  to  living  in  houses 
which  have  long  passed  their  usefulness.  Only  essential  repairs 
are  possible  with  this  class  of  property  as  a means  of  keeping 
them  tenable  until  the  day  when  the  appropriate  Housing  .Act 
sections  can  be  fully  operated. 

The  maintenance  and  improvement  of  habitable  dwelling 
houses  through  the  powers  contained  in  the  Public  Health  .Act, 
1936,  was  concentrated  upon  throughout  the  year.  In  this 
connection  4,894  repairs  and  improvements  were  effected,  but 
while  this  work  has  eased  the  discomfort  of  many  and  abated 
nuisances  which  were  a source  of  trouble  to  others,  the  most 
cheerful  feature  in  housing  problems  is  that  at  long  last  the 
Council  is  in  a position  to  consider  the  re-start  of  clearance  area 


schemes  in  the  immediate  future. 

REHOUSING 

Xumber  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  ist  January,  1952  9).593 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  31st  December,  1952  10,863 

Number  of  families  housed  by  the  end  of  the  year  1952  lo.li 

Number  of  applications  for  Corporation  houses  made 

during  the  year  1952  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 2,808 

Number  of  applications  for  building  licences  ...  ...  HiQ? 

Number  of  building  licences  granted  for  private  house 

building  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  240 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Corporation  during  1952  ' v>93 

xNumber  of  houses  voluntarily  closed  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  families  rehoused  as  a result  of  representa- 
tions by  the  Health  Department  ...  ...  ...  85 


Number  of  cases  in  Categorv  “.A”  (First  Priority)  rehoused  132 
Number  of  cases  in  Category  “B”  (Second  Priority)  rehoused  609 
Number  of  cases  in  Categorv  “C”  (Third  Priority)  rehoused  363 
.Number  of  cases  in  Category  “D”  (Fourth  Priority)  rehoused  45 
Number  of  cases  transferred  from  Hostels  ...  ...  . ...  202 
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CARAVANS,  FAIRS  AND  CAMPING  SITES 

A major  sanitary  improvement  was  achieved  during  the  year 
in  bring-ing^  to  an  end  the  unauthorised  occupation  of  two  central 
sites  by  caravans.  .A  real  public  health  hazard  existed  while  these 
sites  were  occupied  and  their  unsightly  spread  had  caused  them 
to  be  referred  to  as  “the  shanty  town  in  the  shadow  of  the 
Cathedral’’.  The  department’s  efforts  to  bring  about  the  clearance 
of  these  sites  covered  some  eighteen  months’  continuous  pressure. 
P'rom  the  larger  of  the  two  sites  a total  of  79  caravans,  tents  and 
converted  anotor  buses  were  removed  with  the  full  co-operation 
of  the  land  owners  in  conjunction  with  the  inspectorial  staff. 
Magisterial  proceedings  \vere  instituted  in  connection  with  the 
smaller  site  from  which  twelve  caravans  and  converted  motor 
buses  were  removed  after  a daily  penalty  had  been  imposed.  The 
insanitary  conditions  associated  with  these  sites  were  therefore 
effectively  terminated. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  this  country  some  300,000  people  did 
last  winter  live  in  some  100,000  caravans,  and  the  problem  of 
remedying  such  conditions  is  a very  real  one.  The  constant 
demand  for  housing  accommodation  has  brought  into  use  an 
increasing  number  of  caravans  for  living  purposes.  The  trend 
towards  the  planned,  well-equipped  site  is  gradually  disposing  of 
the  haphazard  parking  of  vans  on  unauthorised  land  without 
sanitation,  drainage  and  adequate  water  supply. 

Criticisms  have  been  made  regarding  the  action  of  local 
councils  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  caravan  sites,  and 
it  is  alleged  that  the  blame  for  these  slums  on  wheels  really  rests 
with  local  authorities  insofar  as  they  have  powers  under  the  Public 
Health  .Act,  1936,  to  insist  on  decent  conditions.  It  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  when  a licence  is  granted  for  a caravan  site 
that  the  conditions  should  be  satisfactory  bi  every  respect.  For 
this  reason  it  is  imperative  that  sites  controlled  by  the  local 
authority  should  be  of  a higher  standard  than  minimal  require- 
ments, and  indeed  be  model  sites  in  every  way.  It  is  therefore 
J^uggested  that  the  conditions  existing  upon  any  Corporation 
owned  and  managed  site  will  be  the  optimum  which  can  be  required 
of  any  owner.  In  some  local  authority  areas  the  number  of 
caravans  per  acre  is  far  in  excess  of  the  reco-mmended  maximum 
figure  of  25  and  the  intervening  spaces  are  at  times  down  to  10 
feet  instead  of  the  minimum  standard  of  20  feel.  In  Coventry  the 
standards  of  the  National  Caravan  Council  and  those  of  various 
organisations  have  been  considered  before  our  requirements  were 
laid  down.  While  not  supporting  the  use  of  caravans  as  permanent 
dwellings  it  should  be  recognised  that  caravan  sites  can  and 
should  be  made  as  pleasant  as  housing  sites. 

Licences  were  granted  under  Section  269  (i)  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  {jermitting  the  establishment  of  four  sites.  Two 
of  these  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  227  caravans. 
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By  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council’s  approved  scheme  for 
pru\iding  a properly  planned  site  lor  moveable  dwelling's  was 
well  on  the  way  to  completion.  It  is  anticipated  thal  many  of  the 
faimil'ies  who  have  had  to  resort  to  this  mode  of  life  while  the 
housing  shortage  remains  acute  vvill  he  adequately  accommodated 
on  this  site.  The  Council’s  scheme  will  also  contribute  materially 
towards  the  Health  Committee’s  efforts  to  bring  to  an  end  the 
insanitary  conditions  associated  with  unauthorised  caravan  sites. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THEATRES,  CINEMAS  AND 

MUSIC  HALLS 

The  nineteen  cinemas  and  one  theatre  in  the  city  were 
inspected  on  thirty-four  occasions  during  the  year.  The  sanitary 
condition  was  generally  satisfactory.  Minor  defects  in  connection 
with  sanitary  conveniences  provided  for  the  patrons  were  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  proprietors  in  some  instances.  .A  good 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained. 

The  method  of  ventilation  adopted  in  these  places  of  entertain- 
ment is  either  by  exhaust  fans  or  the  Plenum  system.  In  the 
dual  system  the  air  is  washed  and  the  temperature  of  the  clean 
air  controlled  as  it  passes  into  the  buildings.  Satisfactory  progress 
was  made  in  improving  the  standard  of  sanitary  conveniences 
proportionate  to  the  seating  capacity  in  accordance  with  present 
day  requirements. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  helpful  co-operation  of 
the  managements  who  willingly  support  proposals  put  forward  by 
the  department  to  improve  hygienic  standards  in  the  interests  of 
public  health. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  City  under  the 
control  of  the  Salvation  Army.  It  is  well  conducted  and  maintained 
in  a clean  condition.  Accommodation  is  provided  for  275  lodgers 
and  the  nightly  average  of  men  seeking  lodgings  during  the  year 
was  in  excess  of  200.  Supervision  was  satisfactory  and  no  con- 
travention of  the  byelaws  was  observed. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

No.  on  Register  January  and  December,  1952  ... 

No.  of  visits  during  the  year 

.No.  of  contraventions  observed 

Fish  Friers. 

No.  on  Register  January  and  December,  1952  • 

.No.  of  visits  during  the  year 

No.  of  contraventions  observed 


9 

9 

Nil 


99 

84 

Nil 
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Ottensive  Trades. 

Tripe  Boilers  ... 

Hide  and  Skin  Dealers 
Ray  and  Bone  Dealers 
Ciiit  Scrapers  ... 

Tallow  Melters 
Bone  Boilers  ... 


3 

2 

3 

I 

I 

I 


The  hide  and  skin  dealers  are  located  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
where  tripe  boiling-  is  also  carried  on.  During-  the  year  266 
inspections  were  made  of  the  above  premises.  .\  reasonable 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained. 


FOOD  HAWKERS’  LICENCES 
COVENTRY  CORPORATION  ACT,  1948 

Section  56 

The  above  .Act  provides  for'  the  registration  of  all  persons 
keeping  open  shop  who  sell,  offer  or  expose  for  sale  any  food 
from  any  cart,  barrow  or  other  vehicle  or  from  any  basket,  pail, 
tray  or  other  receptacle.  The  premises  used  as  storage  accom- 
modation for  any  food  intended  for  sale  from  such  vehicles  'jr 
receptacles  are  also  required  to  be  registered. 

On  receipt  of  applications  for  registration  of  premises  an 
inspection  is  made  and  it  is  required  that  the  conditions  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  Section  13,  Food  and  Drugs  -Act,  iqtS 
and  the  .Model  P'ood  Byelaws.  In  seven  instances  it  was  necessary 
to  request  the  applicant  to  carry  out  certain  works  before  registra- 
tion was  granted.  These  works  included  three  new  roof  coverings 
to  vehicles,  provision  of  two  new  vehicles,  one  new  floor  tio  food 
premises  and  the  cleansing  and  painting  of  the  inside  of  a van. 

During  the  year  ten  persons  were  registered  as  food  hawkers 
and  in  seven  instances  the  premises  were  also  registered. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

On  the  ist  of  April,  1952,  the  Pet  .Animals  Act  came  into 
force.  This  .Act  is  designed  to  regulate  the  sale  of  pet  animals, 
and  contains  provisions  intended  to  control  those  premises  from 
which  pets  are  sold  to  the  general  public.  Power  is  given  to  the 
local  authorit)'  to  grant  licences  to  persons  to  keep  pet  shops  at 
such  premises  in  their  area  as  may  be  specified  and  approved. 
From  the  date  of  the  operation  of  the  .Act  it  is  unlawful  for  any 
person  to  keep  a pet  shop  except  under  the  authority  of  a licence. 
Fvery  licence  so  granted  is  required  to  specify  such  conditions  as 
appear  to  be  ncH'cssarv  or  expedient  in  each  particular  case  for 
securing  that  : — 

(a)  .Animals  will  at  all  times  be  kept  in  accommodation 
suitable  as  regards  size,  temperature,  lighting-, 
ventilation  and  cleanliness. 
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{b)  Animals  will  be  adequately  supplied  with  suitable  food 
and  drink  and  (so  far  as  necessary)  visited  at  suitable 
intervals. 

(c)  Animals  being  mammals  will  not  be  sold  at  too  early 
an  age. 

{d)  All  reasonable  precautions  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  among  animals  of  infectious  disease. 

(e)  .Appropriate  steps  will  be  taken  in  case  of  fire  or  other 
emergency. 

The  Health  Committee  after  due  consideration  agreed  that  the 
objectives  mentioned  could  be  secured  if  the  following  conditions 
(abridged)  were  stipulated. 

1 . No  animals  shall  be  displayed  in  any  receptacle  which 
is  in  such  a position  as  to  expose  it  to  interference  or 
annoyance  by  persons  or  animals. 

2.  Animals  shall  at  all  times  be  kept  in  hygienic  and  suitably 
approved  accommodation. 

3.  .Animals  shall  be  adequately  supplied  with  suitable  food 
and  drink  and  (so  far  as  necessary)  visited  at  suitable 
intervals. 

4.  Animals  and  stock  shall  not  be  placed  or  kept  in  or 
outside  the  shop  so  as  to  render  ingress  or  egress  difficult 
in  case  of  fire  or  other  emergency. 

5.  Licensee  shall  ensure  that  a responsible  person  shall  at 
all  times  be  in  or  within  a reasonable  distance  from  the 
promises  to  warn  and  take  other  necessary  steps  in  the 
event  of  fire  or  other  emergency.  In  the  case  of  lock-up 
preimises  outside  business  hours  the  licensee  shall  appoint 
a responsible  person  living  within  a reasonable  distance 
of  the  premises  to  have  custody  of  the  key.  The  name 
and  address  of  such  person  shall  be  clearly  displayed  on 
the  front  door  or  windows  of  the  premises  and  be  notified 
to  the  local  fire  brigade.  A supply  of  water  and  sand 
and/or  an  etficient  fire  extinguisher  must  always  be  avail- 
able on  the  premises. 

6.  No  animal  which  is  suffering  or  could  reasonably  be 
suspected  of  having  come  into  contact  with  any  other 
animals  suffering  from  any  infectious  disease  shall  be 
brought  or  kept  on  the  premises  unless  it  is  properly 
isolated  from  the  other  animals  therein. 

7.  .Animals  shall  not  be  handed  to  customers  in  unsuitable 
containers. 

8.  No  mammal  shall  be  sold  unweaned,  or  if  weaned,  at  an 
age  at  which  it  should  not  have  been  weaned. 

g.  Where  animals  are  kept  in  receptacles  placed  on  top  of 
other  such  receptacles,  effective  means  shall  be  provided 
for  preventing  water,  food  or  other  droppings  falling  on 
to  or  contaminating  the  animals  or  surroundings  under- 
neath. 
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These  conditions  necessitated  a thorough  examination  of  all 
premises  for  which  an  application  was  received,  and  the  provisions 
liave  now  been  strictly  enforced. 

Each  licence  granted  operates  for  one  year  upon  payment 
of  a fee  not  exceeding  ten  shillings.  The  eighteen  licences  issued 
during  the  period  under  review  were  granted  subject  to  all  the 
conditions  attached  to  the  licence  being  observed. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

The  purpose  of  this  .Act  is  to  secure  the  use  of  clean  filling 
materials  in  the  upholstery  and  allied  trades.  Regulations  made 
under  the  .Act  prescribe  the  standards  of  cleanliness  to  which  the 
various  materials  must  conform.  These  standards  are  those  laid 
down  by  the  British  Standards  Institution. 

It  would  appear  that  the  .Act  has  achieved  its  object  as  nowa- 
days it  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  to  find  filling  materials 
which  have  not  been  manufactured  under  licence  as  complying  with 
the  standard  of  cleanliness  laid  down  by  the  British  Standards 
Institution. 

No  manufacture  of  filling  materials  takes  place  in  Coventry. 
It  is,  however,  the  practice  of  wholesalers  and  users  to  buy  the 
materials  under  warranty  as  complying  with  the  required'  standard 
of  purity. 

Two  licences  have  been  issued  pursuant  to  the  provision  of 
Section  7 of  the  .Act  authorising  persons  to  store  rag  flock  on 
their  premises  and  twenty-one  premises  have  been  registered 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  2. 

Five  samples  of  filling  materials,  namely  rag  flock,  hair,  coir 
fibre,  unused  grey  millpuff  and  jute  wadding  were  submitted  to  a 
prescribed  .Analyst  for  examination.  .All  were  certified  as  com- 
plying with  the  standards  of  cleanliness  required  by  the  above 
mentioned  Regulations. 

REFERENCES  TO  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS 

It  is  gratifying  to  place  on  record  the  cordial  relations  which 
exist  between  the  various  departments  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Section  in  connection  with  the  many  and  varied  references 
necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  sanitary  services. 
.A  total  of  1,003  references  were  made  during  the  year,  to  the 
City  Engineer,  Water  Engineer,  Housing,  Parks  and  Education 
Departments  and  the  City  .Architect.  The  matters  referred  were 
in  relation  to  dangerous  and  unauthorised  buildings,  wastage  of 
water,  removal  of  refuse,  clearing  of  obstructed  sewers  and 
combined  drains  and  defects  in  Corporation-owned  houses. 

In  addition  to  the  above  3,701  searches  were  made  in  respect 
to  properties  for  the  Town  Clerk’s  Department  under  the  Land 
Charges  .Act,  1925. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 
Public  Abattoir. 

A3  in  1951  the  yearly  increase  in  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir  continued  and  this  year  the 
total  reached  was  the  highest  attained  since  the  opening  of  the 
abattoir  in  1933.  The  kill  was  distributed  more  evenly  over  the 
twelve  months  than  was  the  case  in  other  post  war  years  but 
attention  must  again  be  drawn  to  its  (the  abattoirs)  over-use  by  the 
Ministry,  of  Food during'the “peak kill”  period  of  July  to  November. 
The  increased  through-put  duringthese  months  has  a resulting  adverse 
effect  on  slaughterhouse  hygiene  and  a lowering  of  the  quality  of 
dressing  carcases.  .A.  vigorous  national  policy  for  increased 
slaughtering  facilities  is  still  awaited  and  although  some  effort  has 
been  made  in  this  direction  by  the  construction  of  factory-type 
abattoirs  in  places  such  as  (luildford,  Farcham  and  Grimsby  the 
existing  policy  of  over  concentrating  the  kill  at  centralised 
slaughterhouses  is  causing  much  concern  to  all  local  authority 
ollicers  engaged  in  meat  inspection.  In  present  circumstances 
and  under  the  existing  administration  hygienic  conditions  and  a 
high  standard  of  dressing  meat  seems  to  be  secondary  in 
importance  to  greater  output.  Further,  it  would  appear  that  the 
introduction  of  payment  to  slaughtermen  by  head-rate  has  also 
coincided  with  a general  lowering  of  hygienic  and  dressing 
standards. 

The  introduction  of  Memo/3  Meat  early  in  1953  may  go  some 
way  to  realising  the  wishes  of  sanitary  oITicers  regarding  future 
improvements  but  until  full  control  is  returned  to  the  local 
authorities  and  their  officers,  the  feeling  of  negation  will  still 
prevail  in  the  minds  of  public  health  officers. 

Another  unsatisfactory  outcome  of  peak-kill  concentration  is 
that  officers  engaged  in  meat  inspection  have  to  work  many  hours 
of  overtime  to  keep  pace  with  the  inspections  necessary  before 
the  release  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  to  the  distributors  and  the 
consequent  disorganisation  caused  through  the  adjustment  of 
working  hours,  etc.,  is  an  obstacle  to  the  smooth  working  of  the 
inspection  service. 

Animal  Health. 

Tuberculosis  infections  in  cows  remained  at  much  the  same 
figure  as  in  1951  but  there  was  a welcome  drop  of  some  3%  in 
similar  infections  in  cattle  other  than  cows.  Two  main  factors 
may  well  be  the  increase  in  the  attestation  policy  in  areas  from 
which  these  animals  are  sent  in  for  slaughter,  and  an  increased 
kill  of  younger  animals. 

Tuberculosis  in  pigs  and  calves  show  no  significant  changes. 

Diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  increased  in  cows  and  pigs 
but  there  was  a marked  decline  in  similar  figures  for  clean  (this  is 
a term  used  to  denote  cattle  which  have  not  calved)  cattle  and 
sheep.  Try  cows,  the  rise  is  mainly  attributed  to  an  increased 
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killing;  of  manufacturing  quality  animals  culled  from  dairy  herds 
during  autumn.  The  introduction  of  a Cow  M Grade  has  been 
responsible  for  a large  number  of  these  “culls”  being  sent  to 
slaughterhouses  and  as  will  be  noticed  from  the  statistics  given 
in  this  report  the  number  of  cows  rejected  for  emaciation  rose 
from  fifty-six  in  1951  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  this  year  , 
and  this  with  a reduced  annual  kill  of  nearly  2,000  cows.  The 
introduction  of  this  grade  meant  too  that  many  cattle  which  came 
in  for  slaughter  at  “owners  risk”  were  now  graded  and  loss  due 
to  rejection  was  being  borne  by  the  'Ministry.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  lesson  has  been  learned  and  that  there  will  be  a return 
to  the  older  scheme  for  “rejects”. 

In  pigs  there  was  a large  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Swine 
Fever  in  surrounding  districts  and  fifteen  separate  cases  were 
confirmed  in  animals  slaughtered  at  the  abattoir.  These  influenced 
the  “other  disease”  incidence  for  pigs  in  that  a large  number  of 
“contact”  pigs  were  slaughtered  during  the  year,  and  in  which 
pneumonia  and  enteritis  are  quite  common  conditions.  Pigs  found 
to  be  affected  with  .Swine  Fever  are  burned  at  the  Corporation’s 
incinerator  and  the  necessary  precautions  and  disinfections  are 
always  carried  out. 

The  continued  use  of  unsuitable  swills  is  reflected  in  the  large 
number  of  pig  livers  rejected  for  cirrhotic  conditions. 

Figures  for  other  diseases  in  clean  cattle  and  sheep  show  a 
decline  and  this  is  almost  entirely  due  to  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  animals  killed  from  districts  where  parasitic  conditions 
are  so  commonly  encountered. 

Increased  mechanisation  on  farms  and  the  increasing  use  of 
baling  wire  are  perhaps  the  cause  of  so  many  abscess  conditions 
of  the  alimentary  tract  and  traumatic  peritonitis  in  cattle  by  the 
swallowing  of  nails,  wire,  etc.,  and  the  consequent  penetration 
of  the  animals’  stomach  by  such  objects. 


102 


GRAPH  SHOWING  THE  RATE  OF  INCREASE 

IN  THE  NUMBER  OF  ANIMALS 
SLAUGHTERED  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 
DURING  THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


1948.  1949.  1950.  1951.  1953 
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Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

Fifteen  cases  of  Swine  Fever  were  confirmed  during  the  year 
and  a large  number  of  contact  pigs  were  slaughtered.  There  is  a 
close  and  friendly  co-operation  existing  between  the  meat 
inspectors  and  practising  veterinary  surgeons  and  in  connection 
with  Swine  Fever  this  liaison  has  been  of  major  importance  in 
tracing  many  of  the  cases  discovered  in  the  country  districts. 

The  widespread  outbreaks  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  which 
affected  the  whole  country  during  late  spring  had  its  effect  in  that 
contact  cases  from  nearby  outbreaks  which  were  slaughtered  in  the 
field  were  brought  to  the  depot  for  re-inspection  prior  to  distribu- 
tion. It  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  some  twenty  cattle  and 
many  calves  from  such  outbreaks  together  with  a substantial 
weight  of  offals. 

.\o  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  discovered  in  any  of  the 
animals  which  had  died  in  transit  or  in  the  lairages.  Post  mortem 
examinations  were  carried  out  in  all  cases  to  discover  the  cause 
of  death  and  in  cases  of  suspected  notifiable  diseases  blood 
S{>eci'mens  are  sent  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Tuberculosis  Orders. 

Six  of  the  ten  cases  slaughtered  under  the  provisions  of  these 
Orders  were  traced  as  a direct  result  of  the  discovery  of  positive 
milk  samples  taken  by  colleagues  in  our  neighbouring  districts 
and  their  follow  up  by  the  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  .Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  This  goes  to  emphasize  the  value  of  the  relation 
between  this  branch  of  public  health  work  and  the  eradication  of 
bovine  tuberculosis  and  the  consequent  improvement  and  safe- 
guarding of  a wholesome  milk  supply. 

Loss  of  market  tickets  on  calf  skins  still  continues  to  be  a 
serious  obstacle  to  tracing  individual  calves  found  to  be  affected 
with  congenital  tuberculosis.  V/herever  possible,  such  cases  are 
notified  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for 
subsequent  examination  of  dams  at  the  farm. 

Country-dressed  animals  and  inter-depot  transfers. 

Four  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  whole  or  part 
carcases  were  examined  during  the  year,  455  being  rejected.  Most 
of  these  originated  in  the  contacts  from  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 
outbreaks. 

Inter-depot  transfers  of  carcases  and  offals  are  all  check 
inspected  before  distribution  to  retailers,  although  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  condemn  any  large  amount.  Nearly  3,000  pig  heads 
were  imported  from  bacon  factories  in  the  Midlands  for  manu- 
facturing purposes  within  the  Coventry  allocation  areas. 

Throughout  the  year  quantities  of  rationed  meat  have  been 
exported  to  centres  such  as  London,  Bristol  and  .South  Wales  and 
manufacturing  quality  meat  has  been  sent  regularly  to  the  various 
Midland  pie  and  sausage  factories. 
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Imported  Meats. 

Some  4,928,410  lbs.  of  imported  meat  and  offal  were  pitched 
at  the  depot  during-  the  year,  of  which,  for  various  reasons,  1,219 
lbs.  were  rejected  as  bein.gf  unfit  for  human  consumption,  l^one- 
taint,  decomposition,  moulds  and  store  deg-eneration  were  the 
most  common  causes  for  rejection. 

Cysticercus  bovis. 

A decrease  of  nearly  100  cases  was  noticed  in  carcase  and 
offal  inspections  for  this  condition,  thereby  confirming  the  opinion 
that  the  degree  of  prevalence  is  on  the  wane.  Animals  of  the 
2-3-year-old  group  were  those  mostly  affected,  only  six  cases  being 
observed  in  cows.  The  theory  held  by  many  that  the  sudden 
appearance  of  the  disease  coincided  with  the  arrival  in  this 
country,  during  the  war,  of  persons  from  countries  with  primitive 
sanitation  and  who  harboured  the  tape  worm  in  their  intestinal 
tracts  seems  justified,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  a few  years 
hence  the  condition  will  once  more  become  a rare  occurrence. 

Only  in  one  case  was  it  necessary  to  reject  the  entire  carcase 
and  organs  due  to  generalisation  of  the  parasite  throughout  the 
musculature.  In  other  viable  cases,  the  unaffected  organs  and  the 
carcase  were  refrigerated  in  accordance  with  Ministry  recom- 
mendations before  release  for  human  consumption. 

Meat  Transport. 

Twelve  vans  are  employed  in  the  transport  of  meat  from  the 
depot  to  retail  butchers.  .-Ml  are  fitted  with  hanging  rails  so 
preventing  meat  being  laid  on  the  floor  during  transit.  Each  van 
carries  offals  in  its  turn,  i.e.,  one  week  in  everv  twelve.  The 
Bedworth  area  previously  supplied  from  Nuneaton  is  now  being 
supplied  from  Coventry.  .Ml  vans  used  in  the  transport  of  meat 
from  depot  to  retailer  comes  under  the  control  of  the  Meat 
Transport  Organisation  which  is  a branch  of  the  nationalised 
transport  service. 

Representations  to  vehicle  owners  have  usually  led  to  the 
necessary  work  of  improvement  being  carried  out  and  four  of  the 
vans  were  fitted  with  metal  floors  during  the  year  after  approaches 
were  made  to  the  owners  concerned.  Repainting  was  also  carried 
out  and  in  one  instance  a new  container  displaced  an  old. 

Once  again  I must  express  extreme  dissatisfaction  with  the 
method  of  meat  transport  undertaken  for  the  Ministry  of  Food, 
and  with  their  sanction,  when  carcase  meat  is  being  sent  from 
Coventry  to  London.  Their  insistence  on  the  use  of  straw  as  a 
floor  covering  on  which  forequarters  are  laid  has  been  a cause 
of  representations  being  made  to  their  technical  officers  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  practice  will  soon  he  terminated. 

Public  Relations. 

Close  relationships  exist  between  the  department  and  the 
Ministries  of  Food  and  .Xgriculture.  Similarlv  a verv  close  liaison 
is  maintained  with  their  officers  and  with  the  practising  veterinary 
surgeons  in  the  surrounding  districts.  Much  useful  information 
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is  gained  on  both  sides  and  'much  benefit  both  in  the  field  work 
and  post  mortem  findings  obtained. 

Biological  material  is  made  available  for  many  of  our  schools 
and  many  associations  and  parties  of  school  students  were  shown 
the  working  arrangements  of  the  abattoir  during  the  year. 

Staff. 

With  the  departure  during  the  year  of  Mr.  C.  Ash,  the  duties 
of  Senior  Meat  Inspector  were  taken  over  by  Mr.  L.  Vivian,  and 
.Mr.  J.  B.  Salt  of  the  district  inspectorial  staff  was  appointed  as 
a .Meat  Inspector. 

Thanks  are  given  to  the  Food  Inspectors’  and  District 
Inspectors’  colleagues  for  their  willing  and  most  valued  help  during 
the  heavy  killing  period. 


Imported  Meat 


Total  amount  of  imported  carcase  meat 

and  offal  pitched  at  depot  : 

4.Q2 

8,410^  lbs. 

.Amount  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 

consumption  : 

1,219  lbs. 

Condemnations 

Bone-taint 

391 

lbs. 

Decomposition 

293 

lbs. 

Store-burn  moulds 

'95 

lbs. 

Tyrosln  degeneration 

174 

lbs. 

Rancidity 

77 

lbs. 

Injury 

66 

lbs. 

Oedema 

23 

lbs. 

Classified  Summary  of  Inspections  Carried  Out  by  Meat  Inspectors. 


.Ante  and  p>ost  mortem  examinations  of  animals 

slaughtered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119,702 

Post  mortem  examinations  of  animals  dead  on  arrival 

or  in  lairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Inspections  of  country  dressed  carcases  and  inter 

depot  transfers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4)^45 

Re-inspections  of  home-killed  meat  ...  •••  ...  143 

Detailed  inspections  of  imported  meat  ...  ...  178 

Inspections  of  canned  meats  ...  ...  ...  ...  185 

Inspections  of  foods  other  than  canned  'meats  and 

carcase  'meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  15 

Insjjections  at  Fat  stock  collecting  centre  ...  ...  5' 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  2,028 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  256 

Inspections  in  conjunction  with  Ministry  of  Food 

Fnforcement  Branch  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 


Total  ...  127,470 


Eradication  of  Bovine  Tuberculosis 


Animals  slaughtered  under  the 
provision  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Orders,  1938-46. 


Advanced 

Non- 
Ad  vanced 

Total 

7 

3 

10 

Six  of  the  above  were  traced  as  a result  of  positive  T.£.  milks  being 
discovered  in  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  by  sampling 
officers  of  local  authorities  within  the  County. 


Tuberculosis  in  Calves 


Congenital 
Tuberculosis 
in  calves 
slaughtered 
at  the 
abattoir. 

Cases 

observed 

Cases  reported 
to  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  for 
investigation 

Affected 

dams 

slaugh- 

tered 

Dams 

clinically 

healthy 

Dam  not 
traced 

4 

2 

2 

2 

Identifi- 
cation not 
possible 

Country-dressed  carcases  and  inter-depot  transfer  inspections 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Pig  heads 

Total 

Number  inspected 

263 

174 

703 

776 

2,929 

4,845 

Whole  carcases 

rejected 

27 

3 

6 

22 

58 

Part  or  organ 

rejected 

117 

3 

206 

71 

397 

io8 


Summary  of  Inspections  of  Slaughtered  Animals 


Coventry  Public  Abattoir — Year  1952 


Cattle 

other 

than  Cows 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

Pigs. 

Total 

Animals  slaughtered 

and  inspected 

12,709 

5.996 

8,668 

68,179 

24,150 

119,702 

Tubebculobis 

Whole 

38 

212 

4 

26 

280 

Parts  or 
organs 

1,035 

2,106 

6 

806 

3,952 

% affected 

8.44 

38.64 

0.13 

3.43 

3.54 

Otheb 

Diseases 

AND 

CONDITiONS 

. Whole 

23 

153 

152 

225 

133 

686 

Parts  or 
organs 

2,113 

1,448 

80 

3,549 

3,909 

11,099 

% affected 

16.81 

26.70 

2.68 

5-54 

16.73 

9 85 

“ Cows  ” include  all  female  bovines  which  have  calved. 

Animals  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  some  other  c.juditiou  are  recorded  as  affected 

with  tuberculosis  only. 


Diseases  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  affecting  whole  carcases 


Disease — Condition 

Cattle 

other 

than 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Emaciation  . . 

6 

123 

3 

157 

25 

314 

Immaturity  .. 

— 

— 

81 

— 

1 

82 

Septiceemia  . . 

4 

19 

9 

28 

13 

73 

Fever  

1 

2 

31 

2 

29 

65 

Moribund 

1 

1 

3 

23 

12 

40 

Oedema 

2 

7 

3 

2 

23 

37 

Pyaemia 

2 

— 

3 

11 

2 

18 

Swine  Fever  , . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

15 

Erysipelas— Acute  Swine  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

11 

Jaundice 

— 

— 

8 

— 

1 

9 

Joint-ill 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

7 

Gangrenous  Pneumonia  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Uraemia 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Acetanaemia  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Anaemia — pronounced 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Leukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Bone  taint 

1 

— 

— 

— 



1 

Malignant  Oedema 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cellulitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cysticercus  bovis — 

generalised 

1 

1 

Extensive  Ringworm 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Toxaemia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Blackleg 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

23 

153 

152 

225 

133 

686 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  found  unfit  in  home-killed  animals  : 

578,626  lbs. 
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Diseases  and  Conditions  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  Encountered 
During  Inspection  of  all  Animals  During  the  Year 


Disease — Condition  , 

Cattle 

other 

than 

Cows 

Cows 

1 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Oedema 

5 

18 

6 

111 

139 

Fatty  indltration 

. . 

‘2 

4 

— 

71 

— 

77 

Pigmentation 

. . 

6 

— 

6 

2 

10 

24 

Emphysema.. 

— 

33 

— 

33 

Pleurisy 

180 

106 

— 

93 

391 

764 

Pneumonia  .. 

28 

19 

37 

391 

1941 

2416 

Pericarditis  .. 

• 

28 

32 

— 

36 

591 

687 

Cirrhosis  Hepatitis  . . 

8 

3 

17 

3 

704 

735 

Enteritis 

, . 

11 

39 

— 

4 

565 

609 

Mastitis 

2 

193 

— 



177 

372 

Arthritis 

— 

— 

— 

13 

27 

40 

Nephritis 

. . 

13 

S'* 

3 

141 

216 

Peritonitis 

20> 

207 

— 

6 

137 

655 

Fibrosis 

6 

2 

— 

— 

- 

7 

Abscess 

674 

199 

6 

82 

51 

912 

Hasmorrhage 

. . 

44 

20 

— 

9 

26 

99 

Tumours 

4 

1 

— 

2 

1 

8 

Angiomata  .. 

24 

451 

— 

— 

— 

475 

Johne’s  Disease 

. . 

49 

130 

— 

— 

— 

179 

Actinomycosis 

Actinobacillosis 

256 

••9 

1 

— 

1 

317 

Distoinatosis  Fasciola 

, , 

888 

394 

— 

868 

— 

2150 

Strongylosis  . . 

— 

• 

— 

253 

3 

256 

Echinococcus  veterinorum 

C.  tenuicollis 

105 

82 

— 

694 

8 

789 

Pentastomes . . 

37 

118 

— 

1113 

— 

1268 

C.  bovis  - C.  ovis 

46 

6 

— 

3 

— 

55 

Ectozoa 

1 

— 

4 

2 

3 

10 

Injuries — wounds  .. 

26 

35 

7 

11 

242 

321 

Rash  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

281 

281 

Fractures 

6 

— 

— 

3 

76 

85 

Bruising 

12 

23 

— 

15 

21 

71 

Bone-taint  .. 

— 

! 

I 

2 

1 

3 

Pharmaceutica  Is 


I 12 


0) 

■*9 

o 

<v 

'o 

o 


1 


i 

1 


An  appreciably  greater  weight  wag  directed  to  the  by-produots  plant  of  the  Markets  Department  because  of  the  inability  of 
the  fine  chemical  industry  to  use  all  the  material  available.  Similarly  the  endocrines,  etc.,  collected  represent  only  the 
amount  requested  by  the  industry  and  not  the  total  raw  material  available. 
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DESIGNATCD  MILK 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 


Table  setting  out  the  number  of  licences  issued  during  1952. 


Pasteurised  Milk,  Pasteurisers  Licences  ...  ...  9 

Pasteurised  Milk,  Dealers  Licences  ...  ...  ...  302 

Sterilised  Milk,  Producers  Licences  ...  ...  ...  i 

Sterilised  Milk,  Dealers  Licences  ...  ...  ...  237 

Tuberculin  Tested;  Dealers  Licences  ...  ...  i i6 

.Accredited,  Dealers  Licences  ...  ...  ...  3 


During  the  year  one  new  processing  dairj 


licensed  to  pasteurise  milk  by  the  Holder  Process. 


was  opened  and 


Samples  of  milk  were  obtained  frequently  from  all  dairies 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  number  of 
samples  submitted  and  the  results  obtained  are  set  out  below  : — 


Dcsiy  nation. 

No.  of 
Samples 
Obtained. 

Ao.  Satis- 
f actor  u. 

No.  Unsuti.';- 
factory. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

55 

47 

8 

Pasteurised  

393 

384 

9 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

172 

161 

8 

Sterilised  

46 

45 

1 

666  samples  of  designated  milk  were  obtained  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  276  obtained  during  1951.  Tlte  percentage 
of  samples  failing  to  pass  the  prescribed  test  was  3.9%  as  compared 
with  5.1%  in  1951. 

With  respect  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples  of  designated 
milks,  in  each  instance  the  dairy  premises  were  re-visited,  the 
dairymen  interviewed  and  advised  and  repeat  samples  obtained. 
In  all  cases  improvements  were  obtained. 

Milk  Samples  obtained  and  Submitted  for  Biological  Tests  for 

Evidence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

During  the  year  16  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
laboratory  for  biological  test  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  brucella 
abortus  and  the  bacteriologist  reported  that  all  the  samples  were 
negative. 


H 


114 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1938 


Premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Act  for  the 
Manufacture,  Storage  or  Sale  of  Food. 

This  Section  prohibits  the  use  of  premises  for  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  the  undermentioned  foods  unless  the  premises  are 
suitable  for  the  purpose  and  are  duly  registered  by  the  local 
authority  : 

(a)  the  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  or  the  storage 
of  ice  cream  intended  for  sale ; or 

{b)  The  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale. 
(The  preparation  of  meat  or  fish  by  cooking  is  deemed 
to  be  the  preservation  thereof  for  this  purpose). 

Before  registration  is  effected,  the  premises  must  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  Section  13,  which  lays  down  certain  requirements 
relating  to  structural  conditions,  suitability,  and  cleanliness,  which 
must  be  observed  in  order  to  prevent  contamination  of  the  food 
produced  or  sold. 


The  number  of  registered  premises  under  the  Act  is  set  out 
as  follows  : — 


Number  of  premises  on  register,  ist  January 

1951- 

803 

1952. 

926 

Number  of  premises  discontinued  during  year 

5 

18 

Number  of  premises  added  to  register  during 
the  year 

128 

89 

Number  of  premises  on  register,  December 3 1st 

926 

997 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year 

6303 

7992 

Number  of  contraventions  observed  ... 

1 

”3 

83 

Classification  of  Premises  Registered  at  close  of  Year. 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

1951- 

1952. 

ice  cream 

89 

71 

Promises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice  cream 

513 

600 

Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  pressed,  potted  or 
preserved  meat,  etc. 

93 

93 

Premises  registered  for  cooking  of  fish 

1 1 

1 1 

During  the  course  of  inspection  of  these 

premises 

contra- 

ventions  were  observed  in  83  instances.  The  contraventions  included 
defective  floors,  dirty  condition  of  premises,  defective  ceilings  and 
absence  of  suitable  and  sufficient  supplies  of  hot  water  for  hand 
washing  purposes.  Suitable  instructions  were  given  in  each  case 
and  notices  served  where  necessary. 


Ii: 


1951- 

•952- 

66 

80 

20 

32 

364 

3S4 

PURVEYORS  OF  MILK 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  selling  milk  within  the  city 

(a)  residing  in  the  city 

(b)  residing  outside  the  city 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  selling 
bottled  milk  only  from  shop 
premises 

During  the  year  1,395  inspections  were  made  of  dairies  and 
milk  shops  and  milk  vehicles. 

In  1952  the  decrease  in  the  sale  of  loose  milk  has  again 
continued  and  the  amount  of  loose  milk  now  sold  is  just  over  1% 
of  the  total  sold  in  the  city.  This  is  a very  satisfactory  position 
especially  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  Coventry  being  made  a 
Specified  Area  in  which  case  designated  milks  only  would  be 
permitted  to  be  sold.  One  new  dairy  was  built  during  the  year 
and  commenced  processing  pasteurised  milk  by  the  holder  method  j 
towards  the  end  of  the  year.  In  t\yo  of  the  largest  dairies  in  the  : 
city  new'  bottle  filling  machines  and  bottle  cappers  have  been  \ 
installed  with  the  result  that  most  of  the  bottles  of  milk  sold  in  the 
city  are  capp>ed  with  overlapping  aluminium  caps  instead  of  card- 
lx)ard  disks  as  previously.  All  of  the  dairies  were  frequently  . 
inspected  and  conditions  have  generally  been  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

MILK 

I 

It  is  estimated  that  the  quantity  of  milk  consumed  daily  in  the  1 
city  is  approximately  32,000  gallons,  comprising  ; — ' 

gallons. 
800 


Milk  from  farms  in  the  city 
Milk  from  farms  within  25 — 30  mile  radius 
Milk  from  Distributing  Depots  ... 

The  32,000  gallons  are  made  up  as  follows 
Pasteurised  Milk 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Channel  Island  T.T.  Milk  ... 

Sterilised  Milk 
Ungraded  Milk 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  respecting 
sour  milk  and  dirty  milk  bottles  has  once  again  been  very  low  and 
indicates  that  the  dairymen  of  the  city  are  maintaining  careful 
supervison  on  their  methods  of  pasteurisation,  supply  and 
distribution. 

.Approximately  1,300  gallons  of  milk  were  supplied  daily  to 
city  schools,  this  being  served  to  30,000  children  per  day,  each 
child  receiving  one  third  of  a pint  or  more  per  school  day. 


21 ,000 
10,200 

27,500 

1,300 

400 

200 

2,200 

400 
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The  milk  has  been  frequently  sampled  and  submitted  for 
chemical  bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  have  shown 
good  standards  of  quality  and  cleanliness  throughout  the  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Report  on  the  Administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in 
relation  to  Sampling  and  Analysis  of  Food  and  Drugs  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1952. 

During  the  year  809  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  who  certified  728  to  be  genuine  and  81 
unsatisfactory. 

The  samples  detailed  in  the  table  below  were  collected  in  the 
following  manner  : — ■ 

Formal  Samples — 79.  Informal  Samples — 719. 


.Appeal  to  Cow  Samples — 'ii. 


Articles. 

Total. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine. 

Baking  Powder 

9 

8 

1 

Butter  

2 

2 

• • 

Cereal  Products 

29 

29 

, , 

Cake  and  Bun  Flours  and 
Pudding  Mixtures 

46 

41 

5 

Cofiee  and  Chicory  Essence  ... 

30 

28 

2 

Custard  and  Dessert  Powders 

25 

26 

• • 

Desiccated  Coconut 

8 

8 

• • 

Dried  Milk  Powder 

8 

2 

6 

Fruit  (Dried)  

3 

2 

1 

Fruit  (Tinned)  

3 

. - 

3 

Fish  Paste  

30 

30 

Fish  (Tinned)  

6 

6 

Fish  Cakes  

4 

4 

Flour  

19 

19 

Gelatine  

7 

7 

Gravy  Powder  

10 

10 

Herbs  and  Spices 

62 

60 

2 

Ice  Cream 

8 

6 

2 

Jellies  

62 

49 

3 

Meat  Paste  

16 

16 

, . 

Meat  (Tinned)  

5 

4 

1 

Medicines  and  Drugs  ... 

116 

97 

18 

Milk  

131 

119 

12 

Olive  Oil  

6 

2 

3 

Peas  (Dried)  

5 

5 

. . 

Pickles  

13 

13 

, . 

Preserves  

26 

26 

, , 

Sauces  

23 

23 

• • 

Sausage  

13 

6 

8 

Shellfish  

2 

, , 

2 

Suet 

8 

3 

Soups  

17 

17 

Sponge  Mixtures  

6 

3 

8 

Synthetic  Cream  

3 

3 

Vinegar  

6 

5 

1 

Others  

60 

52 

8 

Totals  

809 

728 

81 

II7 


Milk. 

Of  nine  formal  samples  of  milk  taken  at  a processing  dairy, 
six  were  found  to  contain  small  amounts  of  added  water  with  one 
of  the  samples  also  slightly  low  in  fat  content.  Samples  were 
accordingly  taken  from  the  supplier  in  transit  to  the  dairy  ; four 
of  these  nine  samples  were  found  to  be  low  in  fat  and  the  farmer 
requested  that  appeal-to-cow  samples  be  taken.  Five  of  the  latter 
were  found  to  be  low  in  solids  not  fat.  It  was  found  that  there 
had  been  a slight  leak  in  an  old  cooler  which  on  discovery  had 
been  replaced.  In  view'  of  the  very  small  amount  of  water  found 
in  the  samples,  less  than  i%,  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  addition  had  occurred,  the  farmer  was  cautioned  in  this  case. 
In  another  case  the  “evenings”  milk  was  found  to  contain  3%  of 
extraneous  water,  according  to  the  Hotvet  test.  On  appeal-to-cow 
samples  being  taken  at  the  farmer’s  request  it  was  found  that  the 
solids  not  fat  were  above  the  presumptive  standard  and  in  the 
circumstances  a caution  only  was  administered. 

Other  Foods. 

Of  the  remaining  69  samples  of  food  other  than  milk  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory,  16  were  formal  samples  and  53  informal 
samples.  Twenty-eight  informal  and  one  formal  sample,  covered 
such  items  as  baking  powder,  pudding  mixtures,  dried  milk 
powder,  dried  fruit,  mixed  herbs,  meat  roll,  bottled  shellfish,  olive 
oil,  teaseed  oil,  sponge  mixtures  and  rusks,  and  related  to  cases 
where  by  reason  of  rancidity,  fermentation,  mould,  or  mite 
infestation,  the  remaining  stocks  of  these  articles  were  surrendered 
by  the  suppliers  for  destruction. 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence. 

Two  informal  samples  of  coffee  and  chicory  essence  were 
reported  to  be  deficient  of  caffeine.  In  both  instances  formal 
samples  were  obtained  and  reported  to  be  genuine. 

Tinned  Fruit. 

Four  tins  of  plums  were  submitted  as  informal  samples.  Three 
were  reported  by  the  Analyst  to  be  blown  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  The  remaining  tins  found  to  be  blown  were  seized 
and  were  the  subject  of  magisterial  proceedings,  the  case  being 
proved.  Details  are  reported  under  “Magisterial  Proceedings”. 

Curry  Powder. 

.An  informal  sample  was  reported  as  unsatisfactory  due  to 
excess  copper.  A formal  sample  was  accordingly  procured  which 
was  certified  as  genuine. 

Ice  Cream. 

Two  formal  samples  were  certified  to  be  unsatisfactory,  one 
being  deficient  of  the  required  milk  solids,  the  other  being  deficient 
of  20%  fat. 


In  the  first  instance  a letter  of  caution  was  sent  to  the  manu- 
facturer; in  the  latter,  'inag^isterial  proceeding's  were  instituted  and 
the  defendant  pleading-  g^uilty  was  fined  ten  shillings,  the  standard 
having  been  amended  by  the  Ministry  of  h'ood  between  the  date 
of  sampling  and  the  hearing  of  the  case. 

Jelly. 

Three  informal  samples  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory, 
all  being  deficient  of  sugar.  In  one  instance  no  formal  sample 
could  be  taken,  no  jellies  of  that  particular  brand  being  in  stock 
at  time  of  visit.  With  respect  to  the  two  other  samples,  one  formal 
sample  was  obtained,  and  reported  as  genuine;  the  other  formal 
sample,  will  be  obtained  in  1953. 

Medicines  and  Drugs. 

Cough  Mixtures. 

.'Vn  informal  sample  was  obtained  and  reported  by  the 
-Analyst  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  that  there  was  an  excess  of  15.6% 
diluted  acetic  acidi  above  the  B.  P.  standard.  .A  formal  sample  was 
taken  and  certified  to  be  genuine. 

Another  informal  sample  of  cough  mixture  was  found  to  be 
deficient  of  14.5%  of  the  prescribed  amount  of  Citric  .Acid.  Upon 
revisiting  the  shop  for  a formal  sample  it  was  found  that  the  stock 
of  this  particular  brand  had  all  been  sold  and  no  formal  sample 
could  be  obtained. 

-A  further  informal  sample  of  cough  mixture  was  reported  to 
be  deficient  of  Spirit  Aether  Nitros.  The  informal  sample  having 
been  taken  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the  resulting  formal  sample 
will  be  reported  on  next  year. 

Indian  Brandee. 

This  was  an  informal  sample  reported  as  being  100%  deficient 
of  the  prescribed  amount  of  Spirit  Aether  Nitros.  No  formal 
sample  was  taken,  as  the  remainder  of  the  stock  had  been  sold. 
.Another  informal  sample  was  found  to  be  deficient  of  28%  Spirit 
.Aether  Nitros.  .A  formal  sample  taken  later  was  certified  to  be 
genuine. 

Two  further  samples,  informal  and  formal  of  the  same 
commodity  were  both  certified  as  unsatisfactory,  Ix^ing  bo% 
deficient  of  Spirit  .Aether  Nitros.  The  samples  \vere  obtained  froim 
a small  shopkeeper  and  were  presumably  old  stock.  .A  letter  of 
caution  was  sent  to  the  shopkeeper. 

Glycerine  and  Honey. 

Both  informal  and  formal  samples  having  been  certified  by 
the  .Analyst  as  deficient  of  Citric  .Acid,  magisterial  proceedings 
were  instituted  against  the  vendor,  no  proof  of  sale  by  manu- 
facturer being  established  and  the  vendor  was  fined  jQ2. 
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Nerve  Tonic. 

Following-  an  unsatisfactory  informal  sample,  a formal  sample 
was  taken  and  repKjrted  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  that  it  contained 
an  excess  of  45%  dilute  Phosphoric  Acid  and  22%  dilute  Hydro- 
bromic  Acid. 

.As  no  evidence  of  sale  between  manufacturer  and  vendor 
could  be  established,  magisterial  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  the  vendor  and  a fine  of  was  imposed. 

Seidlitz  Powder. 

This  was  an  informal  sample  reported  to  be  labelled 
incorrectly  in  that  the  words  “Extra  Strong’’  were  printed  across 
the  packet  when  in  fact,  according  to  the  constituents  the  packets 
should  have  been  labelled  “Double  Strength’’. 

The  manufacturers  were  informed  of  this  and  an  undertaking 
given  by  them  that  they  would  take  steps  to  have  the  packets 
marked  correctly  “Double  Strength’’. 

Chest  and  Lung  Mixture. 

Three  samples  of  chest  and  lung  mixture  were  taken,  two 
informal  and  one  formal  taken  in  consequence  of  unsatisfactory 
informal  samples  from  the  same  manufacturer.  In  all  cases  the 
labels  were  reported  as  incorrect  in  that  the  proportions  of 
ingredients  were  not  stated  as  VV/W  or  V/V,  also  the  formal 
sample  contained  15%  excess  of  Oxymel  of  Squills. 

The  manufacturers  were  written  to,  being  told  to  amend  the 
labels  so  that  the  formula  indicated  whether  the  percentages  were 
by  weight  or  volume,  furthermore  they  were  cautioned  that  stricter 
control  should  be  maintained  so  that  the  mixture  in  question 
should  be  in  accordance  with  the  analysis  shown  on  the  label. 

Health  Salts. 

•An  informal  sample  having  been  certified  to  be  deficient  of 
19%  .Sodium  Bi-Carbonate  and  33%  Exsiccated  Magnesium 
.Sulphate,  a formal  sample  was  taken,  which  was  certified  to  be 
deficient  of  18%  .Sodium  Bi-Carbonate.  Magisterial  proceedings 
were  instituted  against  the  shopkeeper,  who  in  turn  prosecuted 
the  manufacturers  who  were  fined  ten  shillings,  the  case  against 
the  shopkeeper  being  dismissed. 

Zinc  and  Caster  Oil  Ointment. 

This  was  an  informal  sample  reported  to  be  deficient  of  7.8% 
Zinc  Oxide.  This  sample  was  taken  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and 
a formal  sample  will  be  taken  in  1953- 

Sausages. 

The  eight  formal  samples  of  sausages  were  reported  as  un- 
satisfactory in  that  five  samples  were  found  to  be  deficient  of  the 
required  meat  content,  being  t.2%,  6%,  7%,  10%,  and  26% 
deficient;  and  three  samples  being  found  to  contain  preservative, 
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no  declaration  of  such  preservative  having'  been  made  at  time  of 
purchase. 

In  the  case  of  the  deficiencies  of  meat  content,  letters  of 
caution  were  sent  in  four  instances,  but  in  the  case  of  the  26% 
deficiency,  the  vendors  were  prosecuted  and  fined  ;^5. 

Letters  of  caution  were  also  sent  to  the  vendors  in  respect 
of  no  declaration  of  preservatives  and  upon  revisit  these  were 
found  to  be  exhibited. 

Malt  Vinegar. 

This  informal  sample  was  reported  as  unsatisfactory  in  that 
it  was  found  to  be  deficient  of  16%  Acetic  Acid.  The  sample  having 
been  taken  at  the  end  of  the  year,  no  formal  sample  has  yet  been 
taken. 


Tomato  Puree. 

This  was  an  informal  sample  of  foreign  origin  which  was 
reported  to  contain  excess  copper.  No  further  stocks  were 
available,  thus  no  formal  sample  could  be  taken. 

Jam. 

.V  sample  of  jam  was  submitted  to  the  Analyst  for  identification 
of  a “foreign  body’’  concerning  which  a complaint  had  been 
received.  The  .Analyst  reported  that  the  “foreign  body’’  complained 
of  was  a fibre  material.  The  manufacturers  of  the  jam  were 
warned  to  exercise  more  strict  control  over  production. 

Bread. 

Three  informal  samples  of  bread,  the  subjects  of  complaints 
by  householders,  were  forwarded  to  the  Analyst  for  identification 


of  foreign  matter  found  in  them. 

Analysis  of  Sample  Results. 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  adulterated  ...  ... 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  contain  “foreign  bodies’’  0.5% 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  have  lal>elling 

contraventions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.4% 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  contain  preservatives  in 

excess  of  regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.4% 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  unfit  by  reason  of 

rancidity,  fermentation,  infestation,  mould,  etc.  ...  3-3% 

Total  percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  9-9% 
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ICE  CREAM 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947 — 1952. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
storage,  and  sale  of  ice  cream  within  the  city  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  together  with  comparative  figures  for  the  years  1950  and 
1951  are  as  follows  : — 


195U  I95i  1952 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  and  sale  93  89  71 
No.  of  premises  registered  for  storage  and  sale  only  402  513  600 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream  shows  a steady  decline  whilst  the  number  of  new 
registrations  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  during  the  year  shows  a 
marked  increase  on  the  number  of  registrations  in  previous  years. 
The  majority  of  new  registrations  are  for  sale  of  wrapped  ice 
cream  in  shops. 

During  the  year  897  inspections  of  premises  and  vehicles  were 
made  and  221  samples  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  examination 
for  bacteriological  cleanliness  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s 
provisional  grades. 


The  samples  were  graded  as  follows  : 
Grade  1 129 

Grade  2 36 


.Satisfactory 


Grade  3 
Grade  4 


29 

27 


Unsatisfactory 


The  56  samples  of  ice  cream  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  were 
due  mainly  to  the  ineflicient  methods  of  sterilization.  Repeat 
samples  vyere  obtained  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  table  below  shows  a comparison  of  the  results  of  samples 
of  ice  cream  taken  during  the  years  1948-1952  inclusiye.  It  will 
l>e  seen  that  the  number  of  samples  has  greatly  increased  compared 
with  preyious  years,  and  although  the  percentage  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  rose  slightly  in  1952,  it  was  well  below  the  corresponding 
percentage  for  the  years  1948-1950  inclusiye.  Generally  speaking 
tile  ice  cream  traders  haye  giyen  the  Health  Department  the" 
utmost  co-o[X?ration  in  their  driye  to  raise  the  standard  of  food 
hygiene. 
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1 

No.  of  SampleB 

No.  Satisfactory 

No.  Uiisatisf'tory 

% Unsatisf’tory 

1948 

170 

99 

71 

43% 

1949 

1 

184 

86 

58 

41% 

1960 

139 

96 

43 

31% 

1981 

112 

30 

31% 

1962 

221 

165 

66 

25% 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AT  MARKETS,  SHOPS  AND  STORES 

During  the  year  7,992  inspections  were  made  of  markets, 
shops,  stalls,  etc.,  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for 
sale.  Of  this  number  2,552  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  food  to  ascertain  its  fitness  or  otherwise  for  human 
consumption.  In  all  cases  where  food  was  found  to  be  unfit  it 
was  surrendered  by  the  owner  and  a surrender  certificate  was 
issued. 

.All  butter,  bacon,  fats,  cheese,  and  where  the  amount  exceeds 
a specified  minimum  weight  certain  other  foods,  are  returned  to 
Ministry  of  Food  for  salvage  purposes.  Other  foods  are  destroyed 
locally  at  the  refuse  destructor  except  where  they  have  some  value 
as  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

The  nature  and  quantities  of  food  surrendered  as  unfit  during 
the  year  are  set  out  under  the  heading  “Unsound  Food’’. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 


Quantities  and  Nature  of  Food  Found  to  be  Unsound  and 
Surrendered  for  Destruction. 


Almonds  ... 

3 lb. 

Jam  (Bottled)  ... 

22 

jars 

Baby  Food 

12 

Jam  (Tinned)  ... 

10 

tins 

Bacon  

7151  lbs. 

Jellies  

• • » 

70 

pkts. 

Beef  Extract  ... 

1 

jar 

Lard  

4 

lbs. 

Black  Pudding  ... 

41 

lbs. 

Margarine 

1 

lb. 

Biscuits 

..  1,032 

lbs. 

Meat  (Cooked)  ... 

1,358}  lbs. 

Butter  

793  lbs. 

Meat  (Tinned)  ... 

4,374 

tins 

Cabbages  

300 

crates 

Meat  

98 

lbs. 

Cake  

1161  lbs. 

Meat  Paste 

9 

jars 

Cake  Flour 

22 

pkts. 

Meat  Pies 

282 

Cake  Mixture  ... 

46 

pkts. 

Milk  Powder  ... 

356 

lbs. 

Cauliflowers 

127 

mats 

Milk  (Tinned)  ... 

1,431 

tins 

Cheese  

944 

lbs. 

Mincemeat 

13 

jars 

Cereals  

10 

pkts. 

Mussels  

• • • 

241  awt. 

Cereals  

4141  lbs. 

Mussels  

1,992 

jars 

Chickens 

78 

lbs. 

Nuts  ...  ... 

12 

pkts. 

Chickens  (Imported) 

7031  lbs. 

Oats  

3 

lbs. 

Chickens  (Tinned) 

2 

tins 

Olives  

1 

jar 

Chitterlings 

71  lbs. 

Oranges  

30 

cases 

Chocolates 

8 

lbs. 

Peanut  B.utter  ... 

2 

lbs. 

Chocolate  Spread 

31 

pkts. 

Peas  (Dried)  ... 

600 

lbs. 

Cockles  

...  1,080 

jars 

Pickles  and  Sauce 

380 

jars 

Cocoa  

16 

tins 

Pineapples  ...  ' 

13 

cases 

Coconut  

8 

ozs. 

Poultry  

• • < 

868 

lbs. 

Coconut  Marshmallows  758 

Pudding  Mixture 

25 

pkts. 

Coffee  

36 

bottles  Pudding  Mixture 

2 

lbs. 

Coffee  

19 

tins 

Preserves  (Bottled) 

168 

bottles 

Currants 

104}  lbs. 

T’reserves  (Tinnedl 

74 

tins 

Cowheels 

5 

cwt 

Prunes  

175 

lbs. 

Dates  

172 

lbs. 

Rabbits  

5,282 

lbs. 

Ducks  

48 

Rice  

784 

lbs. 

Kggs  

240 

Salt  

1 

pkt. 

Fat  

8 

ozs. 

Salad  Cream  ... 

3 

jars 

Faggots  

216 

Sausage  

2,426 

lbs. 

Fish  (Tinned)  ... 

...  2,204 

tins 

Sausage  Meat  ... 

1,740 

lbs. 

Fish  (Wet)  ... 

...  1,176 

stones 

Shellfish  

164 

lbs. 

Fish  Cakes 

106 

Shrimps 

2 

tins 

Fish  Paste 

93 

jars 

Soup  (Tinnedl  ... 

958 

tins 

Flour  

123 

lbs. 

Sugar  

18 

lbs. 

Fruit  (Bottled) 

...  1,004 

bottles  Syrup  

1 

tin 

Fruit  (Frozen) 

145 

tins 

Sweets  

2 

lbs. 

Fruit  (Frozen) 

.51 

pkts. 

Tea  

23  lbs. 

Fruit  (Dried)  ... 

...  2,743 

lbs. 

Tongue  

10 

lbs. 

Fruit  (Raw)  ... 

486 

lbs. 

Tomatoe.s  (Raw) 

61 

cases 

Fruit  (Tinned) 

...  12,330 

tins 

Tripe  

40 

lbs. 

Geese  

200 

lbs. 

Turkeys  

283 

lbs. 

Gravy  Browning 

1 

bottle 

Vegetables  (Frozen) 

4 

pkts. 

Gravy  Salt 

180 

pkts. 

Vegetables  (Pickled) 

116 

jars 

Grilse  

271  lbs. 

Vegetables  (Tinned) 

7,303 

tins 

Ham  (Cooked)  ... 

...  5,7991 

lbs. 

Whelks  

144 

jars 

Tee  Cream 

4.53 

blocks 

Christmas  Pudding 

• •• 

4 

tins 

Toe  Cream 

12 

cartonsYeast  

2}  cwt. 

Ice  Lollipops  ... 

412 

The  following"  parts  of  carcases  of  cottagers’  pigs  which  were 
found  on  examination  to  be  diseased  were  also  surrendered  and 
destroyed  : — 


T/imps 

Heads 

Mesenteries  ... 


9 Livers 
3 Stomachs 
fi  Intestines 
7 Spleens 


3 

1 

1 

1 
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MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Magisterial  proceedings  were  instituted  in  thirty-nine 
instances.  Nineteen  cases  related  to  contraventions  of  Section  3 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  .Act,  1938,  in  that  food  sold  for  human 
consumption  was  not  of  the  nature  or  not  of  the  substance  of  the 
food  demanded.  The  cases  taken  under  Section  3 of  this  .Act 
included  one  which  concerned  the  body  of  a mouse  found  in  a 
bottle  of  milk.  Fines  and  costs  amounting  to  15s.  od.  Avere 

imposed  upon  the  defendants. 

Eleven  cases  related  to  contrax^entions  of  Section  g of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  .Act,  1938,  in  that  food  for  human  consumption 
was  sold  or  exposed  for  sale  in  an  unfit  condition.  Fines  and 
costs  amounting  to  ;^.84  8s.  od.  were  imposed  upon  the  defendants. 

One  case  related  to  the  sale  of  pork  sausages  which  contained 
less  than  65%  meat  content  in  contraA^ention  of  the  Meat  Products 
and  Canned  Meat  (Control  and  Maximum  Prices)  Order,  1948, 
and  the  -Amendment  Order,  1950  made  by  the  .Minister  of  Food 
under  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1939.  Fines  totalling 
;^5  Avere  imposed. 

One  ca.se  involving  the  service  of  five  summonses  against  th(’ 
proprietors  of  a pickle  manufacturing  company  in  connection  with 
contraventions  of  Sections  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
resulted  in  the  inijxisition  of  ;^2  los.  od.  in  fines. 

-Another  case  was  taken  under  Section  g of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  .Act,  1938,  for  having  possession  of  tripe  which  was  unfit 
for  human  consumption.  The  case  against  the  owners  of  the 
business  was  dis<missed  as  they  involved  the  provisions  of  Section 
83 — ^shop  manager  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charges.  Fie  Avas  fined 

in  each  of  two  charges  Avith  eight  shillings  costs. 

In  six  instances  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  to  non 
compliance  with  statutory  notices  under  Sections  92  and  93  of  the 
Public  Health  .Act,  1936,  concerning  statutory  nuisances  found  to 
exist  in  dwelling  houses. 

The  magistrates  made  an  Order  in  each  instance  requiring 
the  work  to  be  done  Avithin  a limited  period. 

CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 

During  the  year  the  cause  of  clean  safe  food  has  been  stressed 
by  means  of  greatly  increased  numbers  of  inspections  of  food 
premises,  and  by  talks  to  public  bodies  and  food  traders  on  the 
importance  of  the  need  for  cleanliness  in  the  preparation  and  sale 
of  food.  The  campaign  in  clean  food  was  brought  vividly  to  the 
notice  of  the  public  by  a Clean  Food  Exhibition  which  was  held  in 
the  Gas  Showrooms.  The  exhibition  received  good  press  publicity 
and  called  the  attention  of  the  general  public  to  the  need  for 
cleanliness  and  also  to  the  methods  necessary  to  obtain  this 
cleanliness.  Several  interesting  exhibits  were  on  show  including 
the  fpllowing  ; — 


1.  Ministry  of  Health  display  panels.  These  panels  showed 
all  aspects  of  food  poisoning. 

2.  Mi)iistry  of  Food  exhibit  showing  clean  and  dirty  shops, 
tile  conditions  being  pin-pointed  by  press-button  operated 
electric  lights. 

Ministry  of  Agricidlare  and  Fisheries  exhibit.  1 his 
exhibit  was  arranged  by  the  Rodent  Infestation  Control 
Division  and  included  display  panels  showing  damage 
due  to  rat  infestation  and  methods  of  elimination. 

4.  Hot  water  instalUitions  for  hand  washing.  Several  types 
of  water  heaters  were  on  show  from  different  manu- 
facturers. 

5.  Kitchen  equipment . This  exhibit  included  photographs 
of  canteens  and  kitchens  and  a model  of  a kitchen. 

6.  Model  of  pusleurising  plant.  This  was  a model  of  a 
H.T.S.T.  pasteurising  plant. 

7.  Glassware  exhibit.  This  exhibit  displayed  different  types 
of  hygienic  material  recommended  for  use  in  food  shops. 

8.  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  This  exhibit  was 
arranged  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  showing  many 
aspects  of  the  laboratory  work  in  connection  with  food 
poisoning  and  food  hygiene.  The  specimens  and  captions 
were  so  desig-ned  as  to  be  in  themselves  an  almost 
complete  lesson  in  hygienic  food  handling,  and  the  need 
to  avoid  contamination. 

9.  Meat  specimens  were  exhibited  together  with  various 
examples  of  sound  and  unfit  foods  together  with 
specimens  of  animal  by-products  and  “pharmaceuticals”. 

10.  Kefrigeration . A refrigerator  was  on  show  displaying 
correct  methods  of  cold  storage  of  foodstuffs. 

1 1 . Posters,  photographs  and  diagrams  completed  the 
exhibition  in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  show  the 
part  to  be  played  by  the  food  manufacturer,  food  handler 
and  the  public  as  consumers. 

During  the  year  several  shops  in  the  city  have  installed 
refrigerated  counters  and  show  cases  for  the  display  and  sale  of 
wet  fish.  These  are  a great  improvement  on  the  old  type  of  open 
slab  and  the  members  of  the  trade  are  being  encouraged  to  instal 
these  types  of  showcases.  The  general  standards  of  food  preparing 
premises  including  canteens,  cafes  and  restaurant  kitchens  have 
been  consistantly  good.  In  two  instances  new  kitchens  were 
erected  and  equipped  after  consultation  with  this  department. 

The  question  of  providing  hot  water  facilities  for  personal 
cleanliness  has  received  much  attention  during  the  year  and  a great 
many  shops  have  fitted  water  heaters  at  the  request  of  this 
department,  together  with  the  necessary  wash  hand  basins. 
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DOGS  IN  FOOD  SHOPS,  RESTAURANTS,  ETC. 

Towards  the  end  of  1951  and  during  the  early  months  of  the 
year  under  review  a comprehensive  survey  was  made  of  the 
premises  in  the  eity  where  food  is  sold  to  the  general  public.  A 
visit  was  made  to  each  one  in  connection  with  an  appeal  launched 
by  the  Minister  of  Food  for  the  exclusion  of  dogs  from  food  shops 
in  the  interests  of  general  hygiene.  The  Minister  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  problem  could  best  be  solved  by  voluntary  action 
rather  than  through  prohibitive  measures.  A letter  was  therefore 
addressed  to  the  occupiers  of  these  premises  by  the  Medical  Ollicer 
of  Health  seeking  their  co-operation  by  displaying  a suitably 
prepared  notice  in  a prominent  position  in  the  establishment. 

The  response  to  this  appeal  was  remarkably  good  and  showed 
a genuine  desire  on  the  part  of  the  food  traders  to  assist  in  the 
Local  Authority’s  campaign  in  the  cause  of  clean  safe  food. 

One  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  premises  w'ere 
visited  and  a display  notice  together  with  the  letter  of  introduction 
supplied  in  each  instance.  Included  in  this  number  were  632 
grocers,  336  greengrocers,  253  butchers,  271  confectioners,  117 
cafes  restaurants  and  snackbars,  87  fried  fish  shops,  and  80 
miscellaneous  food  shops. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  PREVENIION 

The  prevention  and  reduction  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  the 
city  continues  actively  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Department, 
(ienerally  speaking,  the  condition  pf  the  atmosphere  in  Coventry 
is  fairly  good  when  compared  with  similar  industrial  areas  in  the 
country,  although  there  are,  if  not  “black  spots’’,  areas  wherein 
improvement  could  well  be  effected.  As  a branch  of  environmental 
hygiene  the  prevention  of  atmospheric  pollution  does  not  always 
receive  that  wide  prominence  which  it  deserves. 

The  Social  Cost. 

The  considerable  social  cost  to  the  community  of  smoke 
pollution  is  immeasurable  in  terms  of  money.  It  includes,  apart 
from  the  damage  to  health  of  the  city  dweller,  the  appreciable  loss 
of  sunlight,  the  incidence  of  “smogs”  or  smoke-fogs,  damage  to 
buildings  and  textile  fabrics,  the  extra  cost  of  renewing  paintwork, 
of  w^ashing  and  laundry,  and  the  loss  of  food  production  by  choking 
of  vegetation  and  souring  of  the  soil  by  acidic  deposits.  In  short, 
the  cost  of  smoke  falls  heavily  on  the  city  dweller,  directly  as  a 
coal  consumer  fighting  a losing-  battle  in  attempting  to  secure 
reasonably  economical  heat  and  efficiency  from  the  traditional  type 
of  domestic  open  fire,  and  indirectly  as  a citizen  living  in  dirty  air. 

Domestic  Smoke. 

' Local  Authorities  possess  powers  under  the  Public  Health  .Act, 
1936,.  for  the  control  of  smoke  pollution  from  premises  other  than 
domestic  premises.  Unfortunately,  it  is  estimated  that  one-half 
of  the  smoke  pollution  in  this  country  is  attributable  to  domestic 


firegrates  which  are  mainly  responsible  for  the  soot  and  tar  content 
of  smoke  whilst  industrial  installations  cxmtribute  the  acid  and  grit. 

The  recent  encouragement  given  to  householders  to  use  “rough 
S'lnall  coal”  or  “nutty  slack”  on  modern  domestic  open  firegrates 
is  considered  generally  to  be  a retrograde  step.  The  new  firegrates 
which  are  being  installed  in  large  numbers  were  originally  intended 
as  smokeless  fuel  appliances  to  burn  gas  cokes  which  they  do  with 
a high  elliciency.  The  ollicial  encouragement  given  to  burn 
bituminous  fuel  damped  down  with  “nutty  slack”,  one  of  the  most 
effective  and  unfailing  ways  of  producing  thick,  tarry  low- 
temperature  smoke,  is  regrettable  from  the  point  of  view  of  public 
health. 

industrial  Smoke. 

The  pK>wers  conferred  upon  local  authorities  for  the  abatement 
of  smoke  nuisances  are  contained  in  the  Public  Health  .Act,  1936. 
These  powers  are  generally  considered  to  be  inadequate  owing  to 
the  dilliculty  under  statutory  nuisance  procedure  which  allows  of 
a “best  practicable  means”  defence,  and  the  uncertainty  of  local 
opinions  of  standards  of  smoke  pollution  and  other  non-factual 
factors.  In  any  case,  there  is  no  doubt  that  prevention  of  the 
occurrence  of  a smoke  nuisance  is  a far  superior  procedure  to 
punitive  action  against  an  offender  after  the  offence  has  been 
committed.  Successful  action  often  results  less  from  statutory 
punitive  action  than  from  the  threat,  and,  more  constructively, 
by  giving  helpful  advice  and  assistance. 

During  the  year  under  review  64  complaints  of  alleged  smoke 
nuisances  were  received  and  480  observations  were  made  of 
chimneys  at  32  premises.  Where  nuisances  were  observed, 
representations  by  verbal  and/or  written  notice  were  made  to  the 
managements.  In  the  cases  where  furnaces  were  hand-fired, 
improved  methods  of  stoking,  recommended  by  the  department, 
were  adopted  and  further  observations  are  being  made.  Improve- 
ments were  effected  in  other  cases  b\’  the  consumption  of  higher 
grade  fuel,  repairs  to  furnace  flues  and  other  equipment,  and,  where 
necessary,  the  installation  of  more  efficient  boilers  and  mechanical 
stoking  equipment  was  advocated. 

Twelve  written  notices  were  served  and  seventeen  verbal 
notices  given. 

COVENTRY  CORPORATION  ACT,  1948 
Smokeless  Zone. 

Coventry’s  thirty-acre  initial  smokeless  zone,  which  Ijecame 
operative  on  ist  March,  1951,  can  now  be  said  to  have  achieved 
what  was  expected  of  it.  Visual  or  even  easily  measurable 
diminution  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  zone  was  not  anticipated, 
despite  recent  favourable  and  encouraging  lay  comment.  Ihe  main 
importance  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  has  been  accepted  by  the  citizens 
as  a first  step  in  the  desirable  long-'term  policy  of  smoke  abolition. 
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which  phenomenon  was  not  hitherto  considered  feasible  nor  worthy 
of  effort.  The  Coventry  smokeless  zone,  althoug'h  small  in  area, 
is  important  as  it  includes  the  principal  civic  and  business  build- 
ings and  also  the  area  whereon  larg^e-scale  ambitious  rebuilding 
is  proceeding.  As  such,  the  zone,  which  word  should  not  be  taken 
as  implying  a static  area  or  permanent  island  in  a sea  of  smoke 
but  rather  with  implications  of  extension  and  progress,  arouses 
more  interest  and  has  a desirable  propaganda  value. 

It  is  unlikely  that  the  public  would  be  impressed  by  a reduction 
of  atmospheric  pollution  in  any  area  unless  it  was  in  the  region 
of  50  to  75% • According  to  scientific  estimation  (Atmospheric 
Pollution  Research  Technical  Paper  No.  i — ’Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research,  H.M.S.O.  1945),  a 25  to  30% 
reduction  in  atmospheric  pollution  is  possible  at  the  centre  of  a 
square  mile  free  from  smoke  emission.  Coventry’s  smokeless 
zone,  therefore,  will  need  to  be  extended  considerably  before  a 
really  apparent  effect  is  produced.  Nevertheless,  although  perhaps 
somewhat  illusory,  the  absence  of  smoking  chimneys  from  the 
central  area  has  a stimulating  effect  and  not  least  for  sanitarians 
themselves. 

Coventry’s  pioneer  work  in  promoting  the  first  smokeless 
zone  in  the  country  has  led  to  the  establishment  of  others  and  there 
are  now  at  least  15  local  authorities  which  have  been  granted 
powers  in  private  legislation.  This  policy,  as  a method  of  reducing 
the  social  costs  of  smoke  pollution  and  of  improving  fuel 
elUciency,  has  been  fully  endorsed  in  the  “Ridley  Report’’ 
presented  to  Parliament  in  September,  1952. 

Prior-Approval  of  Proposed  Plant. 

.Analogous  to  the  procedure  of  submission  to  a local  authority 
of  plans  for  new  buildings  for  perusal  against  building  bye-law 
standards  is  the  scheme  for  prior-approval  of  proposed  fuel- 
burning installations.  There  is  a difference,  however,  in  that  the 
former  is  compulsory  and  the  latter,  as  yet,  is  voluntary  but 
carries  with  it  a conditional  concession  which  indemnifies 
participating  factory  and  other  managements  against  future 
statutory  action  connected  with  the  installation  of  inefficient  or 
unsuitable  plant. 

•All  plans,  proposals  and  particulars  of  fuel-burning  installa- 
tions are  considered  against  a code  of  requirements  which  was 
formulated  in  general  terms  to  achieve  smokelessness  combined 
with  maximum  fuel  efficiency  and  economy. 

The  prior-approval  scheme  also  received  official  endorsement 
in  the  “Ridley’’  Report  of  the  Committee  on  National  Policy  for 
the  Use  of  Fuel  and  Power  Resources  with  the  recommendation 
that  its  powers  be  extended  to  cover  further  classes  of  fuel-burning 
plftnt. 

During  the  year  under  review  four  applications  were  received 
from  industrial  establishments  in  the  city  concerning  four  boiler 
units  as  follows  : — 
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These  7vere  all  ajjpnn'ed. 

(i)  A vertical  boiler  with  horizontal  fire-tubes,  mechanical 
underleed  stoking'  incorporating"  a draug'ht  fan  unit, 
with  evaporative  capacity  up  to  4,000  lbs.  of  steam  per 
hour. 

(ii)  .\  horizontal  shell-tyj^e  boiler  of  the  Hconomic  type  with 
mechanical  sprinkler  stoking,  self-cleaning  grates  and 
balanced  draught,  with  an  evaporative  capacity  up  to 
6,500  lbs.  of  steam  per  hour. 

(iii)  .\  horizontal  super-Economic  double-pass  boiler  with 
mechanical  chain-grate  stoking  and  balanced  draught, 
with  an  evaporative  capacity  up  to  12,000  lbs.  of  steam 
per  hour. 

(iv)  .\  patent  vertical  cross-tube  boiler  of  modern  design 
with  mechanical  underfeed  .stokiag  incorporating  a 
draught  fan  unit,  with  evaporative  capacity  up  to  1,500 
lbs.  of  steam  per  hour. 

FACTORIES  INSPECTION 

.Supervision  of  factories  and  enforcement  of  the  Factories  .Acts 
and  regulations  made  thereunder  are  in  the  hands  of  two  entirely 
separate  bodies,  these  being  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service  and  individual  local  authonities..  Each  has  well-defined 
duties  which  are  carried  out  in  the  first  instance  by  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  appointed  by  the  Ministry,  and  in  the  second  instance 
by  ollicers  of  local  authorities,  usually  sanitary  inspectors,  specially 
authori.sed  for  the  purpose. 

For  administration  purposes  factories  are  divided  into  two 
classes  viz.  : — 

(i)  factories  where  mechanical  power  is  used,  and 

(ii)  factories  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used. 

Broadly  speaking,  local  authorities  are  responsible  for  enforc- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  principal  .Act  relating  to  sanitary 
accommodation  in  both  classes  of  factories,  whilst  other  matters 
relating  to  health  are  <mly  enforced  by  them  in  factories  wherein 
mechanical  power  is  not  used.  In  the  latter  class  of  factories  the 
duties  of  the  local  authority  include  enforcement  of  the  provisions 
of  the  .Acts  with  regard  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature, 
ventilation  and  drainage,  iii  addition  to  the  question  of  sanitary 
accommodation. 

.As  will  be  noted  in  the  appended  table,  Coventry  possesses 
1,067  factories  ranging  from  the  small  “man  and  a boy’’  affair  to 
the  modern  colossus  of  industrial  evolution. 

It  is  surprising  that  the  clearly  defined  standard  arrangements 
of  sanitary  accommodation  are  not  more  lully  studied  and 
appreciated  bv  factory  managements  and  industrial  architects. 
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During  routine  inspections,  contravening  designs  and  unsuitable 
siting  ol'  sanitary  accommodation  are  still  encountered  and  serious 
consideration  has  to  be  given  therefore  to  alterations  necessary  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  with  the  minimum  of  dislocation. 

New  Factories. 

In  the  case  of  proposed  new  factories,  a liaison  with  the  City 
Engineer’s  Department  exists  whereby  plans  of  such  factories, 
submitted  for  building  byelaw  approval,  are  passed  to  the  Health 
Department  for  perusal  against  the  requirements  of  the  Factories 
• Vet,  1937.  By  this  means  defects  in  the  proposed  factory  lay-outs 
are  discovered  before  building,  and  the  building  owner  or  architect 
oan  be  notified  that,  unless  alteration  of  the  arrangement  is 
suitably  effected,  the  completed  building  will  contravene  the  Act. 
During  the  year  under  review  81  sets  of  plans  of  proposed  factories 
were  forwarded  to  the  Department  in  accordance  with  the  liaison. 
In  28  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  inform  the  building  owner 
and/or  architect  that  the  factory  or  part  thereof,  if  erected  as 
indicated  on  the  plan,  would,  when  in  operation,  contravene  the 
Factories  .‘Vet.  .^s  would  be  expected,  in  each  instance  immediate 
alterations  necessary  to  .secure  compliance  were  made. 

This  informal  procedure  should  have  a valuable  long-term 
effect  in  ensuring  that  all  factory  sanitary  accommodation  should, 
at  least  in  basic  requirements,  reach  the  required  standard. 
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FACrORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

1 actories. 

Tile  lollowin^  tables  are  inserted  in  compliance  with  Section 

I ’8  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Taui.e  1. — Inspections. 

PremiseB. 

Number  on 
Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Jl.  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 of  the  1937 
Act  are  enforced  by  local 
authorities 

12.  Factories  not  included  in 
1,  in  which  Section  7 of  the 
1937  Act  is  enforced  by 
local  authorities  . 

13.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 of  the  1937  Act 
is  enforced  by  local  authori- 
ties (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises 

68 

31 

9 

999 

P31 

48 

1067 

862 

57 

Table  II. — Defects. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Refe 
To  II. M. 
Inspector. 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec  tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Sec.  1) 

1 

1 

. . 

. . 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  2) 

Unreasonable  tempr.  (Sec.  3) 

3 

3 

Inadequate  ventilation  (Sec.  4) 

Inefficient  drainage  of  floors 
(Sec.  6) 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. - 

. . 

Sanitary  conveniences  (Sec.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

6 

5 

3 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

45 

44 

. . 

33 

. • 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

1 

1 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

i- 

•• 

1 

^ Totals  .. 

57 

54 

1 

37 

1 


Outworkers. 

During-  the  year  twelve  lists  were  received  in  accordance  with 
Section  no  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  from  firms  employing 
outworkers.  Of  these,  seven  lists  were  the  normal  annual 
notifications  and  related  to  forty  outworkers  w'ho  were  employed 
as  follows  : — making  or  altering  of  wearing  apparel — eleven, 
making  of  cardboard  boxes — twenty-nine. 

Twenty -nine  inspections  were  carried  out  of  outworkers’ 
premises.  No  contravention  of  the  Act  was  observed. 

BAKEHOUSES 

All  bakehouses  in  the  city  are  classified  as  factories  with 
mechanical  power.  Both  the  Factories  .Act,  1937,  and  the  Food 
and  Drugs  .Act,  1938,  are,  in  the  case  of  bakehouses,  administered 
by  the  specialist  section  which  deals  with  all  other  factories  in  the 
City.  This  avoids  overlapping  of  routine  visits  of  inspection  and 
duplication  of  duties. 

There  was  a further  slight  decline  in  the  number  of  bake- 
houses during  the  year,  four  being  closed  and  a new  one  being 
opened.  Very  few  of  the  smaller  bakehouses  now  bake  bread, 
the  majority  concentrating  on  the  manufacture  of  flour  confec- 
tionery. .A  very  large  proportion  of  the  bread  sold  is  made  at  the 
three  large  bakeries  in  the  City. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  bakehouses  in  the  City 
and  inspections,  etc.  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Number  on  register,  January,  1952  ...  ...  ...  55 

Number  closed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  changes  of  occupation  ...  ...  ...  2 

.Number  of  new  bakehouses  opened  during  the  year  i 

.Number  on  register,  December,  1952  ...  ...  52 

.Number  of  inspections  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  180 

Plans  were  deposited  during  the  year  with  the  City  Engineer 
for  the  erection  of  two  bakehouses  and  extensions  to  two  existing 
bakehouses;  in  each  case  the  plans  were  approved. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  maintained  in  the  bakehouses  has 
been  found  to  be  high  and  generally  occupiers  are  very  co-operative. 
This  high  standard  of  cleanliness  can  be  envisaged  by  the  fact  that 
in  only  two  instances  was  it  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
occupiers  to  contraventions  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 

Foreign  matter  in  foodstuffs  manufactured  at  bakehouses  in 
the  city  continues  to  present  a difficult  problem.  Nails,  glass, 
wire  and  other  materials  found  in  bread  and  confectionery  are 
occasionally  the  subject  of  complaint  to  the  department  and  in 
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nine  instances  proceeding's  under  Section  3 of  The  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  were  instituted  against  occupiers  of  bakehouses  for 
such  offences. 

Fines  varying  from  ^,2  to  ;£^3o  were  imposed  by  the  city 
magistrates  in  the  9 cases  mentioned. 

NOISE 

Complaints  relating  to  noise  have  increased  tremendously  in 
post-war  years,  and  similar  trends  have  been  noted  in  most 
industrial  towns  and  cities  in  the  country.  Noise  is  defined  as 
“unpleasant  or  unwanted  sound’’,  and  it  is  problematical  in  an 
area  such  as  Coventry  whether  the  mass  of  noise  associated  with 
modern  industrial  development  has  increased  or  the  degree  of 
toleration  by  the  unfortunate  recipients  has  lowered.  Both  factors 
have  probably  a strong  bearing  on  the  case  with  particular 
emphasis  on  the  former. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  various  types  of  noise,  chiefly 
industrial,  affect  individuals  differently,  and  there  seems  to  be 
much  scope  for  research  in  an  attempt  to  ameliorate  the  emotional 
and  physical  upsets  brought  about  by  this  unpleasant  concomitant 
of  modern  life. 

There  are  at  present  no  effective  national  or  local  powers  to 
deal  with  the  problem  in  this  city,  but  wc  have  had  much  co- 
operation from  leading  industrial  organisations  in  helping  to 
ameliorate  undue  noise,  e.g.  major  sound-proofing,  together  with 
alterations  and  adaptation  of  equipment,  etc.  Informal  discussions 
between  the  departmental  staff  and  the  “noise  offenders’’  has  often 
had  good  results.  1 ocal  industries  considered  to  produce  most 
noise  are  those  concerned  with  drop  forging,  foundry  fettling,  sheet 
metal  work  and  engine  testing.  Discussions  with  various  such 
firms  during  the  year  have  often  brought  about  decided 
improvement. 

V^arious  other  noise  nuisances  have  been  investigated  during 
the  year  within  industry,  including  those  from  a textile  factory,  a 
breeze  block  works,  general  engineering  establishments  (22  cases), 
loudspeakers,  concrete  mixers,  etc.  The  department  actually  had 
the  case  of  a “loud  snoring’’  neighbour  referred  to  them  by 
one  irate  complainant  ! 

REPORT  ON  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT, 
1949  FOR  YEAR  1952-1953 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  .Act,  1949  the  work  of  Rodent  Control  has  been 
continued  throughout  the  year,  ist  April,  1952  to  31st  March,  1953 
by  the  Rodent  Officer  and  the  Rodent  Operatives  supervised  by 
him. 

Complaints  by  occupiers  have  been  investigated  and  treat- 
ment carried  out  where  necessary.  During  the  year  surveys  have 
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been  made  systematically  in  district  order  and  infestations  dealt 
with  forthwith.  In  addition  the  work  of  systematically  baiting  of 
the  sewers  throughout  the  city  with  poison  has  been  continued. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  staff  is  enumerated  in 
the  following  tables  : — 


TABLE  I.  Investigations  and  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Rodent  Officer. 


No.  of  complaints  of  rat  infested  premises  investigated  ...  ...  442 

No.  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  (dw'elling  houses) loq 

(business  premises)  ...  102 

No.  of  revisits  to  rat  infested  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  6gg 

No.  of  cases  where  rats  gained  access  to  buildings  from 

defective  drains  14 

No.  of  defective  drains  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

No.  of  drains  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 


TABLE  II.  No.  of  cases  dealt  with  and  work  carried  out  by  Depart- 
mental Rodent  Operatives. 


No.  of  complaints  investigated 

No.  of  promises  surveyed  (dwelling  houses) 

(business  premises)  

No  found  to  be  infested  (dwelling  houses) 

(business  premises) 

No.  of  revisits  made  for  prebaiting  (dwelling  houses)  .. 

(business  premises) 

No.  of  infestations  treated  ...  ...  

No.  of  infestations  cleared 

No.  of  Warfarin  baits  laid  ...  ...  

No.  of  poison  baits  laid  ...  ...  

No.  of  poison  baits  taken  

No.  of  instances  where  gas  was  used 
No.  of  carcases  found  following  treatment 


005 

2841 1 

70.=; 

361 

2T3 

2280 

1878 

570 

540 

3920 

2g86 

766 

5 

54S 


Treatment  of  Sewers. 

The  treatment  of  sewers  has  been  completed  in  accordance 
with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  instructions. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  as  requested. 

FIRST  MAINTENANCE  TREATMENT. 

16  Centre  Sections. 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  baited  

No.  of  sewer  manholes  where  poison  baits  were  taken 
No.  of  sewer  manholes  where  no  baits  were  taken 


035 

256 

683 
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7 Outside  Sections. 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  baited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Coo 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  where  poison  baits  were  taken  ...  ...  14C 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  where  no  baits  were  taken  454 


7 Outlying  Areas — One  Treatment  Annually. 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  baited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  where  poison  bait  was  taken  ...  ...  NIL 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  where  no  bait  was  taken  ...  ...  230 


Test  baiting  in  the  outlying  area  of  the  city  was  carried  out 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  infestation.  This  was  done  by 
pre-baiting  approximately  one  sewer  manhole  in  every  ten,  and 
treatment  was  carried  out  wherever  it  was  found  to  be  necessary. 


SECOND  MAINTENANCE  TREATMENT. 

16  Centre  Sections. 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  baited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  934 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  where  poison  baits  were  taken  ...  352 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  where  no  baits  were  taken  ...  ...  582 


No.  7 Outside  Sections. 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  baited 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  where  poison  baits  were  taken  ... 
No.  of  sewer  manholes  where  no  baits  were  taken 


S7.S 

145 

43." 


Tips:  Canley,  Wyken,  Baginton,  Howes  Lane. 

The  above  mentioned  refuse  tips  have  been  inspected  in  the 
past  year  at  monthly  intervals  and  any  infestations  found  have 
been  dealt  with  successfully.  The  routine  monthly  inspection  will 
be  continued  and  a maintenance  treatment  carried  out  whenever 
necessary. 

In  concluding  this  report  I wish  to  place  on  record  my 
appreciation  for  the  kind  co-operation  received  from  the  City 
Engineer’s  Department  and  staff  in  carrying  out  the  sewer 
treatment. 


It  .should  be  recorded  that  the  co-operation 
afforded  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  by  his 
colleagues  in  other  sections  of  the  department  is 
greatly  appreciated ; the  relationship  is  such  that 
every  assistance  is  given  to  one  another  in  the 
discharge  of  respec'tive  duties  which  are  thereby  mad^ 
the  more  effective. 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  YEAR  1952. 


Tot 


al  Deaths 
1952. 


CAUSES  OF 

DEATFf. 

00 

ci 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis  Respiraiory 

29 

22 

51 

2.  Tuberculosis  Other 

4 

11 

15 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

"S 

1 

10 

4.  Diphtheria.. 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . . 

1 

. . 

1 

6.  Meningococcal  Infection 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

1 

1 

2 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Para- 

sitic  Diseases  . . 

4 

2 

6 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Stomach  . . 

33 

23 

56 

11.  ditto  Lung,  Bronchus  .. 

64 

14 

78 

12.  ditto  Breast 

. , 

33 

33 

13.  ditto  Uterus 

25 

25 

14.  Other  Malignant  and 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

110 

83 

193 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaeniia  . . 

8 

10 

18 

16.  Diabetes 

9 

8 

17 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Ner- 

vous  System 

164 

174 

338 

13.  Coronary  Disease.  Angina 

205 

90 

295 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart 

66 

Disease  . . 

34 

32 

20  Other  Heart  Disease 

156 

215 

371 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Oisease 

29 

37 

66 

22.  Influenza  .. 

6 

3 

9 

23.  Pneumonia 

52 

44 

96 

24.  Bronchitis  . . 

74 

46 

120 

25.  Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  System  . 

18 

3 

21 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

Duodenum 

14 

4 

18 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

16 

Diarrhoea 

7 

9 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

13 

14 

27 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate.. 

22 

22 

30  I’regnancy,  Childbirth, 

1 

Abortion 

• • 

31.  Congenital  ^lalformation 

32.  Other  Defined  and  111- 

13 

16 

, 

29 

Defiitfd  Diseases 

114 

103 

217 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

27 

8 

35 

34.  .All  Other  Accidents 

33 

25 

58 

35.  Suicide 

26 

11 

37 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations 

of  VVar  . . 

Totals 

1279 

1068 

\ 

2347 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  5. 

5 and  under  15. 

15  and  under  45. 

45  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Deaths  in 

C.  & W.  Hosp. 

Deaths  in  G.  Hosp. 

2 

18 

22 

9 

5 

7 

i 

4 

1 

4 

2 

3 

4 

4 

6 

4 

4 

1 

1 

.. 

1 

. . 

. . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

13 

41 

6 

2 

8 

42 

28 

7 

6 

5 

14 

14 

1 

1 

3 

11 

11 

1 

1 

16 

72 

134 

28 

36 

1 

1 

2 

4 

8 

2 

2 

5 

12 

6 

4 

5 

53 

280 

19 

35 

12 

114 

169 

51 

1.3 

45 

2 

7 

, , 

] 

19 

52 

299 

27 

21 

15 

51 

5 

6 

3 

5 

1 

, ^ 

1 

17 

4 

3 

18 

62 

11 

26 

3 

28 

89 

6 

15 

2 

12 

7 

6 

. . 

1 

7 

10 

8 

4 

8 

2 

1 

6 

2 

2 

2 

8 

6 

11 

5 

4 

4 

18 

13 

4 

1 

1 

26 

2 

1 

6 

13 

68 

6 

5 

15 

48 

75 

61 

64 

6 

18 

5 

6 

27 

, , 

- 7 

4 

15 

7 

25 

32 

5 

16 

12 

9 

20 

4 

132 

|2; 

1 

20 

182 

607 

1882 

,361 

298 

10 

6 


7 
73 
18 

29 

21 

6 

2 

8 
2 
2 


33 

7 

12 


369 


Inst. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  CITY  FROM  1931  to  1952  INCLUSIVE. 
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Table  of  Comparative  Vital  Statistics  over  a period  of  ten  years 
for  Coventry,  the  large  Towns,  and  England  and  Wales. 


Birth  Rath 

Dkath  Rate 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 

Coventry 

126 

Large 

Towns 

England 

and 

Wales 

Coventry 

126 

Large 

Towns 

England 

and 

Wales 

Coventry 

126 

Large 

Towns 

England 

and 

Wales 

1943 

! 

1 21  2 

18-6 

16  5 

9-6 

14-2 

12-1 

49 

68 

49 

1944 

, 24-8 

20-3 

17  6 

90 

13  7 

11-6 

48 

52 

46 

1915 

22-2 

19-1 

16  1 

10-5 

13-5 

11-4 

68 

54 

46 

1946 

22-4 

22-2 

191 

100 

12-7 

115 

54 

46 

43 

1947 

23-2 

22  0 

20  6 

9-9 

12-5 

12-3 

45 

44 

41 

1948 

20-3 

300 

17  9 

8.8 

11-6 

10-8 

46 

39 

34 

1949 

' 18-6 

18-7 

16-7 

9-4 

12-5 

11-7 

39 

37 

32 

1950 

i 17-3 

17-6 

15-8 

9 4 

12-3 

11-6 

33 

34 

30 

1951 

16-7 

17-3 

15-5 

10-4 

13-4 

12  5 

86 

34 

30 

1952 

15  9 

16-9 

15-3 

8-9 

121 

11-3 

32 

31 

28 
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Table  showing  Population,  Birth-rates, 
Mortality  rates  of  the  20 


Birmingham 

Bradford 

Bristol 

Cardiff 

Coventry 

Croydon 

1 

Kingston- 

upon-Hull 

— r 

.! 

R.G.’s  Estimated  Popula- 

TION 

1,119,000 

288,000 

443,900 

244,800 

261,000 

250,500 

299,400 

50lk 

COMPARABILITV  FACTOR  ! 

1 

(a)  births  . . 

0-96 

1-01 

0-99 

0-97 

0-94 

0-96 

1-00 

U li 

(6)  deaths 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per 

M2 

0-97 

0-97 

1-06 

1-26 

0-93 

1-14 

' 

1 

15  1 

1,000  Population 

16-4 

15-9 

15-23 

17-77 

15-9 

13-8 

18-57 

Birth  Rate  as  Adjusted 

1 

BY  Factor 

15-7 

16-0 

15-08 

17-24 

14-9 

13-2 

18-57 

‘1 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 

\ 

1 

1,000  Population 

10-24 

13-7 

11-20 

11-13 

8-9 

11-9 

11-09 

12  1 

Death  Rate  as  Adjusted 

12-64 

1 

BY  Factor.  . 

11-47 

13-2 

10-86 

11-79 

11-2 

11-1 

13  1 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

SO 

PER  1,000  Live  Births  . . 

26-8 

33 

21-45 

28-49 

31-7 

20 

39-75 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

PER  1,000  Live  Births  . . 

17-6 

20 

15-09 

18-16 

20-4 

13-8 

21-58 

18  j 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000 

a! 

Total  Births 

19-6 

30 

20-86 

25-09 

19-0 

22-5 

24-05 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

PER  1,000  Total  Births 

0-80 

0-84 

1-01 

0-02 

0-24 

0-56 

0-53 

C : 

Tuberculosis  Rates  per 
1,000  Total  Population  : 
(a)  Primary  notifications 

! 

( 'i 

Respiratory  . . 

1-11 

0-86 

1-311 

1-275 

1-8 

0-89 

1-00 

Non  - Respiratory 
(fc)  Teaths — 

0-13 

0-15 

0-135 

0-1716 

0-18 

0-08 

0-14 

( 

Kesplratoin’  . . 
Non-Respiratory 

0-25 

0-23 

0-205 

0-33 

0-20 

0-224 

0-30 

( 

0-02 

0-03 

0-025 

0-02 

0-06 

0-016 

0-02 

1;’ 

Death  Rates  per  1,000 
Population  from  : — 

- Cancer  (all  forms) 

1-90 

22-81 

1-922 

2-03 

1-.S4 

2-263 

2-04 

. ' 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0-00 

Fever 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-008 

0-00 

0-00 

Meningococcal  Infections.. 

0-01 

0-003 

0-002 

0-008 

0-00 

0-008 

0-01 

1 ' 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

< ’ 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

0-01 

0-00 

0-002 

0-004 

0-004 

0-00 

0-00 

Diphtheria 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Influenza 

-03 

0-04 

0-050 

0-04 

0-034 

0-036 

0-03 

Measles 

-00 

0-003 

0-00 

0-004 

0-008 

0-00 

0-01 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Encephalitis 

-01 

0-003 

0-002 

0-008 

0-00 

0-008 

0-00 

I (' 

Acute  Infectious  Encephal- 

itis 

-01 

0-00 

0-00 

0-000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

s 

Smallpox  . . 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

f 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

-02 

0-02 

0-0045 

0-029 

0-31 

0-008 

0-06 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

(per  1,000  live  births) 

1-26 

1-52 

0-30 

1-61 

1-92 

0-577 

0-34 

• including  Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia. 


i 

' 

i 
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Kymotlc  Death-rates,  Infant  and  Maternal 
. of  England  and  Wales  for  1952. 


Liverpool 

Manchester 

Newcastle- 

upon-Tyne 

Nottingham 

Plymouth 

Portsmouth 

Salford 

Sheffield 

a 

o 

a 

S 

a 

J3 

3 

O 

a 

u 

H 

s 

o 

IV 

c 

Sunderland 

(/) 

s 

1791,500 

705,400 

289,800 

310,700 

218,600 

242,600 

176,400 

510,900 

175,500 

272.300 

180,400 

1 0-96 

0-95 

0-97 

0-97 

1-05 

1-05 

0-95 

0-99 

0-99 

0-96 

1-01 

; 1-19 

Mt 

1-09 

1-08 

1-06 

1-04 

1-14 

1-07 

1-02 

1-21 

1-13 

CO-0 

17-53 

16-54 

16-71 

15-95 

15-43 

17-57 

13-71 

16-97 

16-36 

20-0 

|19-2 

16-65 

16-04 

16-21 

16-75 

16-20 

16-69 

13-57 

16-80 

15-52 

20-2 

111-4 

12-16 

11-81 

10-74 

11-18 

10-77 

12-15 

11-62 

11-46 

11-38 

11-4 

S13-6 

13-50 

12-87 

11-60 

11-85 

11-20 

13-851 

12-43 

11-69 

13-76 

12-8 

W5-5 

34-28 

29-21 

28-13 

29-53 

23-24 

34-8 

23-98 

28-88 

28 

36-0 

B2-5 

21-75 

18-37 

17-91 

20-94 

15-22 

19-35 

15-42 

20-82 

19 

22-4 

>24-6 

27-45 

26-40 

22-59 

22-70 

23-98 

19-3 

20-01 

33-12 

28 

19-3 

i 4 0-43 

0-71 

1-016 

0-38 

0-84 

0-78 

0-63 

0-70 

0-65 

0-436 

0-54 

C]l-98 

1-02 

1-484 

1-38 

1-05 

1-29 

1-07 

1-159 

1-21 

1-153 

1-48 

p|0-17 

0-13 

0-221 

0-09 

0-19 

0-12 

0-15 

0-125 

0-063 

0-088 

0-19 

yO-34 

0-38 

0-328 

0-32 

0-22 

0-21 

0-35 

0-225 

0-387 

0-348 

0-34 

5 Io-04 

^ 12-01 

0-03 

0-041 

0-03 

0-02 

0-045 

0-006 

0-020 

2-067 

0-034 

0-026 

2-071 

0-03 

2-03 

2-18 

2-1 18 

1-98 

1'73 

1 -95 

2-262 

2-165 

II  10-00 

0-00 

0-000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

1 10-02 

0-003 

0-007 

0-01 

0-009 

0-01 

0-011 

0-004 

0-006 

0-0074 

0-02 

'!  10-00 

0-00 

0-000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-002 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-01 

0-003 

0-01 

0-01 

0-00 

0-00 

0-002 

0-006 

0-0 

0-00 

'g  10-00 

0-001 

0-000 

0-00 

0-004 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-0 

0-00 

j 10-07 

0-03 

0-028 

0-03 

0-03 

0-01 

0-023 

0-041 

0-017 

0-044 

0-05 

40-01 

0-01 

0-003 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-002 

0-011 

0-0073 

0-017 

‘•^^-oo 

0-001 

0-000 

0-00 

0-009 

0-00 

1 

0-00 

0-006 

0-006 

0-0 

0-005 

i^io-00 

0-003 

0-007 

0-01 

0-00 

0-00 

0-006 

0-002  . 

0-006 

0-0037 

0-00 

*1-00 

0-00 

0-000 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00  ' 

0-000 

0-00 

0-00 

ONI -03 

0-03 

0-028 

0-03 

-045 

0-04 

0-04 

0-022 

0-017 

0-0147 

0-022 

■ -1  -70 

1-78 

1-669 

1-54 

2-87 

2-40 

2-26 

1-570 

1-01 

0-898 

1-1 

I 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  OF  THE  WARDS 

The  Table  hereunder  sets  out  the  Priiicjpal  \ ital  Statistics 
for  the  Year  1952  in  respect  of  the  Sixteen  Wards 

of  the  City 


Wards 

R.6.  Estimated 
Populaticn,  1952 

Acreage 

Density  per  Acre 

Number  of  Deaths 

Registered 

Death  Rate,  1952 

Number  of  Births 

Registered  in  City 

c 

o 

J> 

rH 

iT 

ce 

S 

Number  of  Deaths 

under  1 year  of  age 

Infantile  Death 

Rate 

Bablake 

16505 

1463 

11.3 

89 

5.4 

128 

7.8 

7 

54.6 

Charter  and 

Binley 

15606 

2173 

7.2 

159 

10.2 

320 

20.5 

10 

31.2 

Cheylesmore 

14799 

1056 

14.0 

106 

7.2 

237 

16.0 

5 

21.0 

Earlsdon 

14312 

1908 

7.5 

160 

11.2 

113 

7.9 

5 

44.0 

Foleshill 

16352 

645 

25.4 

164 

10.0 

224 

13.7 

8 

35.7 

Godiva 

17175 

559 

31.0 

207 

12.0 

280 

16.3 

16 

57.0 

Holbrook’s  ... 

13288 

821 

16.2 

125 

9.3 

209 

15.7 

9 

43.1 

Longford 

16474 

2266 

7.3 

145 

9 0 

237 

14.4 

12 

50.6 

Lower  Stoke  . . 

19321 

849 

22  8 

186 

9.6 

172 

8.9 

6 

35.0 

Radford 

20057 

673 

29.8 

163 

8.1 

259 

12.9 

8 

31.0 

St.  Michael’s 

18426 

380 

48.5 

214 

11.6 

266 

14.4 

8 

30  1 

Sherbourne  . . 

17236 

596 

28.9 

152 

8.8 

125 

7.3 

6 

48.0 

Upper  Stoke.. 

20620 

826 

25.0 

173 

8.4 

249 

12.1 

11 

44.5 

Walsgrave 

16002 

1550 

10.3 

109 

6.8 

194 

12.1 

9 

46.4 

Westwood 

13119 

2118 

6.2 

94 

7.2 

245 

18.7 

8 

32.7 

Whoberley  . . 

11708 

1284 

9.1 

101 

8.6 

131 

11.1 

4 

30.5 

144 

VITAL  STATISTICS.  (Historical  Summary;. 


Year. 

Houses 

Inhabited 

(December) 

1 

Vacant. 

Popula- 

tion 

(Mid-year; 

Mortality 

Iniectious 

Mortality 

Deaths 
under  one 
year  per 
1000  born. 

Birth 

Rate 

1586 

6,502 

1643 

, , 

. . 

9.500 

. . 

1694 

. . 

6,7" 

1723 

'.934 

. • 

1748 

2,066 

. , 

12,817 

, , 

1801 

. 2,930 

1 16,034 

. . 

. . 

181 1 

i 3.448 

' *60 

17,923 

« . 

. . 

1821 

3.729 

i *"4 

21,448 

, , 

1831 

i 5.444 

1 *421 

27,298 

. . 

. 

1841 

1 6.531 

</)  1 

*590 

3', 032 

1 

'I'eii  Years 

1 

’ Average. 

1851 

1'  7.783 

*'5' 

36,812 

27 

, , 

1861 

./.j  8,991 

* 1,026 

40,936 

25 

. . 

I 871 

|1  8,535 

•«i6 

37,670 

22 

. . 

. . 

1881 

9.239 

|".465 

*643 

42,111 

20 

3‘3 

150 

35'4 

1891 

*284 

52,724 

'8-5 

'•7 

'42 

32-0 

1901 

l'5.57i 

.353 

69.978 

16-96 

1-9 

i53'7 

29-8 

19  1 I 

123. 5'5 

95 

106,349 

'3  7 

'■4 

'09-3 

28-0 

1921 

528,355 

504 

128,157 

"•3 

0-7 

83-6 

23-2 

1911 

'4 '.275 

9'7l 

167,083 

10-  r 

0-2 

67-7 

'5  7 

1951 

— 

258,211 

10  7 

0-17 

52'4 

18-0 

1897 

ti2.440 

73 

61,234 

i6'8 

1-8 

'•3 

1911 

23.5'5 

95 

'07,287 

'3'3 

0 

0*4 

109-8 

26-9 

1912 

24.590 

50 

I II.  166 

"•9 

'•35 

76- 1 

26-4 

1913 

25.05' 

"3 

115064 

11-4 

084 

91  6 

26-0 

1914 

25.860 

99 

I 19,003 

II-7 

070 

84-6 

26-9 

'91.5 

26,667 

56 

122,982 

12-9 

'•39 

87-8 

23-8 

1916 

27.366 

1 2 

127,089 

10-9 

1-23 

87-5 

23-5 

1917 

27.53' 

'5 

130,000 

10-4 

0-47 

78-5 

20-2 

1918 

27.735 

25 

133,000 

i4'6 

0*42 

92'5 

20  7 

1919 

27,829 

20 

136,000 

9-3 

032 

82-8 

18*2 

1920 

27.973 

48 

130,000 

9-8 

O' 35 

76'o 

25-0 

1921 

28.355 

502 1 

128,157 

10*2 

0-25 

79 '3 

22*1 

1922 

28,661 

72 

129,000 

io-6 

o'34 

704 

ih-9 

1923 

29. 4M 

40 

130,500 

9 3 

0*20 

64 '9 

16-9 

1924 

29.685 

90 

132  000 

9 6 

0*  ig 

79‘4 

16-0 

'925 

30. '99 

83 

133,500 

10-6 

0-30 

77'' 

16-3 

1926 

3'  034 

I I I 

135,000 

9-7 

0-15 

689 

I5'7 

1927 

32,260 

'5' 

139,000 

10-2 

0-23 

634 

14-8 

1928 

38.474 

'75 

161 ,600 “ 

96 

o'34 

65-7 

14-4 

1929 

39.374 

750 

163,700 

I2-I 

063 

73'' 

14-8 

'930 

40.5'9 

800 

165,800 

lO-I 

o'32 

57’o 

'4  5 

'931 

41.275 

917 

168,900 

10*0 

O'lO 

57'7 

14  8 

1932 

45.781 

1 00c 

182,000“ 

9'4 

o'33 

69-7 

'3'5 

•933 

47. '75 

1000 

i84,5''0 

9-9 

0-21 

64 '5 

'3'4 

1934 

48.730 

1500 

184.900 

lO'O 

0-17 

57'' 

'3'6 

'935 

■(0,622 

1854 

190,0  0 

9-7 

O'  16 

46-5 

i4'4 

1936 

54.273 

1361 

192,460 

10*1 

0'20 

5''8 

i5'i 

1937 

57,888 

1606 

206,  'OO 

10-4 

0-i8 

48'5 

I5'7 

1938 

61.580 

i3'6 

229,900 

9 5 

O'  '3 

560 

'6  5 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

9 4 

— 

54 '6 

17-7 

1940 

— 

— 

229,400 

13’ t 

oil 

63-0 

16  4 

194  r 

— 

-- 

193,070 

12-8 

0.21 

54-8 

'7.1 

1942 

- 

— 

207,200 

ro'2 

007 

62  3 

19-3 

1943 

— 

— 

214,870 

9.6 

0.23 

49'9 

21.2 

1944 

65.926 

— 

220,400 

90 

0*24 

48-4 

24-8 

'945 

— 

— 

221,970 

10-5 

0-30 

68-2 

222 

1946 

— 

— 

232,850 

10*0 

0-32 

5 I '3 

22*4 

1947 

68  900 

— 

242,860 

q-9 

0- 18 

45' I 

23-2 

1948 

69.950 

— 

250,400 

8 8 

010 

45'5 

70*^ 

'949 

70. S';!! 

— 

254,900 

94 

O'TT 

39 '4 

t8-6 

1950 

71,720 

— 

256,800 

9-4 

0-06 

32-6 

17'3 

1951 

72,497 

— 

258,100 

10'4 

0 03 

35'6 

16'7 

1952 

73,828 

265 

261,000 

8-9 

005 

31-7 

15'9 

♦ This  number  includes  all  business  offices,  whether  in  dwelling  houses  or  factories, 
not  occupied  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken. 

t This  number  omits  all  business  offices,  factories,  etc. 

J The  Census  returns  show  unoccupied  " dwellings  " — not  houses. 

* In  these  years  an  extension  of  the  City  Boundaries  took  place. 
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Live  Register  of  Tuberculosis  Patients. 


Pulmonary 

Cases. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Oases. 

Total  Oases 
(All  Forms). 

M. 

K. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M 

F. 

Total 

1.  No.  on  Register  at  31/12/1961... 

1063 

780 

1843 

145 

200 

345 

1208 

980 

2188 

2.  Gases  notified  (or  otherwise 
coming  to  knowledge  in  1952 

290 

180 

470 

23 

25 

48 

313 

205 

518 

3.  Cases  removed  from  Register  in 
1962  

112 

76 

188 

9 

14 

23 

121 

90 

211 

4.  No.  on  Register  at  31/12/1952... 

1241 

884 

2125 

159 

211 

370 

1400 

1095 

2495 

Tuberculosis. 


Oases  on  Reqistbb 

Cases  Notified 
(or  brought  to  notice) 

Deaths 

Ysab 

Pulmouarr 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmouary 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

No. 

Kate 

No. 

Kate 

M. 

710 

142 

268 

36 

118 

16 

1943 

F. 

450 

124 

137 

34 

48 

0-72 

7 

0-10 

M. 

797 

140 

236 

21 

91 

8 

1944 

F. 

471 

131 

121 

25 

62 

0'69 

12 

008 

M. 

848 

142 

227 

30 

126 

10 

1946 

F. 

542 

136 

147 

31 

61 

0-79 

10 

0 04 

M. 

867 

119 

163 

13 

88 

10 

1946 

F. 

564 

136 

132 

29 

49 

0-68 

12 

0-09 

M. 

938 

116 

223 

22 

92 

9 

1947 

F 

572 

166 

143 

34 

74 

0 67 

11 

0 08 

M. 

998 

121 

209 

38 

89 

15 

1948 

F 

639 

165 

161 

31 

38 

0-60 

11 

010 

M. 

1067 

130 

238 

25 

91 

13 

1949 

F. 

698 

177 

162 

35 

37 

0 50 

13 

0-10 

M. 

1086 

136 

184 

21 

77 

7 

1960 

F. 

771 

188 

156 

27 

43 

0-47 

8 

0 06 

M. 

1063 

146 

247 

26 

56 

10 

1961 

0-29 

0 04 

F. 

780 

200 

132 

20 

19 

M. 

1241 

169 

290 

23 

29 

4 ■ 

1962 

0 20 

1 

006 

F. 

884 

311 

180 

26 

22 

11  > 

1 
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PROPORTIONS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES 
TO  TOTAL  DEATHS,  1952. 


The  Total  Death  Rate  from  all  Causes  was  8.9 
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CHART  SHOWING  THE  INFANT  MORTALITY  PER  1,000  BIRTHS  IN  COVENTRY. 
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The  Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  births  is  represented  by  the  chimneys,  the  shaded  portion  of  which  represents  the 
death  rate  amongst  babies  under  four  weeks  of  age  (i.e.,  the  neo-natal  death  rate). 

The  Infant  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  represented  by  the  line 


Lat.  52°  23'  26*.  Long.  1°  31'  4*  W.  Height  of  rim  of  rain  gauge  above  Mean  Sea  Level,  338-ft. 
The  cistern  of  the  barometer  is  situated  326  feet  above  sea  level. 
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